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Notice of 2016 Area Annual General Meeting

All EYDA Ramblers members, and representatives of affiliated organisations, are invited 
to attend the

Annual General Meeting  
at 2.00 pm on Saturday January 28th 2017 in Burnby Hall, Pocklington, YO42 2QF.  

Prospective members may be introduced and are welcome (non-voting).  

AGENDA
1.   Attendance (please sign the record) and apologies for absence.
2.   Chairman’s opening remarks.
3.   Minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting.
4.   Matters arising from the minutes.
5.   Annual Report for 2015-16.
6.   Financial statement – Accounts for year ending September 30th 2016.
7.   Election of Officers and Council Members:

8.      Appointment of Independent Examiner 
9.      Appointment of Area Delegates to 2017 General Council at Southampton.
10.    Motions of which notice has been given in writing to the Area Secretary in
         accordance with rule 11(viii) of the Constitution.  
11.    Any Other Business.  

 After the formal meeting and a short break, Kate Ashbrook, BoT,  will speak. 

President Vice-Presidents Chairman

Vice-Chairman Secretary Treasurer

Area Footpath Secretaries Walks Programme Cood. Countryside Officer

Access Officer Communications Officer Area News Editor

Webmaster Membership Secretary Minutes Secretary

Publicity Officer Area Council Members

Nominations and volunteers will be welcome at the meeting but 
preferably notified beforehand, with written agreement of nominees 
unable to attend.  Group Secretaries should provide details of up to 
two representatives appointed at their AGM

Cover photograph: Thixen Dale
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

This is my first annual report as Area Chair. It has been a year where I have seen some 
successes, some interesting developments and heard some sad news. In this report I 
want to tell our members a little about the past twelve months, and what I personally 
want to focus on in the next twelve.

Looking Back at 2016–In April we hosted the Ramblers annual meeting, or General 
Council as it is called. The architect and driving force behind the logistics for this event 
was Tom Halstead who, along with his team of helpers, deserves much praise. There was 
very good recognition from those who attended which I know from past experience is 
praise indeed. Well done and many thanks to everyone involved.

During the year our central office in London ran a project called “Pathwatch” which 
was funded by a very generous donation from Ramblers Holidays Charitable Trust. The 
purpose of the project was to monitor the state of our footpaths across the UK and to 
report significant problems to the appropriate local authority to deal with, as well as 
our local footpath maintenance teams. Many thanks to our members who supported 
this project, and in particular I would like to thank Tony Corrigan for his significant 
contribution. The project was the first of its kind, and overall I consider that it was a 
success. There are things to learn for next time around and, at the time of writing, phase 
2 of the project is about to be launched.

Our walks and social programmes continue at the same pace as before, thanks mainly 
to the work of our Groups who do a lot to keep the momentum going. We also have 
strong teams of people who look after our rights of way both in terms of ensuring their 
continued presence and their physical state. These are the people who perhaps are 
generally less visible to our members but who deserve much praise for what they do. I 
will come onto this later in my report.

I must thank our Area Council who do a lot at Area level to keep us going and ensure 
that we do all of the things that differentiate us from most independent walking groups. 
Their work is important, but again largely unrecognised. Again, more later.

This year we lost some of our friends and members. But I would like to recognise two 
people who sadly passed away this year. Geoff Eastwood was a significant figure in 
Ramblers nationally and was a Vice President at national level. It was good to see so 
many Ramblers from all over the country pay their respects at his funeral. We also lost 

Dany Wlodarczyk who for many years did a fabulous job compiling and editing our Area 
newsletters. She was an Area Vice President and former Area Chair. They were lovely 
people and we will miss them both.

Looking Forward to 2017—Without pre-judging the election of officers at our 
forthcoming AGM, I have a personal objective or ambition for next year. But, to be 
successful, I need the help of all our members.

At present our membership is slowly falling both locally and nationally. The retention rate 
of all members is around 90%, which is good. But, the retention rate of first year members 
nationally is only around 45%. This is what you would expect for an organisation such as 
a gym or health club where you would only continue your membership if you continue 
to use the facilities. 

But, in Ramblers, we have two types of member. Those who are active in walking, social 
events and our charitable work, and those “inactive” members who remain members 
because they support our charitable objectives and provide us with about two thirds of 
our subscription income and around £1M of legacy income every year.

We hear too often comparisons between the cost of joining Ramblers and an independent 
walking group. The difference is because of what we do as a charity which keeps 
footpaths open and accessible. Without us, the pleasure of walking in the countryside 
for everyone would be much diminished.

My objective for 2017—We know that the vast majority of new members join us 
because they want to come walking with us. Initially they see us more as a body where 
they pay their money to gain benefit from our activities. I would like to think that every 
new member joining us would want to walk with us for ever. But, being realistic, many 
will decide for different reasons that they no longer want to.

What I want us to do, and which we largely fail today, is to convince all our members that 
the work we do as guardians of our footpaths is as important as, for example, the work 
that RSPB does in relation to bird habitat. If I make a comparison here, RSPB has ten times 
more members than us and you don’t have to be a member of any RSPB “club” to go bird 
watching. Surely it is equally important that we preserve our footpaths for the millions of 
people who enjoy them as it is to preserve the habitat for wildlife.
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So, my objective for 2017 is to increase our retention rate for new members by 20 
percentage points over 2016 by encouraging those who, for whatever reason, decide 
to stop walking with us, to stay as members to support the excellent work we do as 
guardians of our footpaths.

Finally, a little story. A few months back I was walking alone in the Castle Howard 
Estate and came across an independent walking group. I chatted for a while with their 
leader who “challenged” me in a light hearted way to join their walking club where the 
membership costs only £5. So I pointed out that his walking boots cost more than £100, 
his walking clothes the same, his carbon fibre poles etc. But, I told him, what do your 
members contribute to the walking environment. He immediately recalled a recent walk 
in Wales where he came across a group of Ramblers repairing a footpath. “Point taken” he 
said. “Yes, perhaps all regular walkers should become members of Ramblers to support 
the work you do for us.” He told me that he would join that day and asked how he 
could.

Roy Hunt

AREA MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Membership figures from 1st October 2015 to 30th September 2016.  Figures in brackets 
refer to 2014-15.  There were 1618 (1665) members at the end of September 2016, i.e. a 
2.8%. reduction.  The number of new members was 169 (186) but we lost 216 (206).  

National membership on 1st October 2016 was 105,990 (107,369), i.e. a reduction of 
1,3%.  These figures comprise members living in England 93,319 (94,736), Scotland 6541 
(6407), Wales 5837 (5930) and Overseas 293 (296).  

The Area has 10 (7) affiliated clubs:

  Goole & District Rambling Club                  Hull CHA Rambling Club                  
  Patrington Walking Club                               Rowntree Moor & Fell Club
  Ryedale Walking Group  Scarborough Walking Club 
  Wheldrake Walking Club                   The Windmill Walkers (Beverley) 
  Wykehyker Walking Club  York  HF Rambling Club

Membership figures by group

GROUP 30 SEPT 
2015

30 SEPT 
2016 CHANGE

Beverley 341 330 -11
Hull & Holderness 155 152 -3

Ryedale 152 138 -14

Scarborough 108 108   0

Pocklington 180 174 -6

York 533 526 -7

Howden & Goole 64 62 -2

GYBO 99 96 -3

Area (non-group) 33 32 -1

AREA TOTAL 1665 1618 -47

Marilyn Skelton                            

FOOTPATH REPORT EAST RIDING AND HULL

The Ramblers’ listed first charitable objective is ‘provision and protection of foot paths 
and other ways over which the public have a right of way or access on foot, including the 
prevention of obstruction of public rights of way’.  Within East Yorkshire and Hull City Local 
Authority areas, Ramblers contribute to this objective in three main ways: -

1. Consultations— On Definitive Map Modification Orders, diversions and many other 
legal issues relating to public rights of way. This work has been delivered by an Area 
Footpaths Committee, comprising footpath officers or representatives from Groups. Since 
2002 Mike Jackson, as Area Footpaths Secretary, diligently and effectively managed this 
role, his detailed understanding of footpath matters as a volunteer being acknowledged 
by professionals. Mike stood down from this role at our January 2016 AGM. Thanks go 
to him for his assistance, commitment and achievements, which has been invaluable in 
preserving and developing our path network.

As a replacement was not forthcoming, the remaining members of the Footpaths 
Committee, i.e., Peter Ayling (Beverley) Ray Wallis (Hull & Holderness) and Tony Corrigan 
(Pocklington) created a system of electronic consultation that provides for inclusion 
of comments from group chairmen. One member is also temporarily undertaking the 
liaison role with local authorities as well as secretarial tasks, until the position is filled. 
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Between May and September 2016, this restructured system dealt with 24 consultations 
for creation, extinguishment or modification of public rights of way, plus other path -
related issues. 

Eric Wright, who recently volunteered as Footpath Officer for H&H, is the only footp[ath 
officer in the East Yorkshire and Hull area. If the other groups could find  volunteers, we 
could deal with DMMO consultations better.

2. Footpath Surveyors— ‘Pathwatch’ was only successful due to a small number of 
volunteers. One legacy is that it provided a platform on which to continue path surveys. 
There certainly is a need for a structured approach to check out rights of way, but at present 
a lack of group footpath officers and volunteers makes this task difficult. Fortunately, a 
few members continue to keep a check on the footpaths in some parishes.

3.  Maintenance Teams — In April 2016, Beverley and Pocklington Groups formed path 
maintenance teams. Enthusiastically, each month, volunteers have been out clearing 
undergrowth and siting new waymark posts. Their work, which has received appreciative 
comments, has improved the condition and visibility of the path network. 

Future Developments—  Flood defence schemes along the Humber estuary will 
impact upon some public rights of way. Implementation of ERYC’s Housing Strategy 
and Local Plans is seeing a proliferation of new estates, many entailing path diversions. 
Network Rail’s national programme of crossing closures will also result in some path 
diversions. Consultations associated with these major projects will involve our Footpaths 
Committee in a significant amount of extra work.

1st January 2026— This is the cut-off date for adding historic paths to the Definitive 
Map, the official record of public rights of way in an area. However, any footpath which 
came into existence before 1949 but, has not been requested to be on the Definitive 
map by 2026, will be lost - forever! Thus it is imperative for us all to focus upon where we 
walk, study maps and lodge claims before the deadline.

Tony Corrigan

FOOTPATH REPORT YORK AND NORTH YORKSHIRE

The sub-committee, which initially comprised Anne Allison, Doreen Felton, David Gibson, 
Peter Lidgett, Nick Slater and David Nunns, (Secretary), met three times.  Isobel Thomson 
had decided to stand down at the AGM, but continues to help with the City of York Path 
Surveys.  DG resigned in April and PL stated that he did not wish to act as Chairman next 
year.  Anne will not be standing for re-election, but will continue with the City of York 
Path Surveys.  A replacement for the Secretary will be needed to be found in the near 
future.  Several other volunteer Ramblers surveyed and reported issues on paths.  

The Big Pathwatch finished after Christmas and showed that surveys had been completed 
for 92% of the City of York squares and 45% of our North Yorkshire squares. Thanks are 
due to all those who took participated.  Building on last year’s experience, Ramblers are 
relaunching Pathwatch to report issues on an ongoing basis for the next three years.  
Members are encouraged to use it when reporting Issues to York or North Yorkshire. 
Alternatively, e-mail the report to rightsofway@york.gov.uk or paths@northyorks.gov.uk, 
preferably including one or two photographs to illustrate the issue. 

Committee members again surveyed 25% of paths in the parishes around York for City 
of York Council, most of which were in reasonable condition.

As a result of cuts to York City Council’s finances and the dropping of some of its proposed 
Gating Orders, York’s PROW team has been reduced.  There is no apparent progress in 
completing an accurate Definitive Map for the city.  This is important because the cut-off 
date for claiming paths, purely on documentary evidence is 2026.  For example, we need 
to get several estate paths in Haxby onto the DM, as their current status is uncertain.  
There have been ongoing discussions as to how to deal with the Ebor Way level crossing 
at Copmanthorpe if the line speed  were to increases, but, apparently, costs are too 
high.

North Yorkshire County Council completed its reorganisation of Countryside Services 
during the year, but has not fully revised their working practices consequent upon the 
reduced staffing levels.  Changes to working practices should help with processing 
Issues as they arise.  The main change is in asking landowners and tenants to carry out 
their statutory duties, rather than relying on Rights of Way staff.  Currently the staff are 
providing appropriate advice as to what is required and believe around half the Issues 
raised with owners and tenants are being acted upon. The number of outstanding 
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Issues, many of which are long-standing, has again risen to 9000.  Over 40% are the 
responsibility of the owners and tenants, but significant action cannot be expected in 
the short-term.  Excluding paths in the National Parks, NYCC consider 29% of its paths 
Good,  23%  Fair,  10%  Poor and  2%  Very Poor.  No information is available about the 
other 36%.

Villagers are still trying to progress proposals for a foot bridge over the River Derwent 
between Thorganby and East Cottingwith.  Applications for some of the solar farms 
around Easingwold have been approved. Poultry units have been proposed at Alne (2), 
Newton-on-Ouse, Wheldrake, Thorganby and Rufforth.  Planning applications that may 
impact on the enjoyment of path users are looked at by our sub-committee, but we 
would prefer most of them be considered by an Environment sub-committee.
 
Keep using those secateurs to remove overgrowth around small bridges, gaps, gates 
and stiles. 

David Nunns

ACCESS REPORT

Filey Brigg to Newport Bridge— Natural England opened the stretch of the England 
Coast Path between Filey Brigg and the Newport Bridge on 21 July 2016.  68 miles of 
sign-posted National Trail will give walkers new and improved access to Yorkshire’s 
coast.  The continuous route starts at Filey Brigg and passes north through Scarborough, 
Whitby, Saltburn and Redcar. It follows much of the coastal section of Cleveland Way 
National Trail with improvements to the trail. 

A small section of new access has been created near Staithes, where the trail has been 
brought closer to the headland, and opened new and spectacular views down into the 
harbour. North of Saltburn, where the Cleveland Way turns inland, the route continues 
through Marske to Redcar, allowing seaward access to Coatham Sands and South Gare, 
before turning west to follow the Teesdale Way through the industrial heritage area of 
the southern bank of the Tees Estuary to the Newport Bridge.

An additional, and completely new, 8-mile section between Newport Bridge and North 
Gare linking with the 34 miles of coast path in Durham is open, but not yet available for 
public use as work to establish the route is currently taking place.. 

Easington to Filey Brigg— At a meeting with Ramblers at Barton-on-Humber in 
November the team from Natural England reported that they were near to completing 
their work on this stretch and were hoping to publish their proposals in the near future.

Humber Bridge to Easington— Work on this stretch, and that from Mablethorpe to the 
Humber Bridge, began in the Autumn.

Access Team— Thanks to Ray Wallis, Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, George Malcolm, Eric 
Smith and Geoff Richardson, for their continuing support.

Tom Halstead

COUNTRYSIDE REPORT

General— Protection of the countryside is one of the Ramblers’ four charitable 
objectives, and this is achieved in part by monitoring planning applications from ERYC 
and a few from NYCC. The Ramblers’ agreed national policy is that, outside National 
Parks and AONBs, Areas should respond according to local circumstances. A significant 
development in this Area has been that after drilling licences were allocated in North and 
East Yorkshire, NYCC approved fracking at a site in Kirby Misperton near Malton, in spite 
of strong public opposition; the outcome of this drilling will surely influence the fate of 
future applications. Before fracking, wind farm applications have been a major concern 
since the first was received for Holderness in 1998, until applications peaked and ceased 
in 2015; this followed the Government’s reduction in subsidies for renewable energy 
sources, and a new requirement for greater account to be taken of local public feeling. 
Subsidies were also reduced for solar panel farms, and for a scheme for the transport of 
liquid carbon dioxide away from power stations to storage sites. 

Wind turbines— Responses were made to applications in the planning system before 
2015: 
1.  The applicant withdrew his appeal against a refusal by ERYC for five 125-m turbines 
near Lissett (already the site of a large wind farm).
2. The Inspectorate rejected appeals for two 58-m turbines at Barmston near Bridlington— 
even though they had been reduced from 84 to 58m in height.
3.  The applicant withdrew an application for a 67-m turbine near Beverley.
4.  Ramblers objected to an application to reduce the height but increase the rotor radius 
for three consented 120-m turbines at Melton near Hull, because this would increase the 
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noise and visual impact.
5.  The Area’s objection was maintained at the public inquiry in October against four new 
111-m turbines at Withernwick in South Holderness (one turbine was only 85m from 
a footpath, and construction of nine similar turbines nearby had caused problems for 
some villagers). Inspector’s decision is awaited.

Other applications—
6.  We expressed concern in the media over the secretive manner in which ERYC   had 
put out to tender the management of Skidby Mill complex near Beverley (including the 
working windmill, plus the museum and Sail’s Café —there are several rights of way 
nearby). 
7.  The applicant appealed in June 2016 against ERYC’s refusal for 82 houses adjacent to 
the Wolds Way in South Cave outside the designated planning area.
8.  Ramblers were asked by residents to object to the construction of a large pig farm to 
the SW of Middleton-on-the-Wolds: it was agreed not to object, there being no rights 
of way close by. 
9.  An objection was lodged against an application for 900 houses on land to the SE of 
Beverley as far as the Minster Way bypass. A similar application is in the pipeline for 1800 
houses in SW Beverley. It is not clear how many other towns  will be subject to such 
enormous applications that have the potential to destroy or damage many rights of way 
and existing countryside. The transport planners are now the true town planners.
10.  The Humber Bridge Board applied to construct a viewing platform at the top of the  
north bridge tower, with an adjacent visitor centre and large business park. Ramblers 
objected because of lack of clarity over the effects on a footpath and pedestrian routes. 
Rejected by ERYC in its present form on 22nd Nov.

Area Countryside Team— Thanks to Tony Corrigan from Pocklington Group, and Bob 
Dealey, Beverley Group Countryside Officer for support. Group chairmen will also be 
invited to comment in future (as the East Riding & Hull Footpath Committee does). 
Thanks also to Gillian Zewde and Terry Strickland of Ryedale Group, and Stephen Sanger 
of York Group for responding to specific cases. Countryside officers in groups not 
currently represented would be warmly welcomed into the team. Our consultations are 
mainly by email.

Peter Ayling 

AREA WEBMASTER

Most computer systems are subject of continuous improvement and our Area website is 
no exception. Between October 2015 and September 2016 as part of upgrading—

1.  A calendar was introduced to the home page enabling an “at a glance” view of walks 
by date and a link to walk details.
2.  Provision of an interactive map of previously used start/meeting points has been 
created from Ramblers ‘National Walks Finder’ information to assist Leaders and potential 
leaders. 
3.  Updated software for displaying photographs.
4.  An OS 1:25 mapping facility—now getting a lot of use. 

A significant proportion of new members visit our website prior to joining and most 
are completing on line applications to acquire instant membership.  Instant publishing 
of walk amendments and cancellations is a useful website communication tool and 
Leaders now make frequent use of it.  Albeit a slow education process, more members 
are now routinely checking web pages for news and walk details.  Viewing by members 
of Gallery photographs from led walks remains very popular. Regrettably, not all groups 
are in the habit of taking photographs during their walks.  The website could be improved 
if members shared experiences, photographs and snippets of interesting or humorous 
stories!

During the year a total of 174,250 website pages have been viewed.

For succession planning purposes, an assistant webmaster is needed for training and 
with a view to taking over in about 18 months.

Tony Corrigan
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TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2016

The Area received £6,402.28 from Ramblers Central Office (CO) which together with sales, 
donations and bank interest provided an income for the year of £6,938.78.  Expenditure 
for the year was £8,577.79.  A breakdown of the Area’s receipts and expenditure is shown 
separately.

The Walks Programme was the largest expenditure.  This was because, in addition to the 
October 2015 and April 2016 editions, the Oct 2016 edition was also included as the 
invoice was paid in this financial year rather than the next.  The rise in Newsletter/Publicity 
expenditure was due to increased Newsletter print costs and also the cost of producing 
a publicity leaflet.  Meetings expenditure continued to be a significant proportion of 
overall spend but the figure of £2,139.59 included the Annual Report print and postage 
costs of £1,714.16.  The CO funding included £2,432.28 for the Groups in our Area but 
they drew down only £1,188.40 with the balance remaining in the Area account.  

At the end of the financial year the Area bank balance was £10,767.14 which is £1,639.01 
less than last year. This is still at the top end of what CO consider as acceptable.  A 
budget of £10,811.20 has been agreed with CO for 2016-17 and their contribution will 
be £5,531.20.  Most of the shortfall will be met from the Area account and that should 
ensure that the Area bank balance is less at the end of the next financial year.  
 
The Area has no cash in hand, loans or investments but does have stock valued at 
£2,443.79.

Finally, the Area would like to thank Emily Hunt for her independent examination of the 
Area accounts.  

George Malcolm

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION — EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA

ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2016

£ £ £ £
Receipts 2015/16 2014/15
Funding from CO 6,402.28  14,630.  24
Donations and Sundry items 20.00  78.  50
Bank Interest (Unity Bank) 9.90  10.  18
Publications/Badges sales 506.60  595.  27
Advertising  
Other    
  6.938.78  15,314.  19
Expenditure  
Walks Programmes  

3,072.47  1,420.  59
Walks Leader Training  

57.46  75.  93
 

Newsletters and Publicity  
Area News 1,157.  50
Publicity 1,861.92 181.  95 1,339.  45

Publication/Goods costs
1,278.  39

Campaigns and Casework
190.95 392.  13

Grants to Groups
1,188.40 1,356.  30

Meetings (including AGM)
Meetings 2,139.59 2038.  35
General Council Observers  2,139.59 254.  40           2,292.75

Admin
Subscriptions/donations 45.00 45.  00
Admin Costs 22.00        67.00 57.  17        102.  17 

 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE     8,577.79      8,257.  71 

 
MOVEMENT IN FUNDS +/-  -1,639.01      7,056.  48 
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION - EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA

STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS at 30 SEPTEMBER 2016

2015/16 2014/15
£ £

Fixed Assets - Written Down Value 0 0

Total Net Book Value 0 0

(In accordance with RA Policy, only items costing over £5,000 need capitalising 
and shown as Fixed Assets.  )

Current Assets

Stock 2,443.79 2,803.24

Balance at Unity Bank 10,767.14 12,406.15         

Total Current Assets 13,210.93  12,406.15        

Accumulated Fund
At start of year 12,406.15        5,349.67 
Excess/Deficit of income over 
payments

-1,639.01       7,056.48

10,767.14 12,406.15

The above reflects the position on receipts and payments basis.  

AREA NEWS EDITOR

During the last past year I have produced three edition of Area News. Thankfully there 
is no shortage of copy. The September edition consisted of eight colour pages in A4 
format because I, with limited desktop publishing experience, found A4 easier to edit 
than A5.  I found editing Area News a rewarding and satisfying role and, in doing so, I 
have certainly learnt a lot more about the various groups in our Area.  

My sincere thanks go to all those who have contributed articles, news items and photos. 
In particular, I am grateful to Dany Wlodarczyk, who very sadly died of cancer in October. 
Dany had done a wonderful job as Area News editor for eight years before I took over 
and I am indebted to her for all her advice and support. She will be sorely missed.

Marian Thomas

BEVERLEY GROUP

The Beverley group continues to attract new members and its total membership at the 
end of September 2016 stands at 330 active members.  The Group had 32 new joiners 
throughout the year. This has been offset, however, by 25 people members leaving.
 
The group contributed a total of 25 Sunday walks, most starting at 10 am, towards the 
winter East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Programme.  Also, in conjunction with Hull and 
Holderness group, the group organised a number of Tuesday evening local walks. The 
group also supported the very popular Monday afternoon walks programme.  A very 
successful coach ramble was held in the Whitby area, with 52 members attending.

An accumulated mileage of not less than 250 miles was covered on our walks this summer, 
ranging from 5 to 12 miles, mainly in East Yorkshire, but also visiting North Yorkshire and 
North East Lincolnshire. No statistics are taken of those attending, but generally, between 
10 and 25 members have supported Sunday events.   On almost every walk, we have had 
members from other local groups, including Pocklington, Scarborough, York, Howden 
and Hull, as well as guests from Scunthorpe and Grimsby. Considering we are a group of 
300 plus members, attendance has been a little disappointing on occasions. 
 

The Charitable Objectives of Ramblers are to promote, encourage or assist in:
•  The provision  and protection of footpaths and the prevention of obstructions.
•  The protection and enhancement of the beauty of the countryside, including
    campaigning for greater access to land on foot.  
•  The provision of facilities for the organising of rambling.
•  Advancing education on subjects related to access to, and conservation of the 
countryside and the health benefits of walking.
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The East Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC) has adopted the plan for development of 
the area between the town and the new southern bypass.  The group welcomes the 
commitment to preserve and improve the footpaths in this area, and will continue 
to monitor the progress of developments to ensure that the needs of walkers are 
protected.

There has been an appeal against the decision by ERYC to refuse permission for a housing 
development adjacent to the Wolds Way at South Cave.  We maintain our opposition to 
this proposed development.

An application for development at the Humber Bridge Country Park, incorporating a 
new Visitor Centre, has been the subject of recent discussion.  The proposed centre 
would obstruct an existing public right of way, and it is unclear how the proposal will 
affect walking access from the Country Park on to the bridge.  An objection has been 
lodged, calling for clarification of the effect of the proposal on footpaths.

About 20 members have volunteered to help maintain our local network of footpaths 
and bridleways. We have purchased some tools with the aid of a grant from Central 
Office to enable us to dig holes for way marking posts and signposts. So far we have met 
on 10 occasions, and worked around 117 man-hours, to erect 19 way marking posts and 
2 signposts. Most of these have been in isolated spots, making it uneconomical for East 
Riding Council to pay contractors to do the work. We have also been involved in clearing 
vegetation obstructing paths, and revealing footpath signs that have become hidden by 
exuberant vegetation.

Joe Neal

GYBO 

It has been another great year for the group, with the number of members holding 
steady at around 100, and we have had a steady stream of new members joining the 
group and quickly settling in and becoming regular walkers.

As we do every year, the summer saw us completing a long-distance walk—this year 
it was the Ebor Way, but with the twist that, instead of the sections being led by the 
committee and old hands, we encouraged new and novice leaders  to take it on. This 
was mostly a success, and we intend to do the same again in future years. For the winter, 
we have introduced a series of themed walks taking us to a number historical battlefields 
in the local area.

Other highlights of the year included a welcome return to Scotland for our traditional 
Easter weekend away (even if the weather didn’t smile on us!), getting nineteen people 
round the Three Yorkshire Peaks 24-mile challenge walk in under 12 hours, a night hike 
on the North York Moors and two walks featured in the Wolds Walking Festival.

We have an experienced committee to take us into 2017 with a few new faces to bring 
in some fresh ideas. As well as our regular diet of weekly walks and monthly pub meets, 
we are hoping to offer more weekends away and a variety of social events.

Stephen Down
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HOWDEN & GOOLE GROUP
  
This has been another active year for the group, we organised 37 walks, 18 of which were 
on a Sunday, there were 6 Saturday walks, 4 summer evening walks and for the first time 
we organised some midweek walks. 

Walks have varied from 5 to 10 miles, with typically around 13-18 walkers participating.  
We have also continued with the optional practice of meeting up either at Howden 
or Goole to arrange car sharing to the start of the walk. This seems to work well for 
our group—it is environmentally friendly and a good way to get to know your fellow 
walkers. All our walks have been a maximum of an 1-hour drive from Howden or Goole.  
We have enjoyed a number of local walks along the banks of the Rivers Ouse, Derwent  
and Aire and of course on the lovely East Yorkshire Wolds, but have also walked further 
afield, including: Selby Canal, Skipwith Common, Bubwith Rail Trail, Goole Docks, Hornsea 
Mere, Thorne Moors, Hatfield Moors, Long Marston, Beeford and Hetchell Woods.

Some of our members completed the River Ouse walk—67 miles from the source at 
Ouseburn to the sea, divided up into 7 stages and in February we held a lunch with 
PowerPoint presentation, when one of the walkers related their experiences of the “Great 
Ouse Walk’”.

In May we led a 10-mile walk for East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s “Countryside Events” 
programme along the banks of the River Aire.  They have asked us to lead another walk 
for them in 2017. 

Our group exhibited at the Goole Hobbies Exhibition.  The group has also held a basic 
map reading walk, and has plans for another such walk, if there is sufficient interest.  Some 
of our members together with members from the Pocklington Group, and in conjuction 
with ERYC, helped with path clearance and waymarker repairs along the Howdenshire 
Way.  Details of this project were reported in the Goole Times, together with pictures.  Our 
walks are regularly advertised in the Goole Times, thanks to our member Janet Jackson, 
who is a local news reporter.

Although small we are a very friendly group and now have our own Tee and Polo shirts 
with a group logo.

Marian Thomas

HULL AND HOLDERNESS GROUP

This has been a year of rebuilding, after the number of officers reduced to one or two 
in 2015, with only one regular walk leader. Since then four new volunteers have come 
forward as officers and we have four or five walk leaders, although the bulk of walks 
are still led by Steve Mullarkey. Special thanks also to Steve for running the Summer 
programme of Tuesday evening short walks which have been very popular.

There has been a varied selection of walks. The Wolds remain the main destination, 
but we have also ventured to the East Coast and North Lincolnshire. For the Winter 
programme 2016-17, some new Holderness walks are scheduled. All members are 
welcome to suggest new routes or indeed to volunteer to lead a walk—experienced 
leaders will be happy to help plan and lead.

Popularity of walks has varied wildly, attracting from one to 25 walkers. There tends to be 
a mixture of members on our walks, from H&H and other groups, so it is impossible to 
predict who or how many will turn up.

 We have tried to improve communication with our geographically diverse group, with a 
monthly email and regular advertising of walks and other news on Facebook. This does 
not replace the existing printed newsletters and programmes, but it does allow us to 
remind people about walks closer to the time. Members can also add comments and 
photos from walks, which gives us useful feedback on whether it was enjoyed and worth 
repeating.

2016 saw the innovative decision to award the title of Honorary Life President to Jim 
Tulloch. Jim has served Ramblers as a group officer and as a walk leader for Ramblers 
Holidays in several places, including Sicily and Nepal, and has been a key figure in 
keeping our  group going over the years.

Hull is of course the 2107 City of Culture, and our group intends to become fully involved 
with a series of story walks—walks around Hull and Holderness, some with strictly 
historical talks and some more mythical.  We hope that this will add to the experience of 
natives and visitors in what promises to be an exciting year.

Our finances are healthy, with a balance at 30 Sep 2016 of £225.03, compared to £219.25 
last year.  Membership has remained stable at around 150.

Steve Lack
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POCKLINGTON GROUP

I took over the position of Group Secretary at the beginning of the year and Anne Exton 
came back on board as Membership Secretary. I soon found that being a committee 
member helps you feel more involved with the group and I would say to anyone who’s 
thinking about it—just give it a go!

The year has been full to bursting with lots of lovely walks in the Wolds, North York 
Moors and Hambleton Hills, plus a coach ramble to Swaledale, weekends in the Dales 
& Staintondale and a holiday in the Lake District. In addition to regular Wednesday and 
Sunday walks, we have had several longer walks some weekends, a summer evening 
walks programme and, new this year, a ‘night-time’ walk by the light of the harvest 
moon.

The average number on a walk is 16 with Wednesday walks remaining the best attended. 
In addition to all the walking, some members have enjoyed social events while others 
comment on how good it is that we often follow up a walk with a visit to a tea shop. 
Thanks especially go to Martin Hill, Chris Spencer, Graham West, David Archer, Jack 
Hutchinson, and of course all the walks leaders.

The group has seen its membership decline slightly this year (174 members, Oct 2016) 
and in spring we reached out to new members by inviting all who had joined since 
Jan 2014 to a social evening in Pocklington and also a 6-mile walk from Millington on a 
Saturday morning. Few attended but those who did were very appreciative. 

The group formed a Footpaths Maintenance Team of 10 members in April 2016, with 
willing volunteers turning out each month. So far they have contributed just over 200 
hours, installed 53 new waymark/finger posts and reset many more. Work has included 
restoring the 16-mile Howdenshire Way and clearing sections of overgrowth/overhang 
from the 2.5-mile stretch of the River Derwent bank between Stamford Bridge and 
Buttercrambe.

We all join the Ramblers for different reasons—to walk, to meet others, to discover new 
walks, to keep footpaths open, to simply enjoy fresh air and exercise in the company of 
like-minded people. Whatever the reason we join, what we get out of our membership 
depends to a great extent on what is put in by a relatively small number of people in 
each group. So if you have a little time to offer but find the prospect of leading a walk or 
becoming a committee member a step too far, you could for example help out with the 
organisation of a coach ramble or a social activity. Just email me or speak to a committee 
member on a walk.

Sally White

RYEDALE GROUP

During the past 12 months we have managed to organise walks on the majority of 
Sundays ranging in length from 4 to 12 miles. It continues to be a challenge to find 
leaders and we appreciate the support given by York and other groups.

In December 2015 our pre Christmas walk  from Thornton le Dale was followed by mince 
pies, stolen and tea or coffee. In excess of 40 people joined the walk.  The New Year’s 
Lunch was again held at the Forest and Vale in Pickering in Sunday 10th January 2016. 
The annual event received good support with 46 people attending.

Following the Ryedale Footpath Survey carried out in 2013 and 2014 when all footpaths 
with Ryedale were surveyed and problems reported to North Yorkshire County Council, 
we have been in regular correspondence on the implications of the survey for the 
authority’s PROW service. Further discussions were also held at the Local LiaisonGroup 
meetings.

In March, in order to explore accounts, e.g., seen in Walk magazine, that some groups 
had found that reporting PROW problems to the Rural Payments Agency had met with 
some success, we sent information to RPA on 8 examples of obstructed PROWs. To date 
there is no evidence that these problems have been resolved and we continue in our
correspondence with RPA.

In April the NYCC PROW team sent us a CAMS ( NYCC database) spreadsheet of all 
resolved and unresolved issues in Ryedale. This showed that only a small proportion of 
issues identified In our survey had been resolved and a substantial number had not been 
logged onto CAMS.  In the light of this, the Group Committee decided that it would be 
beneficial if, for selected parishes, the survey team could re-visit paths with purported 
resolved issues and those that had not been recorded on the CAMS database. If issues 
remained, individual reports of these issues would be sent to NYCC. Work on setting up 
the procedures for carrying out these updating visit is progressing.
The Group will continue to progress initiatives which lead to an improvement in 
footpaths within Ryedale.

Terry Strickland.  
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SCARBOROUGH GROUP

The group welcomed in the New Year with the now traditional New Year’s day walk led by 
Harry Whitehouse. This was followed by a Sunday walk led by Ray Johnson culminating 
with lunch at The Jolly Sailor’s, attended by 25 members. Also in January, our group 
hosted the area AGM for the first time.

The numbers attending the Group’s led walks have slightly increased to over 850 for all 
our walks from January to the end of September.  Rambles organiser, Trish Mumford 
has put together a varied programme of walks. In addition to our regular Sunday walks, 
which are usually 10-12 miles, there is now a regular mid-week 5 to 6-mile walk, as well 
as weekly evening walks in the summer months. Thanks are due to Trish and all our walk 
leaders for providing this exciting programme.

Richard Bedford organised an April short break to northern France for some of our 
members. Richard and Gary Malcolm had previously made the journey to recce the 
programme, which was enjoyed by all. There sounds to have been as much eating 
as walking!  In June, Harry Whitehouse, assisted by Phil Trafford, organised a camping 
long weekend at Ingleton. Although this was an area event, 15 of the 19 campers were 
Scarborough members. I say campers, although some attended in tin tents and others 
stayed in a holiday cottage. All enjoyed a variety of walks over the four mainly dry days. 

Recently, our group led three different walks for a party from the Medway Group, which 
was staying at the town’s Royal Hotel. Harry Whitehouse led a 12-mile walk, Alan Wrightson 
a 7-mile walk and Dave Grimwood led one of his famous Scarborough historical walks.

As always, Lisa Crozier has organised monthly meals on a Saturday night at a variety of 
venues, usually attended by up to a dozen members.
Our working party volunteers, whipped in by foreman Les Atkinson, have continued to 
help with National Park footpath maintenance. We now have a four weekly Wednesday 
session supervised by the Senior Ranger for the coastal area, Bernie McLinden, who will 
be our guest speaker at the Group’s AGM in November. As the Park’s budget contracts, 
Bernie foresees the park relying more and more on volunteer labour. 
Thanks to all our committee members and group officers, our walk leaders, our webmaster 
and all who helped over the past year in any capacity.

Phil Trafford

YORK GROUP

This has been a generally good year for the Group. Total membership remained around 
530 all year. Of course there have been comings and goings, with 38 joining this year, 
compared to 43 last.

Finances have remained steady, in the capable hands of Lynn Croskin, who has recently 
enabled electronic banking, which is very convenient. Funds are boosted by support 
from the Ramblers Holidays walking partnership.

Walks have, of course remained the core of our activities : Steve Hoather coordinated a 
full programme of 79 Wednesday rambles for the area, including two walks on alternate 
weeks, and Marilyn Skelton an increasing number of Tuesday walks. The Ambles and Public 
Transport groups continue to attract a steady clientele. Unfortunately Bob Marsham is 
no longer able to go out on the Ambles due to ill-health, so we won’t be celebrating the 
hoped-for centenarian-led Amble. In addition we coordinated a full programme for the 
Ramblers’ September WalkAbout festival, enabling us to gain more publicity. We shall 
have to see whether this results in increased membership.

Publicity continues to pose problems, although Andrew Brownlie contributes regularly 
to the local Handy Mag. He also produced a leaflet for the September WalkAbout festival, 
and is busy distributing the Area produced leaflet headlined ‘Walking is Good for Your 
Health’.

We have tried to encourage and work with the local Walking for Health group, making 
use of the 50+ festival to offer a joint programme. Possibly more of their leaders will join 
the Ramblers, and enable walks longer than 90 minutes to be offered.

Both coach rambles were very successful, with plans for next year under way.  Our initial 
deposit of minutes and other material prior to 2000 has been made to the York City 
Archives. David Nunns is still working to arrange the much larger deposit of footpath 
paperwork. The deposit already made should ease the transition to a new group secretary 
as Vera Silberberg retires from this post in November.

The committee remains full and active, with Vivien Irish taking on the role of Group 
Newsletter Editor. Although the coast is not in our group area, Tom Halstead’s work on 
Coastal Access must be applauded, with the opening of sections north and south of Filey 
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this year. Tom and others were seen briefly on TV during a discussion of the merits of the 
coastal path. The website continues to be well visited, and hosts such items as the River 
Foss society newsletter, as well as information about current and upcoming events.
We have followed the progress of the inquiry into the former Barnardo’s footpath in 
Tadcaster, disputed by the local landowner, and hope for a favourable outcome later 
this year.

A number of local members enjoyed helping at and observing this year’s General 
Council, held at the University of York. The organisation coordinated by Tom Halstead 
was especially appreciated.

The footpath sub-committee has continued to monitor paths in our area and attend 
Local liaison Group meetings . As well as the annual BVPI survey for NYCC  and the City of 
York, they have been asked to help with path surveys in the North York Moors National 
Park. Unfortunately there is no visible progress on a reasonable Definitive Map for the 
City, with the 2026 cut-off date for claiming paths purely on documentary evidence 
drawing nearer.  The reducing number of volunteers on the sub-committee doesn’t help 
the situation. NYCC Countryside Services have been reorganised, but there are at least 
9000 outstanding issues, an enormous number for a reduced workforce. Solar farms and 
poultry units have been proposed, or built, in several places in our area.

The Big Pathwatch achieved 92% coverage in the City of York Unitary Authority Area and 
45% in our North Yorkshire area, and we look forward to continuing the rolling survey  as 
the Pathwatch continues.

Vera Silberberg

RYDALE WALKING GROUP

Our group celebrated its 10th anniversary in September and we continue to walk at 
least once each weekend and occasionally during the week. Membership has held 
up well and at the AGM October we had 103 paid up members, of which a significant 
number are also Ramblers members. The subscription remains at £7 per year, most of 
which goes towards funding civil liability insurance and our website. We lost 11 out of 
101 members in 2015 and gained 13 new ones, such is the degree of “churn” in walking 
groups.  Although the number of members did increase slightly, it was noted that fewer 
people were regularly turning out on walks.  Shorter walks of less than seven miles are 

most popular, however most leaders are inclined to offer walks of between eight and 
eleven miles, in which case attendance is usually lower. 

Ten members enjoyed a self-led walking holiday in Cesky Raj, Czech Republic in September, 
and in October thirteen of us spent a long weekend based in Bakewell, including some 
of us climbing Kinder Scout.  Other demanding but single day walks were High Cup Nick, 
Blencathra one day and High Street in the Lake District on another. The harder walks are 
not so popular but there are around ten members who relish them.  In May several of us 
joined with the Ramblers and friends on the Patterdale week organised by Martin Hill of 
Pocklington Ramblers.  We had a great time and found all walkers on the holiday to be 
very welcoming.  

In September we supported the Howardian Hills AONB alongside the Ramblers and 
helped by leading three walks in one week in the AONB.  Thank you to Roy Hunt (Ramblers 
Area Chairman) and Jill Wiseman for supporting this initiative, which is now an annual 
event.  A series of midweek linear public transport walks were piloted early in the year 
in conjunction with Ryedale Ramblers but these were not well attended so the idea was 
dropped. We started walking the Yorkshire Castles Way in 2015 in York and finished the 
distance at Scarborough Castle in July 2016.  Thank you to Stevie Down, Chairman of 
GYBO, for putting this excellent linear walk together for us to enjoy.  
S
Our walking dinners are held every 4 to 6 weeks in local pubs and restaurants in an 
evening.  Between ten and twenty members enjoy the dinners.  Our Xmas Dinner is 
to be held at Malton & Norton Golf Club in December. In October at the AGM, three 
members stood down from the committee and three new members were elected so all 
positions were filled. 

Phil Catterall
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AREA SECRETARY’S REMARKS

At our Annual General Meeting in January, Roy Hunt was elected Chairman replacing 
Chris Bush, who stepped down as planned.  Chris continued on the council as Publicity 
Officer.

The Area Council held five meetings this year: at Wetwang  VH, in October, December 
and February;  at Fimber VH in May and July.  The attendance at meetings varied between 
9 and 13, slightly down on last year.  The minutes of these meetings, prepared by the 
Minutes Secretary, Stephen Down, and of the AGM, can be found on our website.

The Walks Programme booklet, which is published every six months, is the envy of many 
areas.  Its existence is only made possible by the efforts of the various Group Walks 
Secretaries and especially the Area Walks Coordinator, who has the task of typesetting the 
booklet and entering the information into the Ramblers’ Walks Finder app.  This requires 
considerable expertise and had been carried out for several years by Roy Hunt.  Therefore 
we are very fortunate that Geoff Richardson volunteered to assume this responsibility, 
which he is fulfilling with skill and enthusiasm.

Following the surprise resignation of Mike Jackson, we have been without a Footpath 
Secretary for East Riding and Hull and it is hoped that a volunteer will come forward.  In 
the meantime, we are grateful to Tony Corrigan for dealing with the paperwork.

The late Dany Wlodarczyk was passionately opposed to fracking in our Area and even 
submitted a letter to Area Council on this subject just weeks before her untimely death.  
Members have differing views on fracking and, while AC has discussed this issue on 
more than one occasion, the Countryside Team has not yet been called upon to make 
any formal representation.

Three of our members attended General Council, held in the University of York in 
April.  Our voting delegates were Ian Reavill, and Tony Corrigan.  Peter Ayling attended 
as a visitor.  Roy Hunt was re-elected a trustee.  Twenty-eight volunteers, mainly, but 
not exclusively, from the York Group acted as stewards, greeters, tellers, timekeepers, 
scrutineers, registrars, setters-up and led-walk leaders for the GC Sunday sessions and for 
Members’ Day on the Saturday  This involved them in more than one training session and, 
for the walks leaders, several recces.  Most, if not all, enjoyed the experience, nevertheless 
they deserve our thanks as they certainly helped, in no small measure, to make the 

weekend of meetings the most successful of recent years. You may have noticed in the 
Walk magazine that Marilyn Skelton is a member of the Reader Panel.  This is partly a 
result of her helping at one of the “hubs” at the Members’ Day event,

An issue that has engendered heated debate nationally within Ramblers has been the 
series of proposals emanating from the Board of Trustees.  Our governance structure is 
probably due for reform and these proposals included changes in the function of areas 
and implemention of ‘one member, one vote’ in selecting officers at the local and national 
levels.  Our AC was unhappy about some of these proposals and, prior to them being 
debated at GC, joined other areas in supporting an open letter, criticising the proposals.  
At GC a motion to approve the proposals was defeated.  The Chief Executive, Benedict 
Southworth, announced his resignation at GC.  Natasha Clayton stepped in as Interim CE 
and in November 2016, Vanessa Griffiths will join us from National Trust Wales as our new 
CEO.  I look forward to meeting her.

Tom Halstead
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GROUP SECRETARIES 2015-2016

Beverley Joe Neal
01482 860282
jjdneal@hotmail.co.uk

GYBO Ruth Hilton ruthc_hilton@yahoo.co.uk

Howden and Goole Marian Thomas
01430 431766
thomas.marian@btinternet.com

Hull and Holderness Elaine Tague elainetague@gmail.com

Pocklington Sally White
01904
sally@pagoda.co.uk

Ryedale Terry Strickland
01653 648074
terrystrickland717@gmail.com

Scarborough Pam Grimwood
01723 870156
dgrmwd@aol.com

York Vera Silberberg
01904 628134
vera@silberbergv.plus.com

WALKS PROGRAMME

Guidance notes for walkers and leaders are now included in the Area Walks 
Programme.  

Although every effort is made to adhere to the programme, it does very occasionally 
happen that details of a published walk need to be amended.  In the event of 
severe weather or unforeseen road works, any cancellation or amendment will be 
published on the Ramblers Walks Finder and, where possible, also on Area and 
Group websites and via email groups.  

If severe weather is forecast, it is each walker’s responsibility to check the Walks 
Finder and websites for amendments (or to phone a friend who can) or, as a last 
resort to phone the relevant Group Secretary before setting off for the walk.   
 
If the planned route is unwalkable or hazardous, e.g. the start may be accessible but 
the planned route could be obstructed (by deep snow for example), an alternative, 
possibly shorter route might be considered.  Both the route and the distance can 
be altered at the leader’s discretion.  

Leaders  and groups should consult the full policy for amending or cancelling 
walks on the area website where the relevant contact details are provided as well 
as in the programme booklet.  

This 40 page walking guide is pub;ished by EY&D Ramblers.  Order your copy from Tom 
Halstead (tkh1@york.ac.uk) for the Ramblers price of £2.50 incl. p&p.


