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Notice of 2018 Area Annual General Meeting

All EYDA Ramblers members, and representatives of affiliated organisations, are invited 
to attend the

Annual General Meeting  
at 2.00 pm on Saturday January 287h 2018 in Newport VH HU15 2PP  
Prospective members may be introduced and are welcome (non-voting).  

AGENDA
1.   Attendance (please sign the record) and apologies for absence.
2.   Chairman’s opening remarks.
3.   Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting.
4.   Matters arising from the minutes.
5.   Annual Report for 2016-17.
6.   Financial statement – Accounts for year ending September 30th 2017.
7.   Election of Officers and Council Members:

8.      Appointment of Independent Examiner.
9.      Appointment of Area Delegates to 2018 General Council at Bangor.
10.    Motions of which notice has been given in writing to the Area Secretary in
         accordance with rule 11(viii) of the Constitution.  
11.    Any Other Business.  

 After the formal meeting and a short break a Trustee will speak. 

President Vice-Presidents Chairman

Vice-Chairman Secretary Treasurer

Area Footpath Secretaries Walks Programme Cood. Countryside Officer

Access Officer Communications Officer Area News Editor

Webmaster Membership Secretary Minutes Secretary

Publicity Officer Area Council Members

Nominations and volunteers will be welcome at the meeting but 
preferably notified beforehand, with written agreement of nominees 
unable to attend.  Group Secretaries should provide details of up to 
two representatives appointed at their AGM
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

I would like to thank all our members whether you are walkers, members of working 
parties, committee or council officers, or those who simply support our charitable aims 
through your annual subscription.

I think of Ramblers as very much a grass roots charity. Our strength is in what we achieve 
through our local membership. When I joined the Board of Trustees in 2015 I thought, 
perhaps somewhat naively, that all Areas and Groups across the UK operate in much the 
same way. I now realise that if there is such a thing as a “gold standard”, then our Area is 
either there or thereabouts. We should be proud in what we achieve.

Earlier this year Tom Halstead, our Area Secretary and Access Officer, announced that he 
is in the process of leaving Yorkshire to live closer to his family. Tom has done a wonderful 
job for Ramblers since joining more than 21 years ago. He has done so much in so many 
areas that it would be difficult to recall everything. Personally, I view his greatest legacies 
are in championing open access and the development of the English Coast Path. These 
are excellent examples of what differentiates Ramblers from local walking clubs.

However, Tom’s leaving means that we have a vacancy for an Area Secretary. It is 
important that we fill this role because constitutionally, for the Area to exist, we have to 
have somebody willing to take over. This is a role that can be carried out predominantly 
in the comfort of your own home. Tom has kindly agreed to provide help and guidance 
as best he can. Of course, it would be lovely to have more than one applicant for the 
job or perhaps to have two people willing to share the role. So, could I ask everyone to 
give this matter serious consideration prior to our AGM and make your interest known 
to either Tom or me.  So, my objective for 2018 is to increase our retention rate for new 
members by 20 percentage points over 2017 by encouraging those who, for whatever 
reason, decide to stop walking with us, to stay as members to support the excellent work 
we do as guardians of our footpaths.

Roy Hunt
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

AREA MEMBERSHIP FIGURES at 30 SEPTEMBER 2017 

Figures in brackets refer to 2016.  There were 1602 (1618) members at the end of 
September. That equals a 1% reduction in numbers.  The number of new members was 
190 (169) and reinstated members 20 (31). 
 
Membership figures by group

GROUP 30 SEPT 
2016

30 SEPT 
2017 CHANGE

Beverley 330 313 -17
Hull & Holderness 152 150 -2

Ryedale 138 133 -5

Scarborough 108 111   +3

Pocklington 174 179 +5

York 526 519 -7

Howden & Goole 62 62 0

GYBO 96 95 -1
Area (non-group) 32 40 +8

National membership on 1 October 2017 was 104,694 (105,990 in 2016). These figures 
comprise members living in England 92,065 (93,319), Scotland 6502 (6541), Wales 5824 
(5837) and Overseas 303 (293). That is a reduction of 1.22%.

The Area has 11 (10) affiliated clubs:

       Goole & District Rambling Club                  Hull CHA Rambling Club                  
  Patrington Walking Club                               Rowntree Moor & Fell Club
  Ryedale Walking Group  Scarborough Walking Club 
  Wheldrake Walking Club                   The Windmill Walkers (Beverley) 
  Wykehyker Walking Club  York  HF Rambling Club
  Christian Walking Club (Joined July 2017)

The Ramblers  appreciate the support of these affiliated groups..

Marilyn Skelton                            
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WALKS PROGRAMME AND EVENTS

Winter 2016-2017 Winter and Summer 2017 ‘Programme and Events’ booklets were 
published, again this year, containing 303 and 369 walks, respectively. This represents anthis year, containing 303 and 369 walks, respectively. This represents ancontaining 303 and 369 walks, respectively.  This represents an 
increase of 8.7% on the previous year. Slightly fewer walks were posted on the Ramblers 
Walks Finder, with most groups including a location in the ‘Title’ thus enabling visitors 
and guests to search for walks by location. The Walks Finder facility, which provides a 
description and further information for walks, could be used more frequently.  Both the 
‘Winter Walks Festival’ and the ‘Walk About’ can have walks attributed to these events.

Although every effort is made to adhere to the programme, it does very occasionally 
happen that details of a published walk need to be amended. In the event of severe 
weather or unforeseen road works, any cancellation or amendment will be published on 
the Ramblers Walks Finder and, where possible, also on Area and Group websites and 
via email groups. 

If severe weather is forecast, it is each walker’s responsibility to check the Walks 
Finder and websites for amendments (or to phone a friend who can) or, as a last 
resort to phone the relevant Group/Walk Secretary before setting off for the 
walk. 

If the planned route is not walkable or hazardous, e.g. the start may be accessible but the 
planned route could be obstructed (by deep snow for example), an alternative, possibly 
shorter route might be considered. Both the route and the distance can be altered prior 
to or on the walk without notice at the leader’s discretion. 

Leaders and groups should consult the full policy for amending or cancelling walks 
on the area website where the relevant contact details are provided as well as in the 
programme booklet.

Geoff Richardson
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FOOTPATH REPORT: EAST RIDING AND HULL

In East Riding of Yorkshire (ERYC) and Hull City Local Authority areas how do we contribute 
to Ramblers charitable objective ‘provision and protection of foot paths and other ways 
over which the public have a right of way or access on foot, including the prevention of 
obstruction of public rights of way’?

Consultations and Legal 
We consult on Definitive Map Modification Orders, diversions and many other legal issues 
relating to public rights of way. Considered by an Area Footpath Committee comprising 
Peter Ayling and Chris Prince (Beverley), Ray Wallis and Eric Wright (Hull & Holderness) 
and Tony Corrigan (Pocklington). The Committee is still without an appointed secretary.

The electronic consultation process introduced in 2016, including where necessary, 
comment from Group Chairs continues to function effectively. This last year has seen 
20 formal consultations being dealt with for creation, extinguishment or modification of 
rights of way. Additionally, several pre-application consultations have been considered 
together with other rights of way issues.
In March 2015 ERYC made an order to extinguish part of Goole 11 public footpath. Area 
Footpath Committee objected to the order. On 4th May 2015, The Secretary of State’s 
Planning Inspectorate adjudicated and refused to confirm ERYC’s order.

A Footpaths One Stop Shop
Survey Parish paths, identify problems and then contribute to ensuring they become 
fit for purpose. This approach in partnership with ERYC is practised by Pocklington and 
Beverley Groups. A small number of volunteers undertake surveys and/or carry out 
footpath maintenance. Tasks have been varied, e.g., clearing obstructions, repairing 
bridge rails, repairing/replacing sign posts and brush cutting. The 425 volunteered 
hours of work included sinking or resetting 112 way mark posts, attracting appreciative 
feedback from National Trails, County and Parish Councils.

Looking Backwards to go Forward
With an eye on a 2026 cut-off date for adding historic paths to the Definitive Map, a 
few members attended a training session on research and process methodology. Parish 
Councils have also been assisted in researching and submitting possible claims. 
All time consuming but in 2017 nine applications were submitted to ERYC.
Network Rail’s national programme of crossing closures remains a concern for all path 
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networks. This was not made any easier in February 2017 when the Queen’s Bench 
Division of the High Court ruled against Ramblers in a claim based on user evidence for 
a path crossing over a rail line.

Tony Corrigan

 FOOTPATH REPORT: YORK AND NORTH YORKSHIRE

I am grateful for the invaluable work put in by various members of our 3 Local Groups, 
looking into and taking appropriate action on any Path related information they receive, 
including items I have passed on to them.  I am usually available to provide back-up and 
advice where needed.  This work is mostly unseen by those walking in the countryside 
and we appreciate the financial support of our members for this work, especially those 
who do not walk with Ramblers Groups.

Les Atkinson is on the North York Moors Local Access Forum (NYM LAF) and Scarborough 
Group provide a very successful monthly Work Party for the National Park.  Outside the 
Parks, North Yorkshire (NYCC) is moving slowly on accepting Volunteer Work Parties.  
They have a trial with Lower Wharfedale Ramblers and we hope they will find suitable 
tasks for Ryedale Group.  York Group’s offer to help is on hold due to needing someone 
to lead a Work Party.

Tom has been a member of the North Yorkshire LAF for some time, with special interest 
in Open Access Land and work on the English Coast Path.  Tom started work on the status 
of and claiming Rights of Way over privately maintained public highways (RT Roads) and 
Unsurfaced Unclassified County Roads (eg. Green Lanes), but he will be leaving us to 
finish the task ourselves, so we need new faces to replace him.  This work can be done 
by members who can longer walk any distance.  The City of York has not had a LAF for 
some years, but some User Groups are trying to set-up a new one.

York members continue to Survey 25% of the City’s paths each year for the Council.
Lynn Croskin and Doreen Felton set up a Path Survey scheme for York Group, based 
on Ryedale’s.  Ryedale are still trying to get some action on the Issues they reported to 
NYCC, using the Rural Payments Agency for a few Issues.  Unfortunately, any outstanding 
Issues that are the responsibility of the landowner will have to be reported again to bring 
them into the new NYCC systems.
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One of my tasks is liaising with both the York and North Yorkshire Public Rights of Way 
Teams.  North Yorkshire’s preferred method of talking with Ramblers is through their half-
yearly Public Rights of Way Local Liaison Group meetings, where we receive Reports on 
progress (or lack of it) on their various work streams and policies.  This opens discussions 
on past work and future prospects with representatives from Ramblers from all parts 
of the County, other Path Users, Landowner Groups and Farmers, as well as Staff.   Last 
year for example we were consulted on a Path Prioritisation Scheme, which we thought 
would result in no work on the lowest order paths.  The only resulting significant changes 
to the Scheme were to remove any Bridleway from the lowest order and confirmation 
that initial clerical action would be taken on all reported Issues.   

Many years ago we suggested changes to working practices, which were agreed as 
policies by County Councillors, but not taken on board by the PROW Staff.  Due to reduced 
staffing they have finally started to revise their working practices to improve the speed 
of resolution for many reported Issues.  Some of these look very similar to the earlier 
ones, but spelt out in more detail.  Due to the time spent on re-organisation the number 
of resolved Issues fell by around 50%.  There are now over 9800 unresolved Issues, a 14% 
increase over the last 2 years.  Over half their paths have unresolved Issues, with over 
10% either obstructed or impassable.  At least half of the Issues are the responsibility of 
the owners and tenants, so we wait to see the effect of the new working practices over 
the next 2 years.

The Definitive Map Team are updating and digitising the Definitive Maps, looking back 
over their 60 year old records so accurate routes will be seen on both County Maps and 
the OS.  As a result of this work there was no action last year on any of the 150 old claims 
to add paths to the Definitive Map, some going back over 30 years, although the Old 
Coach Road at Sheriff Hutton was added to the Map following the two Public Inquiries.
The Definitive Map has very few paths in the old Scarborough borough, as there is no 
historic Map for the Borough.  This will require work to look into those paths that we 
believe to be Public Rights Of Way and find evidence for them before the cut-off date of 
2026.  A few members are looking into claiming historic paths in other parts of our Area 
that are not on the Definitive Map.  With the 2026 deadline fast approaching, more help 
is needed.   The promised regulations in respect of the 2015 Deregulation Act have still 
not been published.
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 The NYCC Diversions Officer has continued to progress some long-standing Diversion 
Orders in Ryedale, also suggesting any new applicant discuss their initial proposals with 
User groups, to save officer time before moving on to the statutory process.
He has still not made an order to finally close the footpath level crossing near Kirkham 
Abbey.  Network Rail will not carry out agreed safety work on the road until an order is 
confirmed.

We met with Network Rail and the Scampston Estate recently to discuss 3 diversions 
near the railway, one of which would allow a footpath level crossing to be closed.  

We would like more assistance, particularly younger members to take over and carry the 
baton, so our work can continue.  Some of the tasks are desk based, whilst others are of 
course outside.  We rely on walkers reporting any Issues they find on their walks to the 
relevant authority, using either the authority’s website, or the Ramblers Pathwatch app, 
preferably with 1 or 2 photographs.  Issues will not be resolved without reporting.  With 
reporting over half should be resolved.  Remember to take secateurs with you to clear 
gaps, gates and stiles of vegetation for the benefit of others.
 
David Nunns
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ACCESS REPORT

Filey Brigg to Easington �� Andrew Best, the“North East Hub Delivery Lead”for NaturalAndrew Best, the “North East Hub Delivery Lead” for Natural 
England, wrote in March that they still had a few delays with the report. The only inland 
detours are where there is rapid erosion, which means that it’s not safe or financially 
prudent to construct the path close to the cliff tops.  Nevertheless, there are some big 
“wins”.  The interest and cooperation from holiday villages and the like was particularly 
welcome. There also a few conservation appraisal issues on Flamborough Head.  Once 
Natural England has published the report, a Secretary of State decision is expected about 
8 months later, with a view to opening the stretch by the end of 2018.  At the time of 
writing, Andrew has said that things are in place for publication early in the New Year.early in the New Year.in the New Year.

Easington to Humber Bridge� Work on this stretch, and its companion from 
Mablethorpe to the Humber Bridge, began in the October 2016.  I attended a meeting 
in Barton-on-Humber in November. 2016.  The team from Natural England reported 
that they were near to completing their work on this stretch and hoped to publish their 
proposals in the near future.  In July, Steven Westwood who is the “Lead Adviser Humber 
Bridge to Easington stretch”, wrote that they were currently walking the course on the 
north and south banks of the Humber and had digitised around 80% of the route to 
the East of Paull on the north bank.  They have had an initial meeting with Associated 
British Ports (ABP) with regards to alignment of the line of the path around the Lords 
Clough and the Saltend area adjacent to Paull Road, at which ABP agreed to take their 
suggestions away for consideration. At the time of writing, ABP have yet to agree to any 
of Natural England’s suggestions.

Article in Walk Magazine� Mark Rowe is a journalist and a regular writer for Walk. 
He wrote a lengthy feature article ‘Connecting the Coast’ in Issue 55 (Summer 2017), 
which described the input Ramblers volunteers have been making in the creation of 
the England Coast Path.   He interviewed me over the telephone about the involvement 
of our volunteer team in proposing a route along the Yorkshire coast from the Humber 
up to Filey Brigg and our views about the project. Four paragraphs were devoted to 
our section of the coast and the importance of roll-back for the Holderness coast was 
mentioned in the section on ‘The erosion issue’.

Tom Halstead
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COUNTRYSIDE REPORT

Wind turbines
Previous applications still under consideration include:
1. Four 111-m high turbines at Withernwick, South Holderness: at the public inquiry 
in Oct 2016, the Area again objected. The Inspector’s report of Jan 2017 upheld the 
applicant’s appeal. 
2. Five 132-m turbines at Bonwick near Skipsea: this application was refused by ERYC in 
2015 and again in Feb 2017 after resubmission. The Area objected to both applications.

Fracking 
Following NYCC’s approval in May 2016 for fracking at Kirby Misperton near Malton, the 
Council approved the conditions for the process in Sept 2017, and fracking is likely to 
commence before the end of this year.

Other applications
1. The applicant’s appeal against ERYC’s refusal for 82 houses adjacent to the Wolds Way 
in South Cave was heard at a 5-day public inquiry in Jan 2017. South Cave PC and ERYC 
strongly objected, because the land was not designated for building. The Area argued 
that the development would significantly impair the views of the Wolds landscape from 
the Wolds Way. The Inspector’s report of 13th March 2017 dismissed the applicant’s 
appeal, so the houses will not be built. 
2. The Area objected to an application for an anaerobic digester plant at Leven near 
Beverley, because it was too close to  the village and several rights of way. ERYC turned 
this down in April 2017, and a modified application in Nov 2017
3.  The application for 325 (full permission) and 575 (outline permission) dwellings to 
the SE of Beverley, to which we objected in Nov 2016, is still “pending consideration”. The 
large volume of paperwork thus generated, several items of which were submitted after 
the closing date for objections, makes it difficult to determine how far this application 
affects the existing ecology and rights of way. Of 5.2 km of existing hedges, some of 
which have interesting vegetation, 40% would be lost, to be replaced in part by beech 
monoculture. The Town and Parish Councils both supported the application in only brief 
responses. Beverley Civic Society objected in detail, noting that many of the desirable 
features present in the 2014 Development Brief had been lost.
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Urban environment issues
We responded in Jan 2017 with Hull & Holderness Group to Highways England’s third 
draft plan for upgrading the A63 through the Old Town in Hull and associated issues: 
while we agree with the western underpass and pedestrian bridge at Princess Quay, we 
object to the loss of the eastern pedestrian bridge at Market Place, forcing walkers along 
an inferior route under Myton Bridge. (Note added 23rd Nov: the Princess Quay Bridge is 
to be started in Oct 2018 and finished by Dec 2019, ahead of the main scheme.)  

General 
The sources of future applications for energy-generating plant are uncertain. With costs 
for wind-generated energy steadily decreasing, on-shore wind farms could come back 
into favour. If the current fracking operations were to prove practicable and safe, at least 
in in the government’s judgement, then further applications could come rapidly. With 
the current pressure to increase house-building, it is likely that many large schemes will 
be proposed, some on greenfield sites, making it difficult for our volunteers to respond 
adequately. There are also accounts of large agri-developments in nearby counties 
slipping through the planning system. 

Countryside Team
If you consider this work important, and to ensure successional planning, please 
consider volunteering. Thanks to Tony Corrigan (Pocklington), and Bob Dealey (Beverley 
Countryside Officer), for support, and to Tony Ashbridge (Pocklington), Steve Lack (Hull 
& Holderness), and Stephen Sanger (York) for assistance in specific cases. We miss the 
always helpful advice from the late Gillian Zewde, former Footpath Officer for Ryedale 
Group, who sadly died in May 2017.  

Peter Ayling
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AREA WEBMASTER

Most new members are invariably joining on line, being computer savvy and thus using 
Area’s website. It is also refreshing to learn of some members whose computer skills 
although limited, routinely look at the website for photographs and walk details. 

Continuous improvement of system software is a constant aim and has resulted in: 

1. Speed optimisation of page loading times
2. Under Walks, an icon (hover over it) gives a grade for each walk
3. Facebook links on Beverley and Hull & Holderness pages
4. News or important items of interest appearing in brief on the front page.

The site contains a useful Document Store containing Area reports, newsletters, annual 
reports etc..

During the year a total of 171,000 website pages have been viewed. This figure does not 
include individual modules appearing on the front page.

Repeating last year’s request, for succession planning purposes, a replacement webmaster 
is needed for training and to take over in autumn 2018.

Tony Corrigan

AREA NEWS EDITOR

During the last past year I have produced three editions of Area News; regular items 
include Area Chairman’s report, President’s comments, information about Area and group 
events, coach outings, details of area camping weekends, footpath issues and photos of 
Ramblers enjoying walks in all weathers.

My sincere thanks to all those who have contributed articles, news items and photos; 
special thanks to Peter Ayling for proof reading each edition.  Please keep submitting 
those articles- remember that the Area News is only as good as the items it receives from 
its readers.

Marian Thomas
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TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2017

The separate Accounts document shows a breakdown of receipts and expenditure 
for the year in more detail than in previous years.  This is in response to a suggestion 
at the last AGM that Mailshot printing and postage costs should be itemised in the 
Area accounts to highlight actual costs as a means of encouraging members to opt 
for electronic communication.  For the year ending September 2017 the total cost of 
postage was £2,111.73 whilst the printing cost of three Newsletters (£1,141.00), one 
Walks Programme (£410.00) and the Annual Report (£1,170.00) amounted to £2,721.00 
making a combined total of £4,832.73.  A direct comparison with the previous financial 
year cannot be made.  For year ending September 2016 the accounts included the 
September 2015 Walks Programme and September 2015 postage costs as those invoices 
were not received in time to be included in the year ending September 2015 accounts.  
Also the September 2017 Walks Programme print cost invoice was not received in time 
to be included in year ending September 2017 accounts and therefore will appear in 
next year’s accounts.  Mailshot printing and postage costs take up a substantial part of 
the Area Budget so please consider changing to electronic communications.  

The Area had £9,816.31 in the bank at 30 September 2017, £950.83 less than the previous 
year.  The reduction was less than anticipated, partly because of the September Walks 
Booklet mentioned above not being accounted for but also the Groups in our Area drew 
down only £939.80 from an allocation of £2,291.20 with the underspend remaining 
in the Area account.  Current guidance from Ramblers Central Office (CO) is that the 
reserve figure, that is the bank balance at year end, should be maintained at a range 
of between 40-100% of annual expenditure.  As annual expenditure for the year was 
£7,438.65 and the bank balance was £9,816.31, the Area reserve figure exceeds the 
recommended level.  The proposed budget for 2017/18 is £10,125.00.  The Area bid of 
£5,341.64 was reduced by CO to £2,296.64.  Most of the balance will come from the Area 
reserve which should ensure a substantial reduction in the reserve figure for the year 
ending September 2018.
 
The Area has no cash in hand, loans or investments but does have stock valued at 
£2,043.53.

Finally, the Area would like to thank Emily Hunt for her independent examination of the 
Area accounts.  
                                                                                                                                George Malcolm
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION � EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA

ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2017

£ £ £ £
Receipts 2016/17 2015/16
Funding from CO 5,531.20  6,402.28
Donations and Sundry items 5.80  20.00
Bank Interest (Unity Bank) 0  9.90
Publications/Badges sales 950.82  506.60
  6,487.82  6.938.78
Expenditure  
Walks Programmes  
Printing 410 1,230.00
Postage 0 1,775.33
Other 0 410.00 67.14 3,072.47

Walks Leader Training 28.01  57.46

Newsletters and Publicity  
Printing 1,141.00 1,141.00 1,157.  50
Postage 2,111.73 0
Other 448.88 3.701.01 447.92 1,861.92

Publication/Goods costs 322.80 0
Campaigns and Casework 141.40 190.95
Practical Work 100.00 0
Grants Funding 939.80 1,188.40

Meetings (including AGM)
Printing 1,170.00 1,150.00

Postage 0 559.16

Other 530.30  1,700.30 430.43      2,139.59     

Admin
Subscriptions/donations 45.00 45.00
Admin Costs 49.73 94.73       22.00         67.00 

 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 7,438.65        8,577.79 

 
MOVEMENT IN FUNDS +/- -950.83       -1,639.01 



14

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION - EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA

STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS at 30 SEPTEMBER 2017

2016/17 2015/16
£ £

Fixed Assets - Written Down Value 0 0

Total Net Book Value 0 0

(In accordance with RA Policy, only items costing over £5,000 need capitalising 
and shown as Fixed Assets.  )

Current Assets

Stock 2,043.53 2,443.79

Balance at Unity Bank 9,816.31 10,767.14

Total Current Assets 11,859.84 13,210.93 

Accumulated Fund
At start of year 10,767.14 12,406.15        
Excess/Deficit of income over 
payments

-950.83 -1,639.01      

9,816.31 10,767.14

The above reflects the position on receipts and payments basis.  



15

BEVERLEY GROUP

The Beverley Group was devastated by the death of our chairman and walks secretary, 
David Court in October 2017. David was an enthusiastic and popular member of our 
group, who also organised our annual coach outing and he will be greatly missed, not 
least for his charm and encouragement to our entire group.

Our activities as a group are dependent upon members volunteering to offer their 
services to the committee. At present several committee members, fulfil more than one 
position. Unless we get volunteers we cannot continue to provide such a full and varied 
programme.  We have set up a face book page for the group, and intend to set up an 
email system to inform members of walk alterations, and future events.  We continue to 
make progress with the River Hull walks booklet, which is currently at printers who are 
preparing a final proof.

The membership of the Group is slightly down with 314 members, and 34 new members 
joining to replace the 48 members lost to the group.

 This year has seen satisfactory resolutions to two issues in our area that were concerning 
us one year ago.  The appeal against refusal of planning permission for a proposed housing 
development adjacent to the Wolds Way in South Cave was dismissed, so preserving the 
view that we have often enjoyed from the Wolds Way seats which overlook that area.  An 
application for development at the Humber Bridge Country Park was withdrawn. 

There have been few applications in the current year that we have felt the need to 
respond to, but we remain concerned about our ability to adequately reflect the views of 
the membership, and we rely upon for members to become more involved, by reporting 
any plans they may be aware of and putting forward their point of view.

A total of 47 Sunday walks and 12 Wednesday evening walks, that in total covered 482 led 
miles, can be attributed to a few volunteer leaders, and we need some more volunteers 
if we are to continue to offer a full programme of walks.  In early May, David Court, once 
again organised a successful coach ramble, this year to Hathersage, Derbyshire.    
 
In September, a new event for the Group was trialled, a residential short-break at the 
Patterdale Hotel, Ullswater, when a small gathering of members enjoyed four days 
walking led by Chris and Elaine Prince.  
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Following last year’s AGM, the role of Group Footpath Secretary was left vacant following 
the resignation of Pauline Hakeney. We are grateful for Chris Prince volunteering to take 
on that role. This is  an important function in monitoring the safety and protection of our 
Public Rights of Way in order to enhance our enjoyment of the network of paths, for the 
benefit of all members of the public. 

There have been at least a dozen consultations, not all in the Beverley Group section, 
nearly all without any contentious issues. We intend to rejuvenate the Footpath Guardian 
scheme in 2018, with members adopting one of the 34 parishes in our area and surveying 
all paths in that parish. 

The Beverley Path Minders have provided East Riding Council of Yorkshire with 207 hours 
of free labour to cut back vegetation, and improve signage on the path network. In 
addition we have  way-marked the High Hunsley Circuit and Beverley 20 routes.

The group has continued to work with the Walking for Health initiative, and offered walks 
for the Wolds Walking Festival.

Joe Neal
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GYBO 

As my fifth and final year as chair of GYBO draws to a close, I am pleased to look back 
on another successful year for the group. We have continued to attract new members, 
many of whom have quickly become familiar faces and friends, which is important for 
the group as our demographic means we will always have a high turnover.  As well as 
drawing in new members, we continue to do well at supporting new(ish) members to 
take their first steps at leading a walk, with eight members leading their first walks over 
the last year. It has been great that we have managed four hostelling weekends this year, 
and these have been very popular with the members who came on them.

The nature of our target audience means that we will always face challenges around 
retaining experience and continuity, as people’s lives move on, and not everyone is able 
to plan ahead in order to lead walks or commit to attending events far in advance, but 
with the steady influx of new members who stick with the Group, we are well placed to 
go forwards, and I look forward to remaining a member of a thriving group. As I pass the 
baton on to the new chair, I am confident that the group is in safe hands (or feet).

Stephen Down

HOWDEN & GOOLE GROUP
  
This has been another active year for the group: we organised 35 walks, 15 of which 
were on a Sunday, there were 9 Saturday walks, plus 5 mid week-day walks and 6 shorter 
summer evening walks.  However we are short of walk leaders, with only 12 different 
members leading throughout the year.  Walks have varied from 5 to 11 miles, with, 
typically, around 12-20 walkers.

We have also continued with the optional practice of first meeting up either at Howden 
or Goole to arrange car sharing to the start of the walk. This seems to work well for 
our group as it is environmentally friendly and a good way to get to know your fellow 
walkers. All our walks have been a maximum of one hour’s drive from Howden or Goole.  
We have enjoyed a number of local walks along the banks of the Rivers Ouse, Derwent 
& Aire and of course in the lovely Yorkshire Wolds, but have also walked further afield,  
including, Kirk Smeaton, Thixendale, Humber Bridge, Sledmere, Sykehouse, Wentworth 
Estate South Yorkshire, Kirkham Priory, Selby Canal, Epworth, Drax Power Station Nature 
Reserve, Bubwith Rail Trail and Hatfield Moors. 
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In May our group led an 11-mile walk for East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s “Countryside 
Events” programme along part of the south bank of the Humber Estuary.  Our group has 
been asked to lead another walk for them in 2018.   Some of our members walked the 
Wilberforce Way long distance walk, 65 miles from Hull to York, in several stages.   

We had a stall at the Goole Hobbies Exhibition in March and our walks are regularly 
advertised in the Goole Times thanks to our member Janet Jackson, who is a local news 
reporter.  We are a very friendly, small group with a steady membership of around 65 and 
we are finding it very difficult to attract members onto our committee, despite this, the 
group now has a total of 5 committee members. 

Marian Thomas

HULL AND HOLDERNESS GROUP

Overview
2017 has been an important year for Hull and neighbouring areas, being the UK City of 
Culture.  Ramblers contributed in our own way.   Membership has been steady with a small 
overall increase and 30-odd new members.  The budget has been underspent again, and 
at the AGM there were suggestions for spending more money on promotional materials 
to distribute to community venues in our area.  We have contributed to consultations 
and planning applications affecting footpaths and pedestrian access and followed up 
reports of blocked paths. 

Walks
A full programme of Summer walks was again provided, with the Tuesday evening short 
ones being popular. It was very encouraging that more members came forward to lead 
walks, so we had a dozen leaders in all this year. Hull & Holderness aim to offer a selection 
of walks for new, and more established members, hence a variety of short, medium, and 
long walks, across the county. Mindful that the Area often has a plethora of “Walks in 
the Wolds” on Sundays, we have tried to offer some alternatives on Saturdays with later 
starts. Despite South Holderness’ s reputation as not offering the same delights as hills or 
coast for Ramblers, there are rewards in the gentle rolling countryside and small villages; 
so locals have turned the tide with new walks at Rimswell, Skeffling, Burton Pidsea and 
Kelsey Gardens.
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Routes & Roots
As part of our celebration of Hull as City of Culture 2017, we got together with Hull 
Storytellers group and organised an innovative programme of story walks during May. 
There was an afternoon of children’s tales around the old town and harbour; a walk 
from Cottingham across the fields that have been fought over for centuries because of 
their water sources; a fisherfolks’ walk down to Hessle Road; a river walk east to the new 
Siemens factory exploring the history of Victoria Dock; and a walk with poems and local 
history around Withernsea. A few ordinary rambles were on as well, at Skidby, Welton and 
Withernsea. The walks were very well attended (nearly 50 turned up at Withernsea) and 
brought together a mixture of people interested in walks, history and stories. It raised 
awareness of the Ramblers among new people. 

Liverpool Ramblers visit
Liverpool having been European Capital of Culture, the local Ramblers group was keen 
to see how Hull was doing, so they brought a coach load to Hull on June 17th for a 
tour. A very friendly crowd followed us on two walks: a longer one to St Andrew’s Dock 
and Hessle Road, and a shorter walk zig-zagging around the many attractions of old 
town, harbour, and centre. A bonus was bumping into Alec Gill at the History Centre, 
who promptly offered a tour of the photographic exhibition he had organised. The high 
point for Liverpudlians was the European Emigrants’ statue at Island Wharf, because an 
identical statue stands on the waterfront in Liverpool! 

Footpaths and access
Highways England held a major consultation on the future of Castle Street, the main 
road running through Hull to the docks. Ramblers were concerned to ensure that any 
developments provide better pedestrian access from the city centre to the harbour; not 
least because the riverside pathway is already part of the Trans-Pennine Trail, and will 
form part of the England Coast Path. Unfortunately our calls for a footbridge linking the 
Old Town and harbour have been rejected, but at least HE has agreed to build the major 
footbridge at Prince’s Quay. We hope HE will actually implement this plan, so watch this 
space.

Another objection to windfarm development in Holderness was also defeated, but our 
support for a campaign against an anaerobic digester plant near footpaths at Leven was 
successful. Complaints about blocked paths through caravan sites near Spurn are being 
investigated.
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Communications
We have continued to develop a Facebook presence and have picked up some new 
members this way. It is also a useful way of reminding people of forthcoming walks 
and any last-minute changes. Members who have provided an email address also 
get a monthly update. We have contributed to the Area Communications review and 
would exhort all members to supply Ramblers CO with their email address, as it helps us 
communicate frequently, rather than with two or three paper mailings a year.  Having 
said that, we have produced promotional materials on paper, particularly for the Roots 
& Routes events and found that outlets such as public libraries were effective for getting 
the publicity to non-members.

In December, we will feature in the Hull Daily Mail magazine. HDM were initially 
approached by Ramblers Communications Team at Central Office to promote the Festival 
of Winter Walks, and we have benefitted from their initiative, so a good example of how 
Central Office and local groups can work together.  It will raise our profile in the area and 
should help us to recruit some new members in the New Year, since we pointed out that, 
for those resolving to lose those extra Christmas pounds, Ramblers membership is much 
better value than a gym membership, of course, with the added benefits of fresh air and 
good company!

Steve Lack

POCKLINGTON GROUP

We have seen a small increase in overall membership numbers from 174 to 179 (30 
October 2016 – 30 September 2017). Membership of the Ramblers is slowly falling both 
locally and nationally, so our slight increase in Pocklington is encouraging. Over the 
year, Pocklington Group attracted 26 new members but the main challenge ahead is 
retention of members from the first year of joining. About 20% of Pocklington members 
now receive newsletters electronically, up from 3% a year ago.

In his 7th year as Walks Secretary, Martin Hill again delivered a full and varied programme 
of walks, with those of  between 9 and10 miles in length in the Yorkshire Wolds 
remaining the best attended on average. Highlights for some members in 2017 though 
were: walking the Yorkshire Castles Way in 8 monthly stages from April to October; an 
illuminating and professionally-guided walk around Hull, followed by a tour of the Arctic 
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Corsair in June sunshine; a fabulous walking holiday in Keswick in May, when we were 
blessed with blue skies, warm sunshine and superb views of the Lakeland scenery every 
day. On a personal note, I especially look forward to the Christmas walk and lunch as the 
perfect way to gather with other members to chat about our highlights of the year and 
look ahead to what’s coming up. Many members will soon be counting the weeks until 
we go to Criccieth in North Wales in May 2018 for a holiday offering coastal and mountain 
walks, with castles and cafes galore for those looking for something less strenuous.

The Group’s footpath maintenance team, formed in April 2016, has continued throughout 
the year to regularly undertake a broad range of tasks, including sinking or resetting 
75 waymark posts, with complimentary feedback having been received from National 
Trails, ERYC and parish councils. Those of us who walk these paths on a regular basis are 
indebted to a handful of members who put in many hours of hard work to make walking 
in our area a safer and pleasanter experience for all.

2017 has seen, for a variety of reasons, a reduction in the number of people coming 
forward to lead walks for our group, which means that fewer members are offering to 
lead more walks in order to sustain a full programme. We want to continue to offer walks 
every Wednesday and Sunday throughout the year but to do so we need new leaders to 
come forward as volunteers. Advice and help is there for you and we can suggest walks 
to lead. You may like to consider doing this as a pair – two friends perhaps – ideal since 
you have a ‘recce buddy’ and, come the actual day of the walk, a backmarker familiar with 
the route. If you enjoy our walks, please put your name forward to have a go at leading 
one. Just speak to any member of our committee or contact Tony Ashbridge, our new 
Walks Secretary, directly (details on website and in our newsletter).

Thank you for your continued support of the Pocklington Ramblers.

Sally White
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RYEDALE GROUP

The Group remains buoyant at the end of a successful year in which numbers have 
remained around 138, despite some members moving from the area and others 
resigning due to ageing.

It was with sadness we lost Gillian Zewde, our hard working Footpaths Officer, in May to 
breast cancer.

The Group has organised walks on 48 Sundays throughout the year led by only 19 
Leaders, showing the need for other Members to give leading a try!  Not included in 
the above total are the three walks offered on the coach ramble which this year went to 
Ilkley.  This was the first time in three years the coach ramble had been organised; it was 
well supported and enjoyed by all who went.

An important role of Ramblers is to ensure footpaths remain open and are not obstructed 
or overgrown and to this end two members of the Ryedale Committee, John Harland 
and Clive Crossly, have worked tirelessly in identifying footpaths which have been 
obstructed.  Eight examples of obstructed paths, all in Ryedale, were reported to the 
R.P.A. and after almost two years two farmers have had payments reduced and paths 
cleared. This acts as an example and a spur to others to clear obstructions.

The lighter social side of rambling has not been neglected by the Group either with food 
taking the starring role, namely mince pies after a pre-Christmas walk and the traditional 
New Year’s lunch to start the year in January.

Thanks to all leaders and committee members for your continued hard work and thanks 
to all walkers who make our walks such enjoyable occasions.

Jane Preston 

SCARBOROUGH GROUP

The guest speaker at our 2016 AGM was the senior ranger for the coastal region of the 
North York Moors National Park, Bernie McLinden, who talked about the importance of 
volunteers, such as our group working party, helping maintain the rights of way in the 
park. He gave a very interesting presentation and showed slides of work carried out by 
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our group and others.

Area chairman, Roy Hunt attended the meeting and, as a result of Bernie’s presentation, 
invited the new Ramblers CEO, Vanessa Griffiths to come and see one of our working 
parties in action. Eventually, in July, she visited the area in the company of the new 
appointed RA governance manager and vice-chairperson of the board of trustees, Kate 
Ashbrook. Their morning was taken up with a visit to Robin Hood’s Bay, where our group 
volunteers were erecting a hand rail along a well-used footpath.

Following on from our volunteering in the National Park, Les Atkinson, our group footpath 
secretary and working party organiser, was contacted by one of the NYCC officers about 
footpath work in North Yorkshire outside the Park. There was subsequently a meeting at 
Les’s cottage with two officers, Les and myself from Scarborough Group and Roy from 
Area. It was decided that Roy would try and drum up support from Ryedale and York 
groups to help the county. At the time of writing, I don’t know if progress has been 
made.  As well as organising the working parties, Les has been kept busy with footpath 
work, dealing with enquiries from the public, responding to applications for diversions 
etc, and attending the various committees concerned with rights of way of which he is 
a member.

Our rambles organiser, Trish Mumford has again provided us with a varied programme 
of walks. We have had led walks on most Sundays, regularly on Wednesdays and in the 
evenings during the summer. Unfortunately, Trish has had to step down from her duties, 
so the group are hoping a new volunteer to fill her shoes will emerge.  

Harry Whitehouse, ably assisted by Donna and Wayne Dosdale, organised the area camp 
at Middleton in Teesdale over four days in June. 23 members attended the very successful 
event. Donna and Wayne have volunteered to organise a similar event in 2018 and are 
planning a trip to the Lake District.  Harry has continued to manage the group website, 
of which we can all be proud. The number of “hits” increases by the week and stimulates 
a steady stream of enquiries about joining our walks.  

Lisa Crozier has continued to organise monthly meals out, which are usually enjoyed by 
about 10 members.

Phil Trafford
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YORK GROUP

2017 saw the launch of the York Group’s ‘Walking the Parish Paths’ project whereby 
members ‘adopt’ one or more parishes with the aim of walking and surveying all the 
paths in that parish on an annual basis and report to NYCC any problems encountered. 
Training and support is offered with the result that 76 of the 89 parishes have been 
adopted and some surveys have already been completed.  

There have been two successful Coach Rambles - in May, to Hathersage, Derbyshire and 
in October, to Hawes. Such was the popularity of the latter that a larger coach had to be 
booked and every seat was taken! Each Coach Ramble offered a choice of three walks:  7, 
9 & 11 miles, with an even uptake of each.

Membership numbers have remained stable with the number of new members equating 
to those that have left. The Group is keen to promote renewal by Direct Debit and for 
members to supply email addresses in order to facilitate communication.

The Amblers had another good year, providing gentle paced walks of 6-8 miles with 
participants coming from all groups within the East Yorkshire & Derwent Area. They 
are keen to encourage new walk leaders by offering help in planning and reccying of 
walks.

Public Transport Walks also had a successful year with 33 walks taking place even when 
encountering some problems with public transport. The group also organised the 
walking of the The Calderdale Way over 5 stages of 10 miles and a weekend in the Peak 
District.

Tuesday walks have continued although on a slightly reduced scale.  The Pub lunch walks 
still prove to be popular.  Wednesday walks have been provided almost every week with 
the usual choice of an east and west walk on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month.

Thanks are due to all leaders and backmarkers for their continued time and 
commitment.

Jill Wiseman
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RYEDALE WALKING GROUP (Affiliated)
It has been another successful year for our Ramblers affiliated group with a small increase 
in membership from 103 to 107, although it must be said many paid up members are 
rarely seen on walks, however the modest subscription of £7 a year persuades many 
to join the group and join us on walks from time to time.  We have at present thirteen 
members who are walk leaders. Our regular programme of one walk each weekend was 
supplemented with a midweek pub walk each month and an occasional evening walk 
during the summer.  The walks coordinator compiles a four-monthly walk programme 
three times a year. 

Our social events featured a walk and BBQ from The Sun Inn, Pickering in July, a walking 
holiday based at Glaramara Lodge, Seatoller in March and a walking holiday based in 
Llandudno in May.  Our Christmas walk and dinner this year is from Kirkbymoorside 
Golf Club. Our “walking diners” events continue to be well supported giving members a 
chance to eat out around every six weeks in an evening in local restaurants and pubs. 

Phil Catterall

WHELDRAKE WALKING CLUB (Affiliated)

Wheldrake Walking Club has been in existence for about 30 years and many of the 
original members still walk regularly with the Club.  We currently have 33 members, 
mainly retired.  Members volunteer to lead walks which take place one Sunday in each 
month.  Walks are usually circular routes about 7 to 8 miles long, taken at a leisurely pace 
with regular stops for refreshments, coffee and picnic lunch stops, and always a tea-shop 
or pub at the end!  We meet at the Village School and drive from Wheldrake to the start 
point of the walk.  We have walked in the Yorkshire Wolds, the Hambleton Hills, the Dales 
and North York Moors.  We average 15-20 walkers on each walk, although on several 
occasions we have had more than 30. In addition, we organize a couple of lunches, 
which are very well attended, surprisingly everyone looks very different when we are all 
done up in our finery!

We pay a small annual membership fee, currently £8 per person, which is used to pay 
for insurance cover (which has never been called upon) and the affiliation fee to the 
Ramblers’ Association.  We have a website www.wheldrakewalkingclub.com  which has 
attracted a lot of attention, last year from as far away as Crete, and this year from an 
Activity Centre in Wales!  We welcome anyone who would like to walk with us – we are 
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a very friendly group.  Details for anyone interested in joining us can be found on the 
website.

.Jenny Randon

AREA SECRETARY’S REMARKS

The Area Council held five regular meetings this year: at  Wetwang  VH, in October, 
December and February;  at Fimber VH in May and July.  The attendance at these 
meetings varied between 12 and 16, which is slightly up on last year.  The minutes of 
these meetings and of the AGM, prepared by the Minutes Secretary, Stephen Down, can 
be found on our website.

In April, three of our members attended General Council, which this year was held in the 
University of Southampton.  Our voting delegates were Peter Ayling and Tom Halstead.  
Lynn Croskin  attended as a visitor.  The motion we submitted, opposing the use of 
footpaths by cyclists became part of a composite motion, which was overwhelmingly 
supported.

As the use of social media: Facebook, Twitter, etc., becomes more widespread, Ramblers 
will come under increasing pressure to move with the times. Aware of this, Central Office 
is looking at how it can facilitate electronic communication for areas and how this could 
lead to personalized communication for individual members.  Several of our groups 
already are using some form of social media and the Area has set up a Communications 
Working Group to address some of these issues.

Tom Halstead
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The Ramblers’ Association is a registered charity (England and Wales no: 1093577, in Scotland no: 

SC039799) and a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales (no: 4458492). 

Registered office: Second Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW

GROUP SECRETARIES 2016-2017

Beverley Joe Neal
01482 860282
jjdneal@hotmail.co.uk

GYBO Ruth Hilton ruthc_hilton@yahoo.co.uk

Howden and Goole Marian Thomas
01430 431766
thomas.marian@btinternet.com

Hull and Holderness Elaine Tague
01482 328954
elainetague@gmail.com

Pocklington Sally White sally@pagoda.co.uk

Ryedale Jane Preston
01904 780218
parkland@talktalk.net

Scarborough Gary Malcolm
01723 863094
garymalcolm’btinternet.com

York Jill Wiseman jillmoncur21@gmail.com

The Charitable Objectives of Ramblers are to promote, 
encourage or assist in:
•  The provision  and protection of footpaths and the  prevention 
of obstructions.
•  The protection and enhancement of the beauty of the       
countryside, including campaigning for greater access to land on 
foot.  
•  The provision of facilities for the organising of rambling.
•  Advancing education on subjects related to access to, and 
conservation of the countryside and the health benefits of    
walking.



This 40 page walking guide is pub;ished by EY&D Ramblers.  Order your copy from Tom 
Halstead (tkh1@york.ac.uk) for the Ramblers price of £2.50 incl. p&p.


