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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 8th May 2018 at Fimber Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Les Atkinson, Peter Ayling, Richard Bramall, Bob Clutson, Tony Corrigan, 
Stephen Down, Martin Hill, Steve Hoather, George Malcolm, Ian Reavill, Geoff Richardson, 
Marilyn Skelton, Terry Strickland, Phil Trafford, Harry Whitehouse,  

Apologies: Matthew Harrison, Steve Lack, Ann Laing, Joe Neal, Jane Preston, Marian Thomas  

AC 11/18 Minutes of the previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting [20th February 2018] were accepted.  

AC 12/18  Matters arising from Minutes 

There were no matters arising 

AC 13/18  Chairman’s Request to Raise Two Urgent Matters for Attention 

Members agreed and RH informed the meeting:- 

a) That he was standing down as Chairman for personal reasons and hoped his replacement could be 
identified as a matter of urgency. PA, on behalf of members, thanked Roy for his Chairman duties, 
particularly those occasions during his period of office when difficult issues were resolved. He 
wished him well. 

b) A written complaint had been made to the CEO by a member against a member. The letter had also 
been copied to a number of A.C. Officers. Based on localisation CO asked the Group concerned 
whether they would be willing to investigate the complaint. RH spoke with CO and advised that the 
Group concerned had already carried out an investigation that did not involve the complainant and 
had pre-determined their position. He had argued that the complaint should, if necessary, be 
investigated at Area level, assuming an appropriate investigator could be found. CO (after some 
argument) accepted this.  
AC agreed that the investigator should be someone unconnected with either the complainant or the 
defendant. 

AC 14/18  Finance – Area Treasurer’s Report 

The Area Treasurer spoke to his report, informing the meeting finances were in a healthy state.  

He raised the question of travelling expenses (mileage rates) for organising the Area Camp and other 
Rambler business mileage claims. Following discussion it was unanimously agreed a policy rate of 28p per 
mile would be applied to all mileage claims by volunteers. 

AC 15/18  Urgent Countryside, Footpath and Access Issues 

a) Planning Application [Ref. No: 17/04066/STPLF] for 165 houses at Long Lane, Driffield 

PA updated the meeting on the above application and stated TC, on behalf of Area Footpaths Committee had 
submitted a strong letter of objection. (At ERYC Planning Hearing on 17th May 2018 attended by PA and TC 
the decision was deferred for the Committee to do a Site Visit). 
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AC 16/18    Area and Group Reports  

a) Countryside - PA spoke to his submitted report and briefed members on his attendance at a CO meeting 
‘Countryside Protection Sounding Board’ and a second, called Wolds Dewpond Training involving the 
reintroduction of   wildlife. Both meetings were useful and the former of importance in providing new 
direction and consultation concerning countryside matters. 

b) General Council 2018 - PA referring to his submitted report on attendance at General Council 
commented that overall it was a very productive event with confident presentations from The Senior 
Management Team.  

c) Pocklington -a written report from Pocklington Group was noted and MH informed the meeting of his 
Group's involvement with VHEY's Wolds Walking Festival in September. MH queried as his was the only 
group report submitted whether they were required. (NOTE: Groups should present a report of their 
activities to Area Meetings). 

d) Howardian Hills AONB - HW speaking to his presented report stated his short notice attendance at the 
AONB meeting had been worthwhile. He offered to be Area Ramblers representative at future meetings. 
HW was thanked for his offer that was unanimously accepted by the meeting. 

e) Membership - MS’s report was noted. 

AC 17/18  GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) 

MS outlined some of the important requirements of this new legislation and actions necessary at Group and 
Area level. Paramount to effective future communication with members is that they must consent (opt in) to 
receiving such. The definitive database for storage of member details is Ramblers CO and an initial scrutiny 
of this by MS revealed a high number of anomalies, which if unrectified will result in many members not 
receiving Area and Group communications.  Lists are also held by Groups for various reasons. M&S and AL 
(Communications Officer) have carried out an audit of some and found mismatches with a number not being 
on CO’s database. These should not be used post GDPR implementation.  

Ramblers CO plan to contact all members in a ‘re-consenting of Communication’ exercise and it is hoped this 
will supplement action taken to date at Area/Group level. 

In discussing elements of the legislation issues were raised that in the fullness of time will need an answer 
from CO i.e.:- 

i. What is or should be included as ‘implicit communication consent’ in respect of local news letters vis 
a vis Walk magazine 

ii. Why apply the term ‘marketing' to Ramblers functional communications e.g. Walks Booklets 
iii. Not adopting a similar contact criteria to that of other large charities e.g. National Trust 
iv. Suggesting that previous records containing personal data should be redacted or destroyed, when 

instances of UK retrospective legislation are few e.g. War Crimes: Taxation 
 
Agreed –  

 Await further guidance from CO’s Data Protection Officer following their re -consenting project.  

 Area and Group Membership Secretaries to reconcile local lists with CO’s database. 
 
NB: Update: Items i – iii above have been resolved – see Ramblers CEO’s Newsletter dated 24th May. 
Walks Booklet, Area and Group Newsletters are now classified as implicit and can be sent to all 
members, as has been the usual practice. In respect of archives no material is to be destroyed until 
further clarification is sought from the ICO. Ramblers website has a list of FAQs concerning GDPR. 
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Actions 

1.  MS and AL to continue liaising with Group Membership Secretaries for resolving preference issues and 
include an update on GDPR for the July AC meeting. 

2. Groups and Area to identify a volunteer to be responsible for documenting how the group manages 
personal data. CO recommend Membership Secretary, Chairman or Secretary (in that order, the former 
already dealing with membership lists). 

3. Encourage Walk Leaders and Organisers to emphasise the importance of responding positively to the CO 
“re-consenting of communication” during walks, pointing out that it applies to local as well as national 
communication. 
 

AC 18/18  Boundary Changes EYDA and NYSD Areas 

HW speaking to a Working Party report, updated AC on progress following AC minute 09/18. The Working 
Party met on 30th April to examine boundary maps of District Councils, parishes and Ramblers Group areas. 
Cleveland Group (NYSD Area) at present cover parishes lying within NYMNP but which for Local Government 
purposes are within Ryedale and Scarborough areas. The distance between Cleveland and Ryedale parishes is 
such that responding to rights of way issues becomes a logistical difficulty. 

The Working Party concluded that the best interests of Ramblers from both areas, local authorities and 
NYMNP would be served by redrawing of Ramblers area boundary to mirror that of local authorities. Ramblers 
CO policy is (wherever possible) to have Area and Group boundaries coterminous with Local Authority 
administrative areas.  

The meeting unanimously agreed the Working Party’s proposal for a boundary alteration. A general discussion 
followed examining the potential benefits and next steps to be actioned. 

Agreed Action:  

i. Two members of the Working Party to initially approach Cleveland Group (as NYSD Area is not 
currently functioning) for informal soundings. 

ii. If co-operation and support is forthcoming the Working Party to liaise with Ramblers CO Support 
Officer Diane Simcoe acting on behalf of NYSD Area to agree a joint submission  

iii. Working Party to submit a proposal brief for consideration by AC with a view to submission to CO Area 
Working Group. 

 

AC 19/18 Correspondence 

a) Ramblers Walking Holidays - PA informed the meeting that the Company had asked if they could 
do a promotional presentation at an Area or Group - no interest at present NFA 

b) PPL Funding to encourage use of access land – a reply to TH's enquiry had been received from 
Ramblers CO and circulated. Noted. 

c) Health and Community Guide – received by SD. Essentially a marketing company selling advertising 
space. NFA. 
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AC 20/18 -   Future Meeting Dates 

 Tuesday 17 July  - Fimber village hall 
 Tuesday 16 October -  Wetwang village hall 
 Tuesday 11 December -  Wetwang village hall 
 AGM:  Saturday 26 January 2019 

 


