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East Yorkshire and Derwent RA Area Standing Orders  1 

Approved by Special General Meeting May 2014 and Board of Trustees 2 

There is a Constitution that sets out, inter alia, who is a member of the area, who shall be members 3 

of the area governing bodies and how and when meetings shall be called.  It is approved by members 4 

and the Board of Trustees of the Ramblers’ Association, hereafter referred to as the "Association"  5 

Nothing in these Orders shall in any way go against the Constitution as currently formally adopted.  6 

Their purpose is to set out how the Area Council of the East Yorkshire and Derwent Area of the 7 

Association (EY&DRA) shall operate.  Orders are produced for the benefit of current and future 8 

members of the Area Council.   9 

 10 

1. Role of Area Council 11 

The Area Council (AC) is a group of volunteers who form the governing body of the EY&DRA.  AC 12 

manages and oversees Ramblers activities in the EY&DRA Area (the Area).  It does this chiefly by 13 

holding regular meetings where reports are received from Area sub-committees and local 14 

Ramblers Groups. The AC is responsible for ensuring that the Association’s aims and policies are 15 

pursued and implemented locally.  It may provide such guidance on future policy as the meeting 16 

shall decide by votes of those present.   17 

Membership of Area Council 18 

The constitution provides that membership of AC comprises three groups of people, namely all 19 

the elected and co-opted Area officers, delegates from each local Ramblers Group and delegates 20 

from affiliated organizations.   21 

 22 

Voting at AC Meetings  23 

Any EY&DRA member may attend and speak at an AC (members should notify the Area Secretary 24 

in advance if they wish to speak at a meeting) but only the following may vote: 25 

i. The Area officers 26 
ii. Up to 2 delegates from each local Ramblers Group 27 
iii. Up to 1 representative of each affiliated local organisation.   28 

The total number of representatives of Local Groups at any given meeting shall be greater 29 
than the total number of representatives of affiliated local organisations. 30 

iv. Co-opted members of AC appointed under Item 6(iv) of the Constitution. 31 

 32 

Area Council Meetings 33 

1.1.  The Area Officers shall report on their activities, the Treasurer reporting the current balance 34 

and the position relative to the Approved Budget and amendments. 35 

1.2. Reports, preferably in advance by email but otherwise in writing, shall be provided by each 36 

of the Groups and sub-committees, and received by the meeting.  37 

1.3. Copies of the latest group Newsletters should be made available to all AC members.  38 

1.4. The agenda will be circulated to all AC members by the Area Secretary after discussion with the Area 39 
Chairman normally 14 days in advance.  40 

1.5. After the usual fixed items, (attendance, apologies, acceptance of previous minutes and matters arising 41 
from them) reports will normally be presented in the following order: 42 

i. Finance report 43 
ii. Urgent items requiring AC attention, not covered elsewhere, identified by lead speaker. 44 
iii. Officers’ reports 45 
iv. Sub-committee reports 46 
v. Group reports including reports of any accidents occurring during group walks. 47 
vi. Affiliated bodies reports 48 
vii. Correspondence 49 
viii. National and local initiatives 50 
ix. Other matters requiring attention by AC will be added in response to requests notified to the 51 

Area Secretary before the circulation of the agenda 52 

x. Any other urgent business   53 
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1.6.  Area Council will normally meet up to 6 times per year, the first meeting being shortly after 1 

the Annual General Meeting. If business requiring the attention of the Council exceeds the 2 

expected time available, a special meeting may be called in accordance with item 6.viii of the 3 

Constitution. 4 

1.7.  The meeting dates and locations will be determined well in advance, to allow for publication 5 

in the area walk programmes.  6 

1.8.  Area Council meetings shall finish after two hours and thirty minutes, unless a motion to 7 

suspend standing orders has been agreed. 8 

1.9.  Items for an Area Council agenda shall be sent in advance to the Area Secretary. If an 9 

urgent matter arises after the agenda has been finalised, the inclusion of that item shall be 10 

agreed by members at the start of the meeting. 11 

1.10. At its first meeting following the AGM, Area Council will appoint Area Delegates to 12 

General Council (unless already appointed by AGM).  It may appoint up to a maximum of 13 

two visitors who will be reimbursed for receipted travel and subsistence while traveling in 14 

accordance with central office scales.   Visitors’ conference fees will be paid by Area.  No 15 

other expenses shall be met. 16 

1.11. Meeting agendas and approved minutes will be published on the Area website.  17 

1.12. 8 members shall form a quorum 18 

 19 

2. Area Annual General Meeting.  20 

The Area Council will be responsible for arranging the AGM. This will normally be held in Jan/Feb.  21 

Whenever possible the AGM will be addressed by a member of the Board of Trustees or the 22 

Senior Staff who will report on progress on the RA’s charitable aims and campaigns, etc. 23 

2.1. The Area Chairman will invite the Area President, if in attendance, to preside over the 24 

meeting after the preliminaries of attendance.   25 

2.2. The Area Chairman will be asked to resume control: 26 

i. To elect the Area President 27 

ii. To make the casting vote in the event of a tie in the voting in accordance with 28 

item 9 of the constitution. 29 

iii. To introduce speakers 30 

2.3. AGM may appoint delegates and approve visitors to General Council, or delegate this to      31 

the first meeting of AC. 32 

3. Area Council Sub-Committees  33 

Sub-committees may be set up according to the Constitution, Paragraph 8, below: 34 

“The Area Council shall have the power to appoint such sub-committees as it may from time to 35 

time decide and may determine their powers and terms of reference. The Area Council shall have 36 

power to co-opt additional members to a Sub-Committee who may or may not be members of 37 

Area Council. All Area Honorary Officers shall be entitled to attend the meetings of any Sub-38 

committee.” 39 

 40 

4. Approval and Amendment 41 

These Standing Orders are to be approved by Area Annual General Meeting.  Any subsequent 42 

amendment must be circulated in advance and approved by two-thirds of members present at 43 

the subsequent Area Annual General Meeting.  See Constitution Para.15 (i). 44 

5. Appended Matters 45 

The Appendices which follow may be re-published from time to time and approved separately by a 46 

simple majority of members attending an EY&D Area Council.  (Appendices are not attached)    END 47 


