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Notice of 2016 Area Annual General Meeting

All EYDA Ramblers members, and representatives of affiliated organisations, are invited 
to attend the

Annual General Meeting  
at 2.00 pm on Saturday January 23rd 2016 in the Friends’ Meeting House, Quaker 

Close, Scarborough, YO12 5QZ.  
Prospective members may be introduced and are welcome (non-voting).  

AGENDA
1.   Attendance (please sign the record) and apologies for absence
2.   Chairman’s opening remarks
3.   Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting
4.   Matters arising from the minutes
5.   Annual Report for 2014-15
6.   Financial statement – Accounts for year ending September 30th 2015
7.   Election of Officers and Council Members:

8.  Appointment of Independent Examiner 
9.  Appointment of Area Delegates to 2016 General Council
10.  Motions of which notice has been given in writing to the Area Secretary in 
accordance with rule 11(viii) of the Constitution.  
11.  Any Other Business.  

After the formal meeting and a short break, Richard May, BoT,  will speak, followed 
by a presentation by Ramblers Worldwide Holidays. 

President Vice-Presidents Chairman

Vice-Chairman Area Secretary Area Treasurer

Membership Secretary Rambles Secretary Publicity Officer

Countryside Officer Minutes Secretary Area News Editor

Communications Officer Area Webmaster Area Access Officer

Area Council Members Area Footpath Secretaries

Nominations and volunteers will be welcome at the meeting but 
preferably notified beforehand, with written agreement of nominees 
unable to attend.  Group Secretaries should provide details of up to 
two representatives appointed at their AGM

Cover photograph: High Stacks, Flamborough Head
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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

It has been my privilege to take the chair at Area Councils this year.  The unplanned 
departure of my predecessor, Dany, left little opportunity to recruit her replacement, and 
I felt it was important to support Tom.  He has a number of tasks he undertakes on your 
behalf, not least the coastal access project in our Area.  In this he has the background 
experience from his work on Access land.  This work he is progressing successfully.  
At this point mention must be made of Dany; she has not been well and Peter Ayling , 
among others,has been providing support.  I am sure we hope that Dany will continue 
to regain her health.  

Other activities pursued by council members include the work by Tony Corrigan on 
Pathwatch, where he has coordinated activities across the Area from a disappointingly 
small group.  Ann Laing has managed the representation at Driffield Show which we 
shared with the local National Trails Officer.  This is an annual event and we generate 
interest even if recruitment is not notable.  Perhaps readers might consider attending in 
futeure to enjoy a local show which, for me, offers special interest and high quality.  

Council meetings have been set up with agenda, minutes and other papers circulated 
by Tom with some help from Peter Ayling.  We have managed to consider last minute 
items by using a data projector to display documents.  All your officers have continued 
to manage their topics and we are well set up.  
 
We are fortunate to have Roy Hunt on the Board of Trustees and he has been watching, 
with some alarm, attempts to make drastic changes to governance.  It is not a subject 
that affects members at the present time, but could have far-reaching consequences for 
this Area, as it proposes direction from the centre rather than the local initiatives, which 
have been the mark of our area.  

It was very pleasing to welcome Howden and Goole representatives and, in her retirement 
from paid employment, Marian Thomas who is editing Area News.  
To all these people – and to those who are to be nominated for key posts next year - I 
offer thanks on your behalf.  

Chris Bush

AREA MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Membership figures from 30th September 2014 to 30th September 2015.  Figures in 
brackets refer to 2013 - 14.  There were 1665 (1685) members at the end of September.  
The number of new members was 186 (188) and reinstated members 31 (40).  

Membership figures by group

GROUP 30 SEPT
2014

30 SEPT 
2015 CHANGE

Beverley 343 341 -2
Hull 165 155 -10

Ryedale 156 152 -4

Scarborough 116 108 -8

Pocklington 181 180 -1

York 549 533 -16

Howden & Goole 61 64 +3

GYBO 98 99 +1

 Area (non-group) 16 33 +17

AREA TOTAL 1685 1665 -20

National membership on 1st October 2015 was 107,369 (107,584 in 2014).  These figures 
comprise members living in England 94,736 (94,937), Scotland 6407 (6369), Wales 5930 
(5983) and Overseas 296 (295).  

The Area has 7 affiliated clubs, 2 less than on 30th September 2014.  
They are:
   Hull CHA Rambling Club                   Rowntree Moor & Fell Club
   Ryedale Walking Group  Scarborough Walking Club 
   Wheldrake Walking Club                   The Windmill Walkers (Beverley) 
   York  HF Rambling Club

(N.B. Goole and District Rambling club and Patrington Walking club are no longer 
affiliated).  

Marilyn Skelton                            Area Membership Secretary
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FOOTPATH REPORT EAST RIDING AND HULL

It is sad to report that Chris Clark died in January 2015.  Last year she had asked me to 
submit 4 schedules 14, to claim highways in Grindale and Boynton under the 20-year rule.  
If these had not been submitted by her, the claims would have been lost.  Otherwise it 
has been a quiet year.  The only schedule 14 considered by the East Riding, was to put a 
snicket on the map as a footpath under Schedule law. Because this would have meant it 
would not have been maintained by the East Riding, Ramblers objected and claimed it 
under Common law, on the grounds that the path had been used since before 1760, and 
that the Highway Authority had maintained it and in 1961 had passed a by-law stopping 
cyclists riding on it.  We also supported a diversion of a bridleway through a farmyard 
at Elstronwick.  Last year the inspector had confirmed an order to add this bridleway to 
the definitive map, but we are still waiting for the local drainage board to build the two 
bridges so that the highway can be opened.  

The East Riding has been busy making orders to correct mistakes made by their 
predecessors, such as the width or description. of footpaths.  Also, they have been 
removing from the map those footpaths which have been lost by erosion to the sea.  
Unfortunately, they often used the wrong symbol to show the path and consequently 
the Planning Inspectorate has been rejecting them.  This has required the Council to 
remake the orders.

With regards to the 2026 cut-off, 15 years have passed and nothing has happened on the 
ground.  I understand that legislation has been passed that may improve the situation,  
but it has not come into force yet.  Ramblers won the ‘Andrews’ Case, relating to evidence  
from Inclosure awards, but hid this landwark win as one paragraph in Walk whereas the 
Open Spaces Society magazine devoted a full page to the issue. 
 
Finally, I will not be standing for the post of Footpath Sec at the AGM for personal 
reasons.  

Mike Jackson

FOOTPATH REPORT YORK AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 

This year we had seven members, with Peter Lidgett again being Acting Chairman (he 
would like to retire), with Anne Allison, Doreen Felton, Dave Gibson, Nick Slater, Isobel 
Thomson and I.  We had the usual four afternoon meetings at different members’ homes, 
lasting from 2 to 2 ½ hours.  

For the benefit of the general public, we aim to survey all the definitive paths in our Area 
at least every 2 years.  The ideal would be twice a year, but we need more volunteers 
for that to happen.  We are grateful for Patsy Pendegrass maintaining an oversight of 
this work by the Committee and 10 other members.  We had hoped to provide Parish 
Path Lists for the surveyors, similar to those used by Ryedale Group, but the advent of 
The Big Pathwatch has put that plan back 18 months.  On behalf of the City Council, 
committee members once again surveyed 25% of York’s paths in parishes that used to 
be in North Yorkshire.  As expected the % easy to use varies from the random sample of 
paths chosen, year to year and also by season.  The overall figure for 2014 was 71%, but 
could just as easily have been only 58% from 2 years ago.  

The creation of a reasonable Definitive Map for the City is still making slow progress due 
to lack of finance.  It has taken 3 years to add 40 more paths to the map this year.  York still 
has a long way to go, not having looked at more contentious claims, or resolving those 
which have received objections. On the plus side:  the path by Osbaldwick Link Road 
has been reinstated; successful diversion around the Velodrome; diversion of path from 
New Earswick to better link to the path alongside the Outer Ring Road & a new bridge 
over the railway; Kexby riverside path has had all but 1 stile replaced by gates; bridleway 
created over Harewood Whin, from Rufforth to Knapton.  

York is considering at least 10 gating grders at present.  We don’t believe they are all 
justifiable, but the money York’s PROW team get paid for processing them helps pay for 
some other PROW work.  Planning applications that may impact on the enjoyment of 
path users were looked at by our sub-committee, but we would rather most of them be 
looked at by an Environment sub-committee.  
 

North Yorkshire seems to have spent most of the year in yet another reorganisation of 
Countryside Services, which is still not complete.  The temporary Ranger post for Selby 
ceased in March, so since then little work has been done in resolving complaints in Selby.  
Catherine Smith, the new Field Officer for Selby, covers Angleton to Drax; whilst Andrew 

The Charitable Objectives of Ramblers are to promote, encourage or assist in:
•  The provision  and protection of footpaths and the prevention of obstructions.
•  The protection and enhancement of the beauty of the countryside, including 
campaigning for greater access to land on foot.  
•  The provision of facilities for the organising of rambling.
•  Advancing education on subjects related to access to, and conservation of the 
countryside and the health benefits of walking.
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Hall, the Field Officer for Hambleton, covers Filey to Redmire.  Andrew claims to have 
resolved over 600 Issues passed on to him last year.  We have had replacement bridges 
at Youlton and Yearsley; the Trans Pennine Trail at Barlby has been upgraded to bridleway 
status and received other improvements; and the refurbishment of the Selby Railway 
Bridge was completed on time.  NYCC consider 47% of their paths good, 37% fair, 13% 
poor and 3% very poor.  We looked at eight path diversion proposals last year.  There were 
five planning applications for solar PV farms and several other applications that could 
perhaps affect enjoyment of neighbouring paths.  I would like to thank all those who 
have helped with path work over the year, including The Big Pathwatch.  

In the coming year there will be proposals to reduce both staffing and maintenance 
budgets in both the City of York and North Yorkshire County Council, as a result they will 
be unable to carry out all of their statutory highway duties.  Unfortunately, they will also 
be unable to carry out statutory duties in other areas of their work.  Countryside Services 
are seen as an easier target than health, social services and education, but they forget 
the beneficial health aspect of walking for a large proportion of their population, as well 
the financial and employment benefit tourism brings in.  Therefore it will be essential to 
carry around a pair of secateurs to remove overgrowth around small bridges, gaps, gates 
and stiles.  

David Nunns

ACCESS REPORT

Coastal Access
We have now submitted to Natural England (NE) three reports, covering the whole of 
the Yorkshire coast from the Humber Bridge to the Newport Bridge in Middlesbrough 
that set out Rambler’s proposals for the route of this stretch of English Coast Path.  NE 

has published their proposals for the stretch between Filey Brigg and the Newport 
Bridge and, encouragingly, these are in close agreement with those in our report.  This 
stretch should be opened in the near future.  It is important to note that the roll-back 

provision of the legislation will, almost certainly, be invoked along all but the defended 
stretches of the coast, thus avoiding any future interruptions to the route due to 

coastal erosion.  NE are delaying work on the rest of our coast for 12 months in order to 

bring forward work on the stretch between North Bents (Sunderland) and Cresswell 
and, also, now to include the stretch to the south of the Humber Bridge as far as 
Skegness.  

Members of our Area Access Team featured in the edition of Inside Out (Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire) broadcast on BBC1 TV on 14th September 2015.  The 10-min part of the 
programme highlighted issues associated with the stretch of the English Coast Path 
along the Holderness coast.  A small group of us, mainly those who had been involved 
with the preparation of our reports on coastal access, were filmed on a short walk from 
the end of Seaside Road, Aldbrough to Cliff Farm at East Newton, led by Tom.  The film 
also included very brief interviews with Kate Ashbrook (National Ramblers President) 
and Tom.  Other contributors to the program, not on our walk, included: Andrew Best 
(Senior Adviser, Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire Team, Natural England), Prof Mike 
Elliott (Hull University), a farmer, and a representative from the Country Landowners 
Association.  A York Wednesday Walkers’ ramble from Flamborough Head led by George 
Malcolm was filmed earlier but, disappointingly, time was not found for this in the final 
programme. 
 
Open Access Walks Booklet 
The 3rd (revised) edition of the booklet “Open Access Walks: North Yorkshire”, published 
by the Area, is now available for purchase, see inside end cover.

Access Team
Thanks to Pauline Hakeney, Ray Wallis and Peter Ayling from Beverely Group; Tony 
Corrigan from Pocklington Group; and George Malcolm, Eric Smith and Geoff 
Richardson from York Group, all of whom have helped with the surveys of the coast 
from Filey Brigg to the Humber Bridge.  Thanks also to those others who turned out to 
give authenticity to the ramble featured in the Inside Out film and to Kate Ashbrook 
(National Ramblers President) who travelled up especially to support us.  

Tom Halstead
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COUNTRYSIDE REPORT

General
Most of these planning applications relate to large housing developments and to onshore 
wind farms, and to lesser extent, solar energy and biofuels such as waste straw and wood 
pellets.  Expanding use of the latter at power stations will consume millions of tons of 
wood annually, mainly from overseas.  Energy from natural gas and anaerobic digesters 
will be needed to make up the energy gap.  With the closure of coal-fired power stations 
over the next ten years, and reductions in subsidies for onshore wind turbines and solar 
panels, energy must be obtained from other sources.  Following the award of licences 
for most of England, fracking applications will increase.  A motion at General Council 
April 2015 called for a policy to protect the countryside from the detrimental effects of 
fracking, and we have urged the Ramblers to implement this policy nationally.  

Planning Applications received from Oct 1st 2014 to Sept 30th 2015  
1.   18 applications for wind turbines (including some resubmissions): (a) 100m 

to130m high turbines - six wind farm applications, one for 10 turbines (later 
withdrawn), two for five turbines, two for three turbines (one of these withdrawn), 
and one for a single turbine – objections made to five applications; (b) 60m-
100m high turbines - nine applications, one for two turbines and eight for single 
turbines – objections made to one of the singles; three of these applications 
were later withdrawn; (c) turbines less than 60m high -  three applications for 
single turbines – no objections made (two of these being resubmissions at a 
reduced height, citing previous objections, including Ramblers.  )  

2.   No response was made to an application for a met.  mast at Nafferton (probable 
precursor to a wind farm application).  “No comment” replies were made to 
Scoping Exercises by applicants for proposed wind farms at Neswick near 
Bainton and Sancton II (the latter now on hold).  

3.   Appeal by the applicant to the High Court against the rejection by the Secretary  
of State for six 100m - 110m high turbines at Thornholme Fields near Burton 
Agnes was dismissed.  

4.   Sec.retary of State agreed with HM Inspector and rejected an appeal for six, 
128m high turbines at Welham Bridge, Holme on Spalding Moor.  

5.   Appeal for one turbine at Stoneknowle Hill N.  Newbald (14/03288) was refused.  

Inspector cited “Written Ministerial Statement” of 18/6/15 - local authorities 
can only approve an application if the scheme addresses impact on landscape 
identified by local communities.  

6.   We responded to several applications/proposals for large housing 
developments (incl.  greenfield sites) throughout our Area, e.g. 1,900 houses in 
SW Beverley.  

7.   Farlington solar farm application June 2015: Ryedale Group neither supported 
nor objected to it.  

8.   Fracking application at Kirby Misperton at Ryedale withdrawn July 2015 
(resubmitted Oct 2015).  

9.   NYMNP approved potash mine in National Park July 2015.  

10.   Biomass plant at Fimber (ERYC approved 2012): no response to an application 
for landscaping.  

11.   CPRE conference on “Future of the Wolds” in 2104 and AONB status: no 
developments.  

Countryside Team 
Thanks to Tony Corrigan, Pocklington Group, Bob Dealey, Beverley Group Countryside 
Officer, Mike Willis, York Group Environmental Officer, and the late Chris Clark of Ryedale 
Group.  We deeply miss Chris and her enthusiasm and expertise.  Mike joined us this year, 
we are very sorry he has had to resign because of health problems.  Thanks also to Gillian 
Zewde and Ryedale Group for dealing with applications.  

At present the countryside team does not include representatives to cover much of N.  
Yorkshire outside the national park, and our Groups deal with important applications.  It 
would be invaluable to develop a consultation process for planning applications similar 
to that in East Riding, perhaps with the Planning Officer notifying the local Ramblers 
Groups.  

Peter Ayling 
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AREA WEBMASTER

A further upgrade to the website during February 2015 coincided with the introduction 
of some new applications.  These include a grid reference/postcode converter and an 
OS 1:25 mapping facility.  The latter has proved very popular, enabling identification of 
precise starting locations for led walks.  It is also an important element for Ramblers 
National Walks Finder, submitted grid references being converted into a start point, 
automatically displayed on maps.  

Website visits or ‘hits’ continue to be productive.  During a seven month period between 
3rd March and 12th October, ‘About Our Groups’ page was accessed on 12,000 occasions, 
this being a pathway link to information on each of our groups.  

More members now routinely do last minute checking of led walk details, the message 
slowly getting through that alterations and cancellations will appear online.  This has 
proved very useful on the few occasions when cancellations or late alterations have been 
necessary.  

Viewing of Gallery photographs from led walks is extremely popular, even by those who 
may not be regular walkers.  During this same period 14,420 pages of photographs were 
viewed.  

Feedback from new members indicate that prior to joining, they had perused the site and 
then applied online for membership – postage saved! In today’s instant communication 
and social media era this will no doubt become the norm.  

Anecdotes, best practice, photographs, items of interest – there’ is an abundance of 
entertaining and informative material in our membership that could be shared.  Trying 
to have it divulged remains a challenge.  

Remember, it is your Area website - Sso use it and support it!

Tony Corrigan 

AREA NEWS EDITOR

I took over in January as editor of Area News from Dany Wlodarczyk.  Dany had done a 
wonderful job as editor for about eight years and I am indebted to her for all the advice 
and support she gave when I produced my 1st edition.  

I have now edited two issues of Area News - the March and September 2015 and am 
preparing the January 2016 edition; it is a very rewarding role and I have certainly learnt 
a lot more about the various groups in our area.  I have been using an A4 format rather 
than A5, as this is much easier for an editor with limited desktop publishing experience.  

I am very grateful to all those who have contributed items this year; there has been no 
shortage of copy - the September issue consisted of eight pages of A4.  Items published 
include the Area Chairman’s and President’s comments, information about coach 
rambles, details of the area camping weekend; photos of Ramblers enjoying walks in 
all weathers, group events, footpath problems and obituaries.  Please keep submitting 
the articles and photos - remember that the Area News is only as good as the items it 
receives from its members.  

Marian Thomas



11 12

TREASURER’S REPORT
FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

The Area received £14,630.24 from Ramblers Central Office (CO) which together with 
sales, donations and bank interest provided a total income of £15,314.19 for the year.  
A breakdown of the Area’s receipts and expenditure is shown separately.  The total 
spend of £8,257.71 was less than anticipated.  The Walks Programme spend was reduced 
because the print and postage costs of approximately £1,000 for the September 2015 
issue were not brought to account in the financial year.  The Newsletter and Publicity 
costs were less because postage costs were attributed under different headings.  Also in 
2013/14 the Annual Report print cost was included in the Newsletter and Publicity costs 
because a combined invoice was received covering the print cost of both the Annual 
Report and the winter Newsletter.  In year 2014/15 separate invoices were received.  
The Annual Report print cost and associated postage costs were included in Meetings 
on the expenditure summary.  (Postage for each mailshot costs approximately £600 
irrespective of the contents.)  As reported at the last AGM, £3,600 was included in the 
funding from CO to cover the cost of reprinting the Open Access Walks: North Yorkshire 
booklet, purchase of ten ISBN numbers, an Area contribution towards the production 
of River Hull Walks and the production cost of the Yorkshire Castles Walk publication.  In 
the event only the costs associated with the Open Access Walks: North Yorkshire booklet 
were spent and are shown under Publication/Goods on the expenditure summary.  This 
underspend contributed towards the increase in the Area’s bank balance.  Funding from 
CO also included an allocation of £2,465.25 for the Groups in our Area but only £1,356.30 
was drawn down by them with the balance remaining in the Area bank account.  

 A budget of £12,192.28 has been agreed with CO for 2015-16 and their contribution will 
be £6,402.28.  Most of the shortfall will be met from the Area account which will reduce 
the Area bank balance at the end of 2015-16 financial year.  
  
The Area has no cash in hand, loans or investments but does have stock valued at 
£2,803.24.  

Finally, the Area would like to thank Emily Hunt for her independent examination of the 
Area accounts.  

George Malcolm

RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION - EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA
ACCOUNTS FOR PERIOD TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

£ £ £ £

Receipts 2014/15 2013/14

Funding from CO 14,630.24       6,954.00

Donations and Sundry items 78.50           45.00 

Bank Interest (Unity Bank) 10.18             7.01 

Publications/Badges sales 595.27          700.93 

Advertising           50.00 

Other              1.52 

  15,314.19       7,758.46 

Expenditure  

Walks Programmes  

1,420.59       1,607.60 

Walks Leader Training  

75.93  

 

Newsletters and Publicity  

Area News    1,157.50 3425.35

Publicity 181.95 1,339.45 382      3,807.35 

 

Publication/Goods costs  

1,278.39       1,973.88 

Campaigns and Casework  

392.13       1,064.63 

Grants to Groups  

1,356.30       1,568.00 

 
Meetings (including AGM)  

Meetings 2038.35 1002.51

General Council Observers 254.40     2,292.75 325.70      1,328.21 

 

Admin  

Subscriptions/donations 45.00 45.00

Admin Costs 57.17        102.17 66.96         111.96 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE     8,257.71     11,461.63

 

MOVEMENT IN FUNDS +[-]     7,056.48  [-3,703.  17]
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION - EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA

STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS at 30 SEPTEMBER 2015

2014/15 2013/14

£ £

Fixed Assets - Written Down Value 0 0

Total Net Book Value 0 0

(In accordance with RA Policy, only items costing over £5,000 need capitalising and 
shown as Fixed Assets.  )

Current Assets

Balance at Unity Bank 12,406.15         5,349.67 

Total Current Assets 12,406.15         5,349.67 

Accumulated Fund
At start of year 5,349.67         9,052.84 

Excess of income over payments 7,056.48       [3,703.17] 

12,406.15         5,349.67 

The above reflects the position on receipts and payments basis.

 

BEVERLEY GROUP

The number of members has remained constant at around 340 throughout the year, 
although there have been losses from the group these have been balanced by new 
people joining  .The new members are contacted as soon as their details are received 
from HQ so that they know that local people are going to look after their welfare and 
help them to enjoy walking in the neighbourhood.Potential new members are offered a 
‘taster’ walk and given an application form at the end of the walk and this has proved to 
be an effective method of recruitment.  

During the year 68 walks totalling 551 miles were organised and distances covered per 
walk varied from 4 to 14 miles; daytime walks occurred on Wednesdays or Sundays.  
There were 14 evening walks during the summer months, in conjunction with the Hull 
and Holderness Group.  The walks have been led by 23 people and this includes 8 people 
who led 5 or more walks.  Recruitment of leaders is an ongoing problem and sadly one 
leader, Tom Clague died during the year.  

The highlight of the year was the Chatsworth coach ramble which was attended by 50 
people; there were 3 options for the walkers, 10 mile and 7 mile walks and a 5-mile self-
guided walk.  The walkers were blessed with excellent weather.  

The Beverley Group Footpath Guardians continue to survey the rights of way in the 37 
parishes covered by the Group.  New surveys may be conducted more slowly but some 
rights of way are being surveyed for a second time to ascertain if improvements have 
been made where problems had been identified on the original survey.  Problems on 
footpaths are reported to the ERYC Access Officers with whom the Group has a good 
relationship.  The online reporting scheme is usually used.  Thanks goes to the Footpath 
Guardians for the time and effort they have given towards maintaining our footpath 
network.  

Our Countryside Officer has contributed to the group which considers planning 
applications sent to ERYC.  This year the number of wind turbine applications has decreased 
but the current round of licensing for oil and gas exploration is being monitored by 
the group.  Another proposed development that of much house building between the 
southern bypass and Beverley needs careful monitoring to ensure a footpath network is 
maintained on this land.  
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The River Hull Walk is still in the development stage and   progress has been hampered 
by illness and a major blockage across one of the footpaths we wish to use.  The   group 
intends to resume its work after Christmas and aims at issuing a booklet for the walk at 
the end of 2016 in time for Hull’s City of Culture year in 2017.  

Publicity showing the Group’s activities has been achieved through posters listing the 
walks for the forthcoming month.  These have been distributed in various stores, libraries 
and leisure centres by a willing group of members.  

Three social events which members attended were a barn dance in Pocklington, an 
Asian evening and the Christmas lunch at the Triton Inn in Brantingham.  

The Group has benefited financially from commission on holidays taken by members 
with Ramblers Holidays.  This is a useful source of additional income which should not 
be ignored if you choose to holiday with Ramblers Holidays.  
Members of the committee have worked well together and thanks must be given to all 
for their hard work.  

Shirley Dalby, Chair

BEVERLEY GROUP FOOTPATH GUARDIANS

The Beverley Group Footpath Guardians continue to survey the rights of way in the thirty-
seven parishes covered by the Beverley Group.  Surveys are now being conducted at a 
slower rate but some rights of way are being surveyed for a second time and problems 
encountered on the original surveys updated. 

Any problems found have been reported to the East Riding of Yorkshire Council Access 
Officers by the EYCC online reporting system and/or via email.  Occasionally, reports 
have been made to the ERYC Countryside Access team concerning problems found by 
our members relating to rights of way in other Group areas.  The Beverley Group has an 
especially  good working relationship with the Countryside Access Team from the East 
Riding County Council and our meetings are usually attended by Patrick Wharam the 
Countryside Access Manager for the ERYC.  

The Footpath Secretary attends regular meetings with Mike Jackson, the Area Footpath 
Officer and the other Group Footpath Officers, where any proposed changes to public 

rights of way in the Area are discussed and whether any objections should be made on 
behalf of the Ramblers.  

As Footpath Secretary I would like to express my thanks, and I am sure those of all the 
Beverley Group members, to all the Footpath Guardian volunteers for the time they have 
given to helping preserve the public rights of way in our area covered by our Group.  

Pauline Hakeney

BEVERLEY GROUP FOOTPATH WORKING PARTY
 
This is the 10th report of the footpath working party. There were nine task days plus three 
more for the last quarter. We end as we started, a committee group of four whose aim 
was to make a practical contribution and this we feel we have achieved. So it is with 
some regrets we recognise that our ten year existence is ending. During this last period 
we have built bridges at Rimswell, Thearne and Holme on Spalding Moor, installed two 
kissing gates at Leconfield, steps at Saltmarshe and finger posts at many locations, which 
now bear our discs. Thanks must go to the officers of the Countryside Access team with 
whom we have worked and particularly James Taylor who has been our ever present 
companion and expert. On behalf of the team,
 
Ivor Jones

GYBO

The Group continues to go from strength to strength, and we are pleased that it is a 
recurring theme that new members say how welcoming we are; that is clearly an 
important factor in encouraging them to stay with us and we are grateful to all members 
for the part they play in this.  This year we have put on more walks than we did in 2014, 
and we are still getting a good turnout on our weekend walks, although numbers at 
evening walks have not been quite as well attended.  

With many of the group stalwarts being kept busy with their preparations for Trailtrekker 
(we did it! All seven of us who entered it completed the 64-mile trek and brought home 
our gold medals, and we’ll stop going on about it soon, I promise … well, within the 
next five years or so), it has given an opportunity for newer members to try their hand 
at leading walks, and it has been great to see so many of them stepping forwards and 
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taking on that responsibility.  
Although we have only managed two weekends away this year, they have both been 
very popular.  At Easter, we headed down to Clun in the Welsh borders, and more recently 
we went back to our favourite stomping ground in the Lake District, and gave several 
members their first taste of the fells … after some initial uncertainty, they all seemed to 
enjoy it and we hope it paves the way for many more trips to challenge and stretch all 
members and allow everyone to experience new heights of walking.  

Moving into 2016, we retain an experienced committee who are bursting with ideas for 
the coming year.  Needless to say, it will involve one (or more!) long distance walk over 
the summer, three or four hostelling weekends including a welcome return to Scotland 
at Easter, a navigation walk to improve our map-reading skills, walks all over Yorkshire, 
fantastic scenery, sunshine and rain, the company of great friends, and lots of pubs and 
tea rooms and cake.  

Stephen Down

HOWDEN & GOOLE GROUP
  
Our membership is steady at 65.  We have introduced four shorter walks (4 to 6 miles) 
into our new walks programme.  On the Big Pathwatch, we have surveyed all our priority 
squares.  

At our next AGM, in order to provide an incentive for members to attend, we have invited 
a member of the East Riding Council Countryside Access Team to speak to us after the 
business meeting, about the new footpath maintenance volunteer project.  

Marian Thomas

HULL AND HOLDERNESS GROUP

The AGM was held at the Lion and Key Pub with an attendance of five members.  Steve 
Lack agreed to continue as Chair and to cover Treasurer’s duties, Elaine Tague agreed to 
become Membership Secretary and to continue as Minutes Secretary.  Steve Mullarkey 
will continue as Walks Secretary and Mike Jackson as Footpath Secretary for the Hull and 
Holderness Group but indicated that he intends to step down as Area Footpath Secretary 
at the AGM in 2016.  

Ten walks are arranged for the winter programme.  We will monitor attendance over the 
next few months.  Mike mentioned that the “Hull Countryside Way”, was worth looking at 
for next year’s programme.  Elaine also interested in doing the Wolds Way, in stages.  

Only two replies were received (excluding those from officers) to a survey sent out to 
members.  Both respondents showed an interest in public transport walks and favoured 
coffee/pub stops after walks.  A few people are following us on Facebook, but this has not 
translated into extra people coming on walks or volunteering for the committee.  This 
disappointing response seems to reflect a lack of interest in supporting an active group.  
Either H&H members are walking with other Groups, or are happy to support Ramblers 
but prefer to walk on their own.  So it could be that 130 people are quite happy to pay 
the subscription, but nothing more than that.  Meetings are poorly attended and there is 
no call for more social events or outings.  This has been the case for several years.  We will 
monitor the situation for the next six months, and if there is no change then there may be 
no point in continuing as a Group

Jim Tulloch

POCKLINGTON GROUP

The year has seen numbers fall slightly from 189 last year to 180 with four pending 
payment.  New members have continued to join but this has been offset by those failing 
to renew their membership.  

The walks programme consisted of 121 walks. The Wednesday and weekend walks 
were attended on average by 12, down from 16 last year.  The Thursday evening walks 
,however, have attracted an increase from the average of 7 last year to 17 in 2014/15.  
The current programme contains fewer shorter walks because leaders are not offering 
these since numbers have historically been low.  During the year, as well as the usual 
walks programme, the Group has completed, in stages, both the Esk Valley Walk and the 
proposed Southern Link Route (connecting both ends of the Cleveland Way).  

The coach ramble, in June to Bolton Abbey saw 42 members undertake a choice of 
three walks on a fine summer’s day.  The Lake District trip in May attracted 50 walkers for 
a five-day walking programme.  This was such a success that the break is to be repeated 
in 2016.  Two weekends of walking were also undertaken by members at Clapham and 
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Kettlewell in March and July.  
Since the summer of 2011, all rights of way (approximately 260 miles in total length) in 
our Group area (including those inherited from Driffield Group) have been fully surveyed 
at least twice, with a third planned initially for 2015.  This plan was put on hold so we 
could concentrate on the Rambler’s ‘Big Pathwatch Project’.  

The social side of the Group has not been neglected.  We put on a Barn Dance, a Quiz 
night and held a monthly meeting in a local hostelry.  

The Group look forward to another successful year in 2016.  

Jane Preston
RYEDALE GROUP

It has been an eventful and sad year for the Ryedale Ramblers.  In January, our footpath 
secretary Chris Clark died.  She had been a hardworking and invaluable member of our 
group and committee and she will be sadly missed.  As the Footpath Secretary is one 
of the most important roles within the Group, we were fortunate that Gillian Zewde 
volunteered to take over the role.  

The Forest and Vale in Pickering once again provided a popular venue for our New 
Year meal.  Unfortunately, our planned coach ramble outing to Derbyshire had to be 
cancelled due to lack of numbers.  

Our Ryedale Public Rights of Way Survey has been completed.  Over the past two years 
a group of volunteers walked, graded and reported upon a total of 1,546 footpaths 
and bridleways in 92 Ryedale parishes.  In the months following the Group’s AGM in 
November, the data from the survey were analysed by John Harland, our Secretary, and 
a report drafted.  In the spring of 2015,  the survey was extended to include a number 
of comparative case studies.  Accordingly, a group of the survey volunteers used the 
same methods to walk, observe and grade the PRoWs that are managed by the North 
York Moors National Park in five of the Ryedale parishes.  These findings were then 
incorporated into the report, which was published and circulated on 1st June 2015.  

A feature article on the Survey appeared in the Yorkshire Post and a BBC Radio York 
programme covered a discussion of the report and the emerging issues, in a very 
positive vein.  Some Parish Councils indicated that they were taking the issues forward.  

Other Ramblers groups expressed interest on the report and appreciated the work 
done by the survey team.  A number of campaigning groups offered their support.  
There was also encouraging response from the leader of Ryedale District Council.  The 
local MP offered to chair a meeting between ourselves and the NYCC that took place in 
September and it was attended by the Assistant Director, several Councillors as well as 
John Harland.  A range of issues was raised including: landowner enforcement, closer 
collaboration with Parish Councils and working with the Rural Payments Agency on 
cross compliance issues.  The meeting has resulted in a continuing correspondence 
between Ryedale Ramblers and NYCC on the issues raised and a commitment by the 
Local Authority to let us know which problems identified by the Survey have been 
rectified.  

Terry Strickland.  

SCARBOROUGH GROUP

Our guest speaker at the Group’s AGM in November 2014 was Mr Matt Parsons, the 
external affairs manager of York Potash - the firm planning a £1 billion potash mine 
near Whitby.  After his presentation, Mr Parsons answered questions from the floor.  
Since then, as we all know, the company have received planning approval, so it will be 
interesting to see what happens at Sneaton over the coming year.  

Our group has had a good year with attendance at walks well up and a more varied 
programme on offer.  In an effort to recruit more walk leaders, the Group’s rambles 
organiser, Trish Mumford suggested that the Group organise a navigation course.  This 
was run by Les Atkinson at Ravenscar in April.  Unfortunately the outdoor part of the 
course had to be curtailed, owing to an unexpected blizzard.  However, all who took 
part enjoyed the course and learnt a lot.  

Our footpath secretary, Les Atkinson has been as busy as usual, dealing with problem 
reports, responding to consultations and organising volunteer working parties.  Les 
was also asked by Karl Gerhardson, the National Park rights of way officer to provide 
volunteers to help with the annual BVPI footpath surveys in the park.  The group was 
able to do this and the volunteers enjoyed both the training and the survey work.  

The group are grateful to Harry Whitehouse for continuing to manage and improve the 
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website.  There are frequently over 100 visitors, particularly on Sunday evenings to view 
pictures and videos of the days’ walk.  There are over 100 people on our circulation list, 
who receive weekly updates about the group.  Liz Sourbutt has set up a group Facebook 
page to complement the website.  

In June, Harry organised an area camp in Edale, with Phil Trafford’s assistance.  Despite 
the weather not being very kind, all participants survived and enjoyed the experience 
of rambles on Ruswarp Edge, Kinder Scout, Mam Tor and Hope Hill as well as a Saturday 
night dinner at the Cheshire Cheese in Hope.  

In October, Richard Bedford organised a few days away at Beadnall in Northumberland.  
As well as walking the group visited Crag Side and the Chillingham Wild cattle.  Richard 
is planning a trip to France next April for the Group.

Finally, as usual, I will close the Group’s annual report with thanks to Lisa Crozier who 
has organised our monthly meals out over the year.  We are all looking forward to our 
Christmas meal at the Copper Horse.  

Phil Trafford

YORK GROUP REPORT

The group has largely remained in a steady state.  Membership has have fluctuated a bit, 
in line with other Areas and groups but finances remain healthy, boosted by contributions 
from the Ramblers Holiday Walking Partnership scheme.  

The two coach rambles were enjoyed by all participants, especially the September 
outing to Hebden Bridge, which was at one stage over-subscribed.  

All the weekday rambles (Tuesday, Wednesday and Public Transport) are well attended, 
testifying to the good work done by Steve Hoather, Judith Tosh, Marilyn Skelton and Avis 
Strudwick in organising them.  Bus services may be affected by NYCC.  cuts, which would 
impact the PT walks.  It is good to note that leadership of all walks (both weekday and 
Sunday) is not restricted to the organising Group.  

It is unfortunate that Mike Willis, having just started to get his teeth into the work 
of Environment secretary, has to resign due to health issues.  We wish him well, and 

welcome Stephen Sanger into the post.  Planning matters soon proliferate! The politicalThe political 
changes at City of York Council following the local election  have led to a total reappraisal 
of the previous draft Local Plan, which is thus still in the preliminary stage, and will be 
addressed later.  

General publicity has proved difficult, with the Press and public libraries seemingly 
unwilling to accept material for display.  Some other publications, including Handy Mag 
and Local Link, are taking material sent in by Andrew Brownlie, although a proposed stall 
in Parliament Street had to be abandoned due to lack of potential staffing.  We would 
welcome someone au fait with social media to help in this area.  

The Footpath Sub-committee met 4 times, considering path orders and planning matters 
in our area (both the City of York and North Yorkshire).  Local liaison group meetings 
were attended, and BVPI surveys completed including (on behalf of the City Council) (on behalf of the City Council) 
surveying 25% of York's paths in parishes that used to be in North Yorkshire.  The creation 
of a reasonable Definitive Map for the City is still making slow progress due to lack of 
finance and has taken 3 years to add 40 more paths to the map this year.  Alleygating inAlleygating in 
the city also came under scrutiny, and there have been some successful diversions and 
path renewals.  .  Some members, including, but not exclusively, on the footpath sub-
committee, have been taking part in the Big Pathwatch campaign.  
We have continued to be involved in preparations for General Council, to be held on 2-3 
April 2016, based at the University of York.  Volunteer briefing is likely in the New Year.  

In addition to his work as group webmaster, Tom Halstead has continued work on the 
Coast Path in the Area, and several members featured in a recent edition of ‘Inside Out’ 
on BBC TV, although Kate Ashbrook’s contribution  received minimal coverage.  

Some members attended a training day at York Explore Library and Archives prior to 
preparing our materials for archiving.  The Secretary’s material has been sorted out, and 
now needs to be organized before depositing it, on the other hand, our records relating 
to footpaths will take rather longer.  

Vera Silberberg
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Hull CHA

We are one of the local rambling groups affiliated to the Ramblers in order to show our 
support for the Ramblers’ aims and objectives.  

It has been another good year for CHA members.  We have fortnightly coach rambles in 
areas as diverse as the North Moors, the Peak District, the Dales, the coast and the Wolds.  
There are two levels of walks:  “A” party complete 11-14 miles and “B” party 8-9 miles.  

This year, our customary early spring week-away was based in Llandudno.  There were 
two levels of walks each day and the option of sightseeing strolls for non-walkers.  The 
weather was kind and some of the “A” party managed to climb Snowdon and were 
rewarded with superb views.  We have just returned from our October weekend away, 
this time in Harrogate.  Again there were the usual varied walks.  Both trips were a 
resounding success.  Add to this, the President’s Dinner, the Christmas lunch and the 
Dales Weekend, there is a lot going on for our members.  Our thanks go to those who 
make it possible!

In common with many groups, our numbers have decreased over the last few years, but 
this has been largely offset by a successful advertising campaign and we welcome the 
new members who have joined as a result of this.  In addition to belonging to the CHA, 
some of us are individual members of the Ramblers, showing our support and giving 
increased flexibility to our hobby.  In the same spirit, we would welcome any Hull and 
Beverley based Ramblers who, in addition to their Ramblers’ membership, would enjoy 
the occasional coach ramble.  Our yearly subscription is a princely £9.00.  Please contact 
Jan Maxwell Joint Rambles Secretary.  Tel. 075389 5112

Jan Capel

RYEDALE WALKING GROUP

This year we had 101 paid up members (£7 per year).  This is down 3 from 104 in 2014.  
Following the AGM in October our committee is fully staffed (nine members with two 

members departing and three new members joining).  Between the AGMs we enjoyed 61 
walks with exactly 1019 people walking.  (Our Chairman Colin religiously keeps a record 
of the numbers turning out!).  Walks of between 6 and 8 miles are the most popular but 
we also tackle a few more challenging walks and in September a group of us drove to 
the Lake District and back in a day to climb Scafell Pike.  We had a walking holiday in 
Mallorca in late April and a walking long weekend on Hadrian's Wall at Chollerford in 
early October.  We held a walk and BBQ day in the summer, and our Christmas dinner and 
walk takes place next month.  On the subject of food - we had a series of eight walking-
dinner events which were held in pubs in the area.  

During the year our group raised £134 for the Ryedale and Scarborough Mountain 
Rescue Team and £50 for the Yorkshire Air Ambulance from our BBQ and raffles.  

Something new this autumn - we are trialling a series of public transport walks, one each 
month throughout the winter on Tuesdays.  These walks will led by Ramblers members 
and are included in the Ramblers EY&D Walk Programme.  It remains to be seen if these 
walks will be popular enough for them to continue after March 2016.  We have also 
launched a mentoring scheme, using experienced walk leaders to encourage more 
potential walk leaders to come forward.  

Next year our programme will continue in the same way as this year’s has.  We are booking 
a self-led walking holiday to the Czech Republic in September and we intend organising 
a long weekend walking break in the spring - that will be somewhere in England.  

Phil Catterall
www.ryedalewalking.com

WHELDRAKE WALKING CLUB

Our club was started over 40 years ago and was formed by members who originally lived 
in the village.  We currently have 34 members including some from the surrounding area 
who enjoy the relaxed walks and social events of the club.  

We normally meet on 3rd Sunday of each month with walks ranging from 6-8 miles and 
we try not to travel much more than an hour from Wheldrake.  Walks tend not to be very 
strenuous and are chosen to suit mixed capabilities and average age (must be about 70) 
and to include a picnic lunch and end with visit to nearby tea shop or pub.  Numbers on 

Of the many dozens of walking groups that can be found in our Area, 
a number have chosen to affiliate to the Ramblers.  We appreciate their 

continuing support and are always pleased to include their reports.  
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each walk vary especially if weather is bad but you can always find a warm welcome and 
some friendly faces.  Our regular social events involve Christmas lunch, spring and/or 
summer lunch and a very short AGM followed by evening meal.  

New members or visitors always welcome.  Our subscription is just £8 per annum to 
cover Rambler’s affiliation and insurance.  You can check our excellent website for details 
of forthcoming events and to see what we have been up to.  

Frank Ingledew, Chairman
www.wheldrakewalkingclub.btck.co.uk

 AREA SECRETARY’S REMARKS

Following the resignation of the Chairman and Secretary, Chris Bush was elected 
Chairman for one year and I agreed to be Acting Secretary until a the post could be 
filled permanently.  The Council has for some time been unable to appoint a Minutes 
Secretary and at each meeting has had to rely on a member volunteering to take the 
minutes: Phil Catterall, Stephen Down, Peter Ayling and especially Tony Corrigan have 
been willing to step in.  

The Council held five meetings this year: at Fimber VH in May and June and at Wetwang 
VH in the “winter” months of February, October and December.  The attendance at Council 
meetings has varied between 11 and 16.  The minutes of these Council meetings and 
the Annual General meeting can be found on our excellent website, which is capably 
managed by Tony Corrigan.  

The Area Council has a duty to carry out the four charitable objectives of the Ramblers.  
The first is (here I paraphrase) to promote the provision and protection of public rights 
of way or access on foot: the Footpath and Access reports show that we active and 
successful in carrying this out.  A small number of members has engaged with the Big 
Pathwatch project. and completed a large proportion of the squares in our Area.  

The next relates to the protection and enhancement of the beauty of the countryside. for 
the benefit of the public.  Beauty is said to be “in the eyes of the beholder”, so it is perhaps 
not surprizing that some of the issues brought before the Council reveal differences of 
opinion among our wider membership and these include: windfarms, solar farms and 
fracking.  We look forward receiving, in the near future, the promised advice from Central 

Office guidance on how to respond to fracking applications.  
A third aim is to organize led walks that are open to the public.  In the latest half-yearly 
Programme and Events booklet, 282 walks are listed, led by 123 different leaders.  
Frequently, up to five walks are offered, sometimes attracting more than 60 walkers.  Such 
a full programme is only made possible by the efforts of the Group Walks Secretaries 
and Roy Hunt, who has collated the list and fed the information to the Ramblers’ Walks 
Finder.

Lastly, we attempt to educate the public on matters related to access, the countryside 
and the health benefits of walking.  Our involvement in the making of the BBC TV 
programme Inside Out focusing on the projected Coast path along the Holderness coast 
fell into this category.  The Ryedale Group’s Footpath Survey received press publicity as 
well as a mention by BBC York.  

Four of our members attended General Council, held in Robinson College, Cambridge.  
They were Peter Ayling, Ian Reavill, Roy Hunt and Tom Halstead.  Roy was elected a 
trustee for one year.  The Trustees’ governance proposals, which had been the subject of 
a controversial consultation, provoked heated discussion at  the General Council and as a 
result new proposals are expected to be put out to consultation before the next General 
Council meeting.  Ian and Tom were particularly interested to see how the meeting was 
conducted, as the Area will be hosting the next General Council based at York University 
on 2nd - 3rd April, 2016.  Encouragingly, more than 20 members responded to a call for 
volunteers, iwho will act as stewards, tellers, guides, etc., during the meeting.  Staff from 
Central Office plan to hold a training day for the volunteers somewhere in York in the 
New Year.  

Tom Halstead
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Registered office: Second Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7TW

GROUP SECRETARIES 2014-2015

Beverley Annette Clemenson
01482 887389
annette_clemenson@hotmail.com

GYBO Ruth Hilton ruthc_hilton@yahoo.co.uk

Howden and Goole Marian Thomas
01430 431766
thomas.marian@btinternet.com

Hull and Holderness Elaine Tague elainetague@gmail.com

Pocklington Jane Preston
01904 760218
parkland@talktalk.net

Ryedale Terry Strickland
01653 648074
terrystrickland717@gmail.com

Scarborough Pam Greenwood
01723 870156
dgrmwd@aol.com

York Vera Silberberg
01904 628134
vera@silberbergv.plus.com

WALKS PROGRAMME

Guidance notes for walkers and leaders are now included in the Area Walks 
Programme.  

Although every effort is made to adhere to the programme, it does very occasionally 
happen that details of a published walk need to be amended.  In the event of 
severe weather or unforeseen road works, any cancellation or amendment will be 
published on the Ramblers Walks Finder and, where possible, also on Area and 
Group websites and via email groups.  

If severe weather is forecast, it is each walker’s responsibility to check the Walks 
Finder and websites for amendments (or to phone a friend who can) or, as a last 
resort to phone the relevant Group Secretary before setting off for the walk.   
 
If the planned route is unwalkable or hazardous, e.g. the start may be accessible but 
the planned route could be obstructed (by deep snow for example), an alternative, 
possibly shorter route might be considered.  Both the route and the distance can 
be altered at the leader’s discretion.  

Leaders  and groups should consult the full policy for amending or cancelling 
walks on the area website where the relevant contact details are provided as well 
as in the programme booklet.  

This 40 page walking guide is pub;ished by EY&D Ramblers.  Order your copy from Tom 
Halstead (tkh1@york.ac.uk) for the Ramblers price of £2.50 incl. p&p.


