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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 18 July 2017 at Fimber Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Tony Ashbridge, Kate Ashbrook, Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, David Court, 
Stephen Down, Van Griffiths, Martin Hill, Simon Kellas, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Ian Reavill, 
Geoff Richardson, Marilyn Skelton, Harry Whitehouse 

Apologies: Tom Halstead, Jane Preston, Terry Strickland, Marian Thomas, Jill Wiseman 

AC 13/17 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. It was noted that Marilyn Skelton had given her 
apologies for the meeting. 

It was agreed that the minutes secretary should circulate the draft minutes to all council members directly in 
order to ensure they are distributed promptly. 

AC 14/17 Matters arising 

Publicity leaflets have been printed; some have been allocated to the York group and others will be taken to 
the Driffield Show. 

A meeting about Walking For Health is being organised by Ramblers Central Office on 4 August; Roy Hunt 
can provide an application form for anyone who would like to attend. 

Roy Hunt has met with NYCC staff re their request for help with prioritising footpath work. This would 
involve Ramblers members volunteering to look at new problems reported and to work through the backlog 
of reported problems to determine where problems are legitimate and unresolved. 

Tom Halstead is looking to move away from the area and so will be resigning as secretary and access officer 
in the near future. This will be discussed further at the next meeting. Someone will need to take ownership of 
the York group website. Council members were asked to consider potential candidates to put forward. 

AC 15/17 Area and group reports 

Reports provided by several groups were presented as circulated. 

a) Treasurer 

Finances remain healthy, and the bid for next year has been reduced to £5300. The bid was accepted by the 
council. 

b) Hull & Holderness 

The storyteller walks have been an excellent idea, and have made a great contribution to the City of Culture. 

c) Area Camp 

The council thanked Harry Whitehouse for the many years that he has organised the camping trip. 

d) Access 

Tom Halstead wrote to Natural England regarding the Coastal Path; they have digitised 80% of the route 
from Spurn Point to Paull. ABP are considering suggestions around their Salt End site, and it is unclear what 
the route will be between Paull and Hull. Tom Halstead has been the driving force behind the route of the 
Coastal Path in our area. 
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e) Membership 

Marilyn Skelton was thanked for providing the statistics on people not renewing their membership. 
Retention and Roy Hunt’s communication to members at the end of their first year will be discussed at a 
future meeting once there is more data available. 

AC 16/17 Communication 

It has been suggested that as increasing numbers of members use email, we should make a stronger push to 
get members receiving Area communications electronically. 

Tony Corrigan proposed a working party made up of a member from every group to consider matters of data 
protection and how to manage and maintain the electronic and hard-copy distribution lists. Tony Corrigan 
agreed to draw up draft terms of reference for the working party. Action: Group representatives should 
send their nominations to Roy Hunt. 

It was clarified that the request that had been made to Pocklington group was to host the stuffing evening, 
but they would not be expected to fully staff it or run it without support from other groups. 

Vanessa Griffiths reported that some areas have already gone down this route. Central Office are looking at 
how they can facilitate electronic communication for areas, and how this could lead to personalised 
communication for individual members. Vanessa to provide a contact name from another area that has 
already moved to electronic communication. 

AC 17/17 Social media 

Stephen Down suggested that larger groups consider setting up a page on Facebook in order to improve 
communication between members and to attract potential new members. There was concern from some 
members that not all groups would have enough current members who use Facebook to make this viable. 
Scarborough group has a YouTube channel to complement the photos on the website. Facebook has been 
used to good effect for other activities such as the Humber Half-Marathon, but it needs to be promoted 
strategically to be effective. Roy Hunt noted that the level of traffic on the GYBO Facebook group is good; 
regular enough to be prominent on the news feed but not so frequent that it is overwhelming. 

Vanessa Griffiths heartily encouraged groups to use social media in order to broaden their reach and appeal 
to new members. If any groups do set up social media accounts, they should contact Tony Corrigan to get 
them promoted on the area website. Action: Roy Hunt to write a piece for the next Area News. 

AC 18/17 Correspondence 

Correspondence was received from Pacer Health, asking for our support in promoting their product. The 
precedent has been set previously that we do not promote commercial products, and the council saw no 
reason to change this policy. 

AC 19/17 Any other business 

Vanessa Griffiths noted that key things for the Area to consider are inclusivity, family-friendly walks and 
partnerships for walking festivals. These are things that need to be addressed if the membership is to grow 
and move forwards. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 17 October, 7.30pm, at Wetwang village hall. All reports to be 
submitted by 3 October. 


