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 The Area Secretary has the Last Word

EY&D Area RA Group Secretaries (as at December 2012)
Beverley  Annette Clemenson  23 Laburnum Drive 01482-887389
annette_clemenson@hotmail.com Beverley,  HU17 9UQ
GYBO  Jenny Lake The Pines, Malton Road 0785-235-6175
jennylake87@gmail.com  York YO32 9TW
Howden & Goole Marian Thomas   46 Boothgate Drive   01430-431766
thomas.marian@btinternet.com  Howden, Goole,  DN14 7EW
Hull & Holderness Christine Barker  7 Back Lane  0774-688-2239
barkerp24@yahoo.com    Burtwick,  HU12 9EG
Pocklington Jane Preston 2 Parkland Way, Haxby  01904-706218
parkland@talktalk.net   York  YO32 3YZ
Ryedale  Anne Whinfield Laburnum Cottage 01653-618525
annelwtc@gmail,com   Crambeck, Welburn,  YO60 7EL
Scarborough Pam Grimwood 16 Stone Quarry Road 01723-870156
& District dgrmwd@aol.com  Burniston, Scarborough  YO13 0DF
York   Vera Silberberg 41 North Parade  01904-628134
vera@silberberg.org.uk   York  YO30 7AB

  To paraphrase a certain lager ad-
vert of old - this will probably be the
last Annual Report that I shall be
compiling for the Area, as I can
finally contemplate stepping down
as the EY&D Ramblers Area Secre-
tary, only a few years after handing
in my notice!

  There will still be a period off
transition as my successor takes
over the reigns and I will still be seen
on walks and shall especially enjoy
leading one out in March 2014 by
which time I shall have finally got my
bus pass!

  I have enjoyed my years in the job
and have had lots of help and sup-
port from my fellow various mem-
bers of the Area Council and
especially the Area Chairmen: Peter
Ayling, Chris Bush, Peter Leese and

Dany Wlodarczyk.

  Although overall membership num-
bers continue to decline, we are still
able to attract new members and
new people out on our led walks -
still the best way of exploring the
countryside for the first time.

  Despite the inclement weather we
often encounter, walking remains an
enjoyable and relatively inexpensive
pastime, whether its done in compa-
ny of a walking group or on your
own. It is good for your health and
soon becomes addictive.

  Joining the Ramblers also gives you
the chance to put something back
and making sure paths remain open
and moorland becomes and remain
accessible. Committee work behind
the scenes helps keep the machine
going and it has been fun being part
of it.

Enjoy your walking. Malcolm Dixon

ANNUAL REPORT
2011 - 2012

Notice of 2013 Area Annual General Meeting
All members and representatives of affiliated organisations are requested to attend

the Annual General Meeting at 2.00 pm on Saturday January 26th 2013
in The Village Hall, Bishop Wilton, East Yorkshire  (YO42 1SS or SE 798550 )

Prospective members may be introduced and are welcome (non-voting).
There will be a 6 mile walk from the Hall starting at 10:00am

AGENDA

1. Attendance (please sign the record) and Apologies for Absence.
2. Chairman’s opening remarks

3. Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting.
4. Matters arising from the minutes.

5. Annual Report for 2011/2012

6. Financial statement – Accounts for year ending September 30th 2012
7. Election of Officers and Council Members:
 President        Vice-Presidents       Chairman  Vice-Chairman
 Area Secretary Area Treasurer       Walks Programme Compiler
 Publicity Officer  Countryside Secretary                 Minutes Secretary
 Membership Secretary  Area News Editor/s   Area Webmaster
 Area Access Officer            Area Footpath Secretaries
 Area Council Members – nominations and volunteers will be welcome at the meeting
 but helpful if notified beforehand, with written agreement of nominees if unable to attend.
 Group Secretaries should provide details of up to 4 representatives appointed at their AGM

8. Appointment of Independent Examiner    (Nominations Required)

9. Appointment of Area Delegates to 2013 General Council   (Nominations Required)

10.   Motions of which notice has been given in writing to the Area Secretary
in accordance with rule 13(f) of the Constitution.

11.   Any Other Business.

         After the formal meeting and a short break:-

Benedict Southworth, Ramblers CEO
will give an update on current Ramblers concerns, activities & campaigns

“ The  RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION  promotes rambling,
protects rights of way,  campaigns for access to open country

and defends the beauty of the countryside. ”

------------ 00000 5 00000 ------------
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Since I was appointed to the position
of Area Chair last January, a certain
number of changes have taken place.
First of all an exceptionally dry winter
led to the introduction of a hosepipe
ban which inevitably heralded the wet-
test spring since records began.

In our own national organisation,
change has also been in the air with
the appointment of Benedict South-
worth as new Ramblers Chief Execu-
tive.  Some of your Area Council
members had a valuable opportunity
to join him for an informal discussion
group in York, one of several regional
meetings which he organised following
his appointment. More of you will get
the chance to meet him as he will also
be our guest speaker at the Area AGM
in January.

Changes have also taken place to our
Group boundaries following the demise
of Driffield Group.  Neighbouring
groups agreed to take on extra parish-
es and new Group boundaries were
drawn up.  Tony Corrigan produced an
excellent map and new parish lists for
display on his impressive new version
of our Area website.  Similar maps and
lists covering the rest of our Groups
are nearing completion so we will
shortly have useful parish mapping for
the whole of our Area.

It has been my pleasure recently to
attend a number of group AGMs where

I have had the privilege of meet-
ing some of the many volunteers

who help to keep things running
smoothly for our members.  It has
been good to see long standing com-
mittee members being joined by new
volunteers stepping in for the first
time.

In some groups, volunteers are taking
on responsibility for monitoring foot-
paths in one or two parishes on a
regular basis, an excellent initiative.
Throughout the year there have also
been opportunities for volunteers to
help raise our profile with the public at
large.  As well as manning our usual
publicity stand at Driffield Show in
July, volunteers were involved in or-
ganising several local walking festivals.

The success of the 2012 Wolds Walk-
ing Festival in September was largely
due to the inclusion of a number of
walks from our existing Rambles pro-
gramme.    If you would be interested
in joining a small team to help co-
ordinate our input into the 2013 event,
please do get in touch.

Following an appeal in the last issue of
Area News, it was gratifying that one
person came forward to consider tak-
ing on the Area Secretary’s job.  We
still have vacancies for an Area Min-
utes Secretary, Publicity Co-ordinator
and Area News Editor.

I wish you all happy and safe walking
in the coming year.
Dany Wlodarczyk
Area Chair 27

Officers and Area Council Members 2011-2012

President:  Ann Holt
Vice-Presidents:  Hugh Bayley MP, Jack Bower, Roy Dresser, Geoff Eastwood
(Past-Presidents) David Rubinstein, Sheila M Smith, Ray Wallis, David Nunns
Chairman Dany Wlodarczyk   49 Pasture Terrace 01482-864124
danywlo@yahoo.co.uk     Beverley, HU17 8DR
Vice-Chairman Tom Halstead (see below)
Area Secretary  Malcolm Dixon 8 Horseman Avenue 01904-706850
m.s.dixon@talktalk.net   Copmanthorpe, York YO23 3UF
Treasurer George Malcolm The Bungalow, Back Lane 01757-705471
 Osgodby, Selby, YO8 5HS
Footpath Secretary Mike Jackson  40 Copandale Road  01482-86164
Hull and ERYC area Beverley, HU17 7BW
York & NYCC area David Nunns 33 Millgates 01904-791187

York YO26 6AT
Countryside Sec Peter Ayling 25 Westland Road 01482-657240
  Kirkella, Hull HU10 7PH
Walks Programme Roy Hunt  Cashel Lodge 01430-440272
Compiler   Canel Side East, Newport, Brough HU15 2RL
Access Officer Tom Halstead  1 Derwent Drive  01904-448380
   Wheldrake, York YO19 6AL
Membership  Ann Laing   25 Burdale Close  01377-272524
& Meetings Sec  Driffield YO25 6SG
Publicity Officer  ‘vacancy’
Area Webmaster   Tony Corrigan 2 Lysander Drive 01430-873734
   Market Weighton, York YO43 3NQ
& Area News Editor   Dany Wlodarczyk   danywlo@yahoo.co.uk
Independent      ‘still to be chosen’
Examiner
Area Council Members:   Chris Bush
Additionally: each local Ramblers Group may also elect up to three
of its members to the Area Council (in addition to its Group Secretary).

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS
Tel: 01707 331133

www.ramblersholidays.co.uk
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Ryedale Walking Group
  Our Ramblers Affiliated group started
the year with 66 members and fin-
ished with 71. As well as organising 41
walks we organised two challenge
walks and three short break holidays
at Hexham, HF Monk Coniston and
Holmfirth. As part of our walk pro-
gramme this year the group walked
the full length of The Whitby Way
from York to Whitby over seven stag-
es. The group enjoyed a walk and
BBQ at the Sun Inn, Pickering in late
July and a walk and Christmas lunch
in early December.

  Something new this year - one of our
members, Pat Davis from Malton, has
organised a “Walking Diners Group”
which has proved popular. Once every
two months between 10 and 20 mem-
bers enjoy an evening meal out in one
of the local pubs or restaurants.  This
will continue in 2013.

  Our well attended AGM took place in
October and we never seem to have
difficulty in recruiting committee
members, although for various rea-
sons continuity has not been good and

members have come and gone
and then come back!

  This year we have elected Colin
Humphrey (Kirkbymoorside), Jan Do-
bson (Scarborough) and Judy Catter-
all (Pickering), all returning to roles
they have previously held, respective-
ly as Chairman, Secretary and Treas-
urer. We also welcomed Steve
Harness, Dianne Hardwick, Nick Lang-
mead and Helen Stack as newcomers,
and I remain in post as Walks Coordi-
nator.  Many of our members are also
Ramblers Members and I have just
taken over from Sam Borman as
Chairman of the Ryedale Group.

  The profile of the group has changed
somewhat since we formed in 2006.
We affiliated to Ramblers in 2009 and
since around that time we have seen
people joining our group from a wider
area. When we started the majority of
members lived in Pickering, but that is
no longer the case. We have also
noticed that more single people are
joining our group when previously it
was mostly couples.

  Our website is currently being
improved and can be found via
Google.
Phil Catterall - Ryedale Walking

Group  Walks Coordinator

Of the many  dozens of walking groups that can be found in our Area, 17
have chosen to affiliate to the Ramblers to show their support of the

organisation.

They can send delegates & reports to the Area Council.
Here’s a report from one: the Ryedale Walking Group

 Group membership is again slightly
down, from 630 in 2011  to  604 on Sept 30, 2012
Vera Silberberg York Group Secretary
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 Area Membership Report   (01/10/11 to 30/09/12)

The Area membership at 30th September 2012 (with 2011 in brackets) was
1794 (1786) plus 17 affiliated clubs. The national total was 113,315
(113,818).  This represents an Area increase of 8 net, although we actually
attracted 248 new members during the year, 240 existing members did not
renew/lapsed/moved away.   These figures show an improvement on the
previous year when we had only 214 new members with 314 lapses.

At the 30th September the 52 members of the Driffield Group were reallocat-
ed between Beverley (30), Hull and Holderness (20), and Pocklington (2).
Driffield members were initially asked for their preference of which Group
they would like to allocated to, then all non-responses were allocated by
parish/postcode.

Group   New Members Total at 30 Sept 2012  Change
from

          Sept 2011
 Beverley  48  335 (+30)             +02
 ( Driffield    0   52    -09)
 Hull & Holderness 34  169 (+20)             +13
 Ryedale   17  178   +05
 Scarborough  09  100   +02
 Pocklington  30  199 (+2)   +15
 York   69  604    -26
 GYBO   19    83                -07
 Howden & Goole  14    65   +06
 Unattached  07    09                              +07

 Total              248  1794              +08

  Ann Laing,
  Area Membership Secretary

If reporting any issues or problems by e-mail, it is better to put a single item on
each e-mail and if possible attach a photograph of the item.

E-mail: paths@northyorks.gov.uk , rightsofway@york.gov.uk
or via RoW team pages on www.eastriding.gov.uk
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Newport 12
  This was the bad news: the East
Riding of Yorkshire Council (ERYC)
made an order, which we supported,
to record a restricted byway on the
east side of the Market Weighton Can-
nel because the bridleway was ob-
structed by flood defences and had
become eroded in places. Unfortunate-
ly the inspector refused to confirm the
order.
Swanland 3
  After 20 years of waiting for Dennis
Parker’s application to have the route
put on the map, a public inquiry was
held, this was after the Secretary of
State had instructed the ERYC to make
the order. Over 80 people wrote in
objecting to the path, but only 2
turned up at the inquiry. The inspector
agreed that the footpath ran though
the school playground. This was be-
cause ERYC had built a school over the
path in 1999, even though both the
parish council and the ramblers had
made repeated requests for the path
to be diverted before they did so. We
are currently waiting the inspector’s
decision on the public responses to her
alterations. This was a 2 day inquiry.
Newport 13
  This was another order the Secretary
of State had to ordered the ERYC to
make. When the Highways Agency
built the M62 motorway in 1974, they
built an access road (private) along-
side which gave no access to any
land. However the public started using
it as a shortcut in vehicles etc. In 2006

the angling association put gates
up on the highway to safeguard

their members, despite not owning the
land. So a member of the parish coun-
cil made a claim, which ERYC objected
to. However the inspector confirmed
the order after a 3 day inquiry.
Scrubwood Lane
  This application to add a bridleway in
Molescroft did not go to the Sec of
State as only 1 person objected and
they later withdrew it. The way was
confirmed in June, but now two trees
have been blown across the route and
we are trying to get the highways
authority to clear them.
Skeffling 5
  After two orders which we objected
to by written representation, a hearing
and a supporting letter, the restricted
byway was opened by 40 horse riders
riding through the rape seed oil crop at
the beginning of June. The farmer,
whose wife had filled in a claim form
was away that day.

  We did support the East Riding on a
number of orders, such as Lockington
where the footpath crossed a field to
the parish boundary and then contin-
ued as a bridleway to become a bridle-
way right through.
Flamborough / Driffield
  Back in the 90's, Colin Seymour
proved the existence of a bridleway
between Sewerby and Flamborough in
the crown court, which is shown on
maps today as a footpath. I'm pleased
to say the East Riding made the order
this year, to which there were no
objections, and the route is now on the
map. An older case of a footpath
alongside the Driffield Canal, and sup-

Footpath Secretaries Reports
1) East Yorkshire and Hull
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berg, to provide an alternative for
those who, for various reasons, do
not want to walk all day or a gentle
introduction to the Ramblers.
 The York public transport
walks section contributed their usual
varied programme, coordinated by
Malcolm Dixon, including a walking of
the Minster Way in four stages, the
Six Dales Trail in 3 stages and the
Chatsworth Challenge over a week-
end with an overnight at Eyam YH.

We again attended the annu-
al Rowntree Park celebrations al-
though the weather was not helpful.
In addition, we had a stall at the York
50+ festival in September, and Mari-
lyn Skelton has ensured that our ac-
tivities are publicised in the local
Press, Local Link and Handy Mag. Our
participation in the Walking Partner-
ship with Ramblers Holidays has cov-
ered the cost of printing the
newsletter, and contributed to funds
when members have nominated the
group when booking a holiday.
 Tom Halstead, as Area Access
officer, has been concerned mainly
with issues of Coastal Access, which
are obviously outside our Group area.
He has also led three ‘harder’ walks
taken from the booklet on Open Ac-
cess Walks in North Yorkshire, now in
its second edition. He also officially
opened the Jubilee path recently ded-
icated at Nether Poppleton.

 Planning and Environment is-
sues, monitored by Monica Nelson
and members of the footpath sub-
committee, have included develop-
ments at Germany Beck [Fulford],

Heslington East and Derwentthorpe,
as well as threats to the Green Belt in
York, and the proposed changes in
management of Forestry nationally.

The Footpath sub-committee
met four times this year, chaired by
Peter Lidgett.

They have been involved with
Path Surveys in 120 Parishes, coordi-
nated by Patsy Pendegrass. Also they
have continued to monitor alleygating
and orders for path creation, diversion
or extinction. Some members have
attended meetings of the York Natural
Environment Panel, considering de-
velopments at Osbaldwick, Monks
Cross and Germany Beck. Surveys of
the condition of paths, as well as
ploughing and cropping of fields
crossed by public paths have been
undertaken on behalf of the NYCC.

 The footpath maintenance
volunteers, Stan Cooper, Nigel Emery,
Ken Walker and John Wood (and oc-
casionally Simon Ashby) worked
monthly with David Ottaway [NYCC]
to replace stiles with kissing gates at
Thixendale, Wharram Percy, North
Grimstion and Nun Monkton. They
also cleared bridleways near Thorpe
Underwood and Newton Kyme.

 After many years’ service,
Malcolm Dixon is retiring from the
Group committee, although he will, no
doubt, remain an active group mem-
ber, especially in organising public
transport walks.
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 York Group

attended by about a dozen members.
Check the website for the forthcoming
programme and watch for Lisa’s mes-
sages on the e-group. If you’re not on
the e-group and would like to receive
updates on meals, and extra walks
etc., please contact me , and I’ll add
your email address to the list.

  Our footpath officer, Les Atkinson,
was, as usual, very busy throughout
the year.
  As well as the numerous problems of
inaccessibility, which produced suc-
cesses and frustrations, he responded
to several consultations on applica-
tions for diversions as well as the
National Park’s consultation on it’s
approach to the use of green lanes by
motor vehicles. He also attended

meetings at the National Park and of
the NJYCC access forum, of which he
is a member. He asked Karl Gerhard-
son, the park’s chief footpath officer,
if we could help practically, by fixing
way marks and doing other voluntary
jobs after suitable training. Sadly, our
offer of help has not been accepted.

  Les again attended the Ramblers’
Annual Conference as a representative
of our Area.
Harry Whitehouse has continued to
improve our group website, as well as
getting the group publicity in the local
media. Photographs and the GPS track
taken are added to the programme
after each walk.
Phil Trafford,
Scarborough chairman

 Two successful coach rambles
were held this year. In October we
went to Guisborough, while the mass
trespass on Kinder Scout 80 years ago
was the inspiration for a trip to the
Peak District in May.
  The summer evening walks
programme attracted an average of 8
participants, despite two washouts.
Given more willing leaders we could
increase the number of walks offered.
 Some new members enjoyed
a meeting at the Black Swan, although
we may decide to widen our communi-
cation by letter, instead, in future.
 The Wednesday Rambles and
Ambles, which are enjoyed by the
whole Area, were again arranged by
two York group members, Steve

Hoather and Jackie Glew.  Num-
bers varied between 15 – 40. On

the third Wednesday of each month a
choice of two Rambles has again been
offered, one to the east and one to the
west of York, to cater for members of
this group who come from a wide area.
Both these groups welcomed new
members during the year, and encour-
age car sharing whenever possible.
Jackie is now assisted by Judith Tosh,
as Margaret Green has resigned.

Marilyn Skelton organised a
series of monthly walks of about 6
miles on Tuesdays from March to Octo-
ber, followed by a pub lunch, which
attracted an average of about 20
members drawn from the whole Area.
 There were also monthly
Tuesday rambles of 7 to 8 miles to
alternate with the pub lunch walks.
Afternoon walks of 5-6 miles on Satur-
days were organised by Vera Silber-

  I am very grateful for those mem-
bers of Scarborough, Ryedale & York
Groups who have undertaken the
Footpath work in our part of North
Yorkshire & York, including looking
into Definitive Map Modification Or-
ders, proposed Path Diversions, plan-
ning matters affecting the Path
network and reporting problems they
find on the ground.

  For more detail of the work carried
out you should look at the Group
Annual Reports, or contact the Group
Footpath Secretaries.  Chris Clark is
the Ryedale Ramblers Footpath Sec-
retary, living just outside Ryedale in
the East Riding.  Les Atkinson is Scar-
borough Ramblers Footpath Secre-
tary, living just outside our Area on
the north east side of the Moors.

 2) York & North Yorkshire
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ported by Driffield town council and the canal which was confirmed in the
local court is on hold. ERYC made the order, and the landowner objected.
Then he moved and withdrew the objection. End of story? Wrong, ERYC re
advertised the order, and the new landowner has objected. This could prove
to be an expensive mistake by the East Riding Council.
Hull 22
  Our biggest problem this year has been Hull footpath 22 which would have
split the proposed Siemens development to employ 800 people assembling
wind turbines for the North Sea from the River. By the time you read this
Siemens may have signed up to build the factory, but then again they might
not have.

  Looking towards the future the big one will be Dryham Lane at North Cave
(the wetlands). Here quays are being worked, and then being managed by
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust for birds. To stop Dryham Lane and Common Lane
from being quarried, the ramblers submitted a claim for the routes, which
are on the list of streets. The YWL applied to the East Riding Highways to
erect gates on the route to stop motorbikes which have a legal right to use
the Lanes. The structures which have been erected with John Harland's
permission will not stop motorbikes, but will stop horse riders, car drivers,
and the disabled, all who have a legal right to use the way.
  East Riding are failing in their duty to protect the public rights, if they
let this through.
  AbleUK are proposing to build a large Harbour on the south bank of the
River Humber. This requires them to provide a compensation site for wildlife.
They intend to provide this on the north bank at Cherry Cobb Sands. This will
result in the footpath which runs on the top of the flood bank being diverted
to the bottom of the new flood bank on the landward side. This is because
of pressure by the RSPB on AbleUK. We await the inspector’s decision

Mike Jackson, Footpath Sec, East Riding of Yorkshire & Hull.
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  Les is our contact with Cleveland
Ramblers for certain matters in the
NYMNP.  He has recently been ap-
pointed to the Local access Forum for
those parts of North Yorkshire outside
the National Parks.
  I am York Ramblers Footpath Secre-
tary, as well as covering this post for
the Area.
  The Ramblers North Yorkshire Liai-
son and Campaign Group for those
parts outside the National parks has
remained dormant over the year, but
we have discussed some common
matters that have arisen over the year
with fellow Ramblers in West Riding
Area & N Yorks & S Durham Area and
subsequently met with Officers to
discuss some of these.
  NYCC will not be updating the path
condition survey many of our mem-
bers helped with, as they say people
may get despondent over lack of ac-
tion in the ground.   In view this we
are checking the condition of paths by
Parish, reporting Issues to NYCC that
have possible Health & Safety con-
cerns or difficulty in using  paths.
There are still over 9000 Issues unre-
solved, but we do not know how
many of these are in our part of North
Yorkshire.
  NYCC are slowly continuing their
work to bring their part of the former
East Riding Definitive Map up to 1971
and onward to the current date, simi-
larly for that part of Scarborough
which has not yet had a Definitive
Map.  There has recently been anoth-
er reorganisation of their Countryside
Services staff and we are waiting to

see how this will operate on the
ground.

  The City Of York Definitive Map
Officer is slowly continuing her work
to produce an up to date Definitive
Map for the pre 1974 City of York
area.  Unfortunately there is a lack of
funding for this work, but there has
been progress for some Wards in the
City, with more to follow after next
April.  Some Orders made which were
objected to have not been progressed
due to lack of funding, so we have still
not got the public footpath from
Acomb to Rufforth, part of which was
temporarily closed 70 years ago.
  In terms of The Big Society, York
Group have carried out this year's
Best Value Performance Indicator
style surveys of the Public Rights Of
Way for City of York.
Some Ramblers have also helped NY-
CC as Countryside Volunteers with
Ranger's monthly Work Parties repair-
ing path furniture, checking Contrac-
tors work on undergrowth clearance
and checking Ploughing and Cropping
Issues.

 I would like to thank all these
people and other Members who have
contributed to our work over the year.
Several of the workers would like
more assistance and perhaps younger
members to take over and carry the
baton, to enable our task to be contin-
ued. We really need our Local groups
and other interested parties to work
together more and a co-ordinating
Footpath Secretary with more time to
put to this task is urgently needed, or
I will continue as best I can over the
next year.
David Nunns, York Group and North
Yorkshire Area Footpath Secretary.
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 Scarborough Group

  We are taking no further action with
regard to the boundary problem in the
National Park as we understand that
Area is now dealing with this.

  In November a walking environment
training day was held in Malton - as
suggested by our very active footpath
secretary and organised by Ryedale
group. The day proved to be very
popular, with over 18 attendees, in-
cluding 3 from head office.  It was
agreed that Eugene Suggett and Jan-
et Davis from Central Office delivered
an excellent training course.  With
regard to the future, it is hoped to
establish a footpath survey team for

Ryedale, for which a similar training
day would be useful.
  The chairman and one member have
now left the committee.  Efforts to
recruit new committee members ini-
tially produced a very poor response,
and it has been very difficult to find
members willing to volunteer for
these posts.  However, at last years
AGM a new secretary and footpath
secretary were elected.  At this year’s
AGM a new chairman was elected.
There remain two unfilled vacancies
on the committee.

Anne Whinfield
Ryedale Group Secretary

  The groups recent AGM was at-
tended by 21 members, which is just
over 20% of it’s total membership.
There were no retiring committee
members, so the members for 2012-
13 are exactly the same as for 2011-
12. The committee definitely needs
some fresh (preferably younger)
blood. If any members would consid-
er being co-opted onto the commit-
tee, please contact myself (Phil
Trafford 01723 863975 or
philip.trafford@ukgateway.net ) or
any other member of the committee.
The demands on your time would not
be great. We only meet every two
months and you would be welcome
to attend our first meeting to see
how we go on, before making any
commitment.

  Our regular walk leaders ensured
that Ray Johnson was able to provide
a decent rambles programme during

the past year, with scheduled walks
on most Sundays and once weekly on
summer evenings. A demand for
some shorter walks has been noted by
the committee, and Ray will welcome
offers to lead them when he is draw-
ing up the new programme. At the
AGM, Tricia Mumford said she will
lead a few short walks and help coor-
dinate a programme, so hopefully we
can make progress on this front.

  As well as our weekly rambles, last
year’s programme also included a
long weekend at Reeth, which was
organised by Margaret and Les Atkin-
son. They got the weather spot on,
and the weekend was thoroughly en-
joyed by the ten members who went.

  Lisa Crozier again organised a pro-
gramme of meals out once a month.
All are welcome to join the group
at these events, which are usually
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Our walks programme continues to
attract large numbers of walkers, both
local members and holidaymakers.
The Sunday walks in particular are
very popular and this can create prob-
lems for both the leaders and walkers
who don’t like such a large group.
Some leaders have ceased to offer
walks, leaving some gaps in the walk
programme.  New leaders have
stepped forward however, and a
choice of walks on other days such as
Saturday, are in next years pro-
gramme. The shortage of offers to
lead walks continues to be a problem.
  Our social programme is small, but

popular and well supported. The
coach ramble this year went to

Swaledale and offered the choice of
three linear walks followed by a meal
on the way back.  Again it was a sell
out.  In January, we enjoyed our well
attended New Year’s lunch at the For-
est and Vale Hotel, Pickering, preceded
by a short walk.

  The navigation courses continue to be
very popular and successful.   Four
people completed the last one held in
November.  The next course is current-
ly being prepared and will be the
eleventh.  Non members are welcome
to attend the courses and we hope
that any non-members who complete
the course may decide to join.

  More volunteers for surveying paths
would be extremely helpful, particular-
ly as Pocklington now covers a much
larger area, having absorbed part of
the former Driffield Group territory.
Our constitution has been amended to
reflect the increased area.

  Support for “Walkers are Welcome”
continues, assistance given included
leading walks and also designing Public
Transport short walks leaflets for the
launch of their “Local Bus Walks” pro-
gramme.
  Links have also been established with
“The Pilgrimage of Grace Society” and
help given in walks development and
leading them. This project is expected
to expand in the coming year.

  An attractive programme of social
events arranged by Graham West and

helpers has been available to mem-
bers. These have included weekends
away, holidays, dances, meals, visits to
places of interest and much more.
  Functioning and achievements of any
group is very dependant upon mem-
bers making a positive contribution. At
present we have only a handful of
volunteers who undertake the bulk of
work associated with running the
group. So perhaps others could offer a
bit of their time to assist in publicity,
leading walks, surveying footpaths,
attending promotions and arranging
social events.
  And, finally a big thank you to volun-
teers who have led walks, surveyed
paths and organised events this last
year. Without you our group wouldn’t
achieve so much success.
 Jane Preston,
Pocklington Secretary

 Ryedale Group
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Coastal Access

Natural England has published plans
for rolling out the English Coast Path
and the part from Hartlepool to Spee-
ton will be surveyed during the com-
ing 12 months.  Justin Cooke and
Emily Shaw (from Central Office Ac-
cess Team) are meeting TH and Bill
Dell (South Durham and North York-
shire Ramblers) at York on 15 Novem-
ber to discuss and plan local action.
TH will provide a report of this meet-
ing to interested Ramblers in the Scar-
borough and Ryedale groups.

The part of the coast path from Spee-
ton south to the Humber (NE say to
Faxfleet!) will be addressed during
2016-2017.

Open Access

A thousand copies of the second edi-
tion of “Open access walks: North
Yorkshire”, devised and written by
volunteers from this Area, was pub-
lished by North Yorkshire County
Council earlier this year and distribut-
ed free of charge via the NYCC’s
information centres.

Brian Odell

It is with sadness that we note the
death of Brian Odell who has died
aged 71 on the 29th July.  Brian was
a staunch member of our Access
Team.  He carried out several surveys
in the Wolds of potential CRoW access
land and argued the Rambler's case
for many of the sites contested by the
Halifax Estate, including: Fordham
Dale, Wayrham Dale, Deep Dale,
Worsen Dale and Stonetable Hill, at
the series of Access Appeal Hearings
held at Beverley. More recently, he
surveyed several sections of the Ram-
blers proposed route for the English
coast path in Yorkshire, which was
part of the successful Ramblers cam-
paign for coastal access. Brian and his
wife Cathie devised Walk 8 Allerston
in the booklet "Open Access Walks:
North Yorkshire".

Tom Halstead
Area Access Officer

 Area Access Officer’s Report
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1. General: many planning applica-
tions now come by email at the dis-
cretion of the Case Officer. Some
applications in North Yorkshire are
forwarded by members. Applications
are often modified or withdrawn and
resubmitted. Area Council has decided
its future response will be decided by
a panel drawn from AC, including the
Group secretary.

2. Planning Applications for Re-
newable Energy:
(i) Existing Planning Appeals: ap-
plication for ten, large turbines at West
Heslerton in Ryedale DC and nine at
Burton Agnes not yet determined. Ar-
ea’s objection to 17 turbines at Goole
Fields has been withdrawn.

(ii) New applications for wind
farms/large turbines: nine 130m
turbines at Fraisthorpe: Area objected
at the Public Inquiry 27/11/12; six
128m turbines at Welham Bridge
Spaldington pending.

(iii) Smaller turbines: Area received
16 applications from ERYC for single
(or two pairs) for turbines 34m - 78m
in height: objected to 4, neither sup-
ported nor objected 3, no response or
to be decided for 9.

3. Other Planning Applications: no
response to Humber Gateway plant at
Preston or Aldbrough gas storage cav-
erns. Objected to 100 cabin homes at
Lakeminster Park, Beverley.

4. School Science Fairs: workshop
with Tom Halstead on Walking and the
Environment at Science Fair for 100
11-year old pupils at the National Rail-
way Museum York in March.

5. Meetings attended and consul-
tations: ERYC Biodiversity Panel,
Trans Pennine Trail (missed AGM in
Sept); ER & Hull Local Access Forum;
ER & N Yorks LEADER rural develop-
ment funding body.

6. Group Environment and
Countryside Matters: thanks again
to Monica Nelson (York Group), and
Bob Dealey (Beverley Group).
Monica reports that in Feb 2011 the
government revealed to widespread
opposition that it planned to sell
100,000 acres of forestry by April
2015. The Independent Panel on For-
estry issued Its report to the govern-
ment in Jul 2012: it called for the
forests to be valued for their impor-
tance for people, nature, and for the
economy. The Government response is
due in Jan 2013.

Peter Ayling, Countryside Secretary

 Area Countryside Officer’s Report
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 Hull & Holderness Group

 Pocklington Group

  The Group would like to extend a
warm welcome to all of the members
transferred from the Driffield area
and invite them to join us at our next
committee meeting on Saturday 19th
January at 2pm at the Victoria Dock
Village Hall in Hull.
  The Hull and Holderness Group have
fronted a good selection of walks
during recent months and this is
thanks to all the leaders from our
own group and other groups who
have given their time and expertise,
very many thanks.  Our walks
secretary Steve Mullarkey has done a
sterling job of keeping the walks
programme so full.  The Monday
walkers were particularly sad when
Mike Jackson stopped his Monday

walks.
  Happily, these have been taken in
hand on a multi group basis
generated by Dany.  Thanks Dany.
  The situation on the docks site in
respect of Seimens is progressing
with all objections being settled.   A
decision is due in the Spring about
their intentions on the site.
  Finally congratulations from the
group on the setting up of the new
web site and the effort put into
making it work.
 Thank-you to all who have supported
the Hull and Holderness Group during
the past year.
Christine Barker,
Hull & Holderness Secretary

  Pleasingly, another successful year
for the Group with membership num-
bers hovering around 200. Although
there has been a steady influx of new
members, this has only balanced
those who have left. A publicity event
held at a local supermarket attracted
interest and this will be repeated dur-
ing the coming year.
  Our Walking Programme continues
to provide a high volume and variety
of walks to suit all abilities. There has
been a specific focus for additional
shorter walks and through the indus-
triousness of Martin Hill, Walks Secre-
tary, also an increase in linear walks
using public transport. Arranging a
programme of about 150 led walks is
a commendable achievement and only
possible because of volunteers offer-
ing their time.

  Destinations for our coach rambles
were  Middleton in Teesdale and
Leyburn, a good time being had by all.

  Walking is not without occasional
mishaps and injury. To assist leaders,
a First Aid Awareness Evening took
place. Delivered by a St Johns Ambu-
lance Instructor the session was tai-
lored to walking related incidents.
  Establishment of a Footpaths Officer
has proved rewarding in that all public
rights of way in the Group’s territorial
area have been surveyed during this
last year. This received a positive
feedback from East Riding of York-
shire Council who implemented many
of the requested improvements.
Thanks to the few volunteers who
devoted several days to the task.
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 Howden & Goole Group

  This has been another active &
busy year for the group, we organ-
ised 23 day walks and have main-
tained the pattern of leading roughly
2 walks per month , all at weekends
and roughly alternating between Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Walks have
varied from 7 to 11 miles with typi-
cally 15 walkers participating. We
have also continued with the optional
practice of meeting up either at How-
den or Goole to arrange car sharing
to the start of the walk. This seems
to work well for our group - it is envi-
ronmentally friendly and a good way
to get to know your fellow walkers.
All our walks have been within a 45
minute drive of Howden or Goole.

  We have enjoyed a number of local
walks along the banks of the Rivers
Ouse, Derwent & Aire, but have also
walked further afield on the lovely
East Yorkshire Wolds, Sledmere Es-
tate, Aberford & Towton, around
Tadcaster, Brocadale Yorkshire Wild-
life Trust at Wentworth & Hatfield
Moors, with its the wonderful flooded
peat bogs.
  In addition the group organised 6
summer evening walks.
  However we still only have a com-
mittee three and at our AGM in Octo-
ber we were unable to persuade
anyone else to join us, although on
the positive side we are not short of
walk leaders.
Marian Thomas,  H&G Secretary

GYBO REPORT cont:

the scenes to keep the group running.
Thank you all for everything you have
done for the group.
  Finally I hand over to our new Chair,
Stephen Down. I wish him every suc-
cess, and here’s to the next 10 years!

 Kelly Temple  Outgoing GYBO Chair

 York Ramblers Working Party
David Ottaway [NYCC] again su-

pervised our team of enthusiastic
volunteers : Stan Cooper, Nigel Em-
ery, Ken Walker and John Wood, with
additional help from Simon Ashby.

  The 2012 campaign opened with
the demolition of an old stile and
rickety fencing in Vessey Pasture
Dale, near Thixendale, replacing
them with a gate and post-and-rail
fencing.

  Replacing stiles with gates or kiss-
ing gates has been a common task in
recent years. This summer it featured
in tasks at Wharram le Street, North
Grimston and Nun Monkton, where
we also renewed decking on a 20
foot bridge. August saw us in action
at Thorpe Underwood and Newton
Kyme, clearing overgrown bridle-
ways.

Nigel Emery

13

  We had ten activity days in this our
seventh year , and welcomed Bob
Dealey to the team as Kevin Keough
was largely unavailable through other
commitments. The rest of the team
continued to turn out as often as
possible and we were able to meet all
our commitments.
   We completed our Minster Way
signposting up to the East Riding
boundary at Stamford Bridge and we
were pleased to receive a compliment
from a Minster Way walker who ap-
preciated our efforts.

  We have a number of bridge projects
to our name; Cottingham in November
2011 and four this year at North Cave,
Leconfield, Aike and Airmyn. In April
we were at Flamborough building
steps, and we installed kissing-gates
at Brantingham, Airmyn and Ryehill
during the year.

 My thanks go to Bob Dealey, Peter
Ayling, Ray Fielden, Geoff Hodges,
Andy Norman, and Paul Picard.
Ivor Jones.

 Beverley Group Footpath Volunteers

The disruption caused to our walks programme by severe weather over the last few
years has focused attention on the way the website & other media could be utilised

to publicise any necessary amendments to the walks programme.
   If you need to amend any walk details, please contact one of the following

who are able to access the Ramblers Group WalksFinder website.
    Roy Hunt roy_hunt@btopenworld.com  01430 440272
    Ray Fielden, rayfielden@rayfielden.karoo.co.uk  01482 882499
    Malcolm Dixon m.s.dixon@talktalk.net   01904 706850

  As well as making amendments to the various websites, the information will be
e-mailed around the Area and other Group Secretaries to help cascade the

information down to the membership and other walkers.
  It might also help if either the walk leader or Group Secretary contacted
     their local radio station to ask them to make an announcement

about the walk’s cancellation.

Amendment or Cancellation of Walks in the Area Walks Programme
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 Area News Editors’ Report

 The January 2011 edition was pro-
duced as 8 colour pages in A5 format
wrapped around the Annual Report for
to form one booklet.  This was partly
to save costs, but also with the idea
that material and photos in the Area
News pages could augment the con-
tent of the Annual Report.
 The A5 format was used again in April
and September (12 pages each) and
seems to be popular, at least with the
stuffing evening volunteers as it cuts
out the need for folding.  It also pro-
vides more flexibility as to the number
of pages.

 Colour reproduction in the April issue
was disappointing (snowdrops looked
pink and bluebells purple!) but the
problem has been rectified as our
printer now has a new machine.
 My sincere thanks to all those who
have contributed articles, news items
and photos or helped with proof-read-
ing.  I find to my surprise that I have
now edited Area News for over five
years.
 If anyone is interested in taking on the
job or helping out in any way, I would
be delighted to hear from you.
Dany Wlodarczyk  AN Editor

 Area Webmaster’s Report
  In April 2012, following an assess-
ment of the old website it was conclud-
ed maintenance and support for
software and operating system was
becoming difficult. It was decided to
build a new website, but retaining the
same address The Area’s new website
went live in mid June 2012.
  The website has many intuitive new
features that are user friendly.
   It is capable of managing, promoting
and archiving all elements of informa-
tion and material used within Area and
Groups. Many articles appearing on
the site are pre - programmed for
automatic publication and removal.
  It has also proved useful for last
minute alterations to walks and com-
munication of events

Tony Corrigan Area Webmaster

  Feedback has been favourable from
members and outside organisations. A
snapshot of visits to the site’s
homepage for the initial half year re-
flects significant interest.
  We should use the Website as a
window for promoting EY&DA groups
to the public, other walking organisa-
tions and outside bodies to stimulate
new membership.
  EY&DA members can use it as a one
stop shop for information in respect of
walks, events, diary items, current
news, features, photographs and ar-
chived materials etc.
  Major challenges for this coming year
are encouraging groups to contribute
items for the website and importantly,
to get members to use the Website as
a matter of routine. Please try it:-
www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk .

19

  During the year, a working party of
the committee updated the leaflet for
the High Hunsley Circuit, a route de-
vised by the late Dennis Parker.  The
new leaflet was printed and widely
distributed in March.   Further copies
are available from Rambles Secretary
David Court, courtdvd@fsmail.net.
  As part of our effort to improve
communication, engagement and
participation, our membership secre-
tary gives details of the Beverley

Ramblers Yahoo Group to new mem-
bers.   This enables them to contact
other members of the group for a lift
or information regarding start points
etc.  We also advertise some of our
walks as “New Members’ Walks”
when new members are particularly
encouraged to join us for a walk and
to socialise with us at a café or pub
afterwards.

Colin Mullender,
  retiring Beverley Group chair.

  I’m writing this report as outgoing
Chair of GYBO, having spent a thor-
oughly enjoyable 3 years in the role.
2012 was another very successful
year for the group which this year
celebrated its tenth anniversary. I am
also delighted to announce the arriv-
al of our 100th member to the group.

  We have enjoyed a very strong
calendar of walks again, with a good
mix of new routes and old favourites.
A quick glance back through the
calendar shows a diverse mix of walk
destinations with amongst others;
Rosebery Topping, Flamborough,
Hebden Bridge, Muker, Pickering and
of course, Thixendale. It has been
fantastic to see some of our newer
members come forward to lead walks
too. Keep up the good work!

  We have also enjoyed some great
weekends away, this year heading to
Aviemore for our traditional Scottish
Easter break, and then in summer to
Buttermere and Wooler. All very well
received by the group, and much fun
had whether walking or drinking!

  For our long distance walk this year
we chose the Wolds Way which rath-
er aptly celebrated its own 30th birth-
day, and was also one of the first
long distance walks the group at-
tempted back in 2004.

  Thanks to our social secretaries
Louise Corson and Dave Stather, the
group has had probably its busiest
year socially with lots of stimulating,
interesting and fun activities. To
name a few, the group has enjoyed
a trip to the panto, a treasure hunt,
a brewery tour and a fun afternoon
at the Forbidden Corner.

  Thank you also to Elisabeth Attl-
mayr and Lee Walder for putting on
so many Hull events and activities
and really helping to look after our
East Yorkshire members.

  I have been fortunate over the last
3 years, to be supported by a won-
derful committee who have all been
dedicated to the group’s success and
have put in many hours behind

 GYBO - the EY&D Area Young Peoples’ Group
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East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers Area
Group Reports

 Beverley Group

  This has been a very successful year
for the group which now numbers 335
members, a slight increase since last
year.  This figure does not yet include
those former members of Driffield
Group who will eventually be allocated
to us.
  We provide a good mix of walks.
Most are 8-10 miles, but we also in-
clude a number of half-day Sunday
walks as well as a programme of sum-
mer evening walks.  Our publicity sec-
retaries continue to publicise our walks
on flyers listing each month’s walks.
These are distributed to outdoor
shops, tourist information centres, li-
braries and leisure centres.
  Publicity events have included a stall
in the market in Beverley in April, and
also a presence at Driffield Show in
July and at the Beverley Apple Fest at
the Millennium Orchard in October.  A
pleasing amount of passing interest
was shown and various leaflets were
handed out.  Committee members
were also involved in planning and
leading walks for the “Walkabout Bev-
erley” weekend in September which
celebrated Beverley becoming a

town.
  Social events included a Christmas
lunch and an enjoyable Asian-themed
evening meal prepared and served by
students of Beverley College.  Our
programme also included some pub
lunch walks and our post-ramble tea

shop visits have become something of
an institution.
  The coach ramble in May to Pately
Bridge was very successful with 48
participants, well up on previous years,
and necessitating a larger coach than
usual.  The day was dry and bright,
and the cost was a very reasonable
£13.  Plans are under way for next
year’s coach ramble on 19th May,
which will be based on Hawes in Wens-
leydale.
  Our Footpath Secretary, Pauline Hak-
eney, has attended regular meetings
throughout the year with Mike Jack-
son, Area Footpath Secretary, and oth-
er Area footpath workers.  In May she
organised a well-attended meeting for
Beverley Group volunteers willing to
act as Footpath Guardians.  A number
of members undertook to survey public
rights of way in parishes covered by
the Beverley Group area.    Where
there are problems, these are being
reported to the Countryside Access
team at ERYC.  Patrick Wharam, Coun-
tryside Access Manager, gave an ex-
cellent talk at our recent AGM.
  Due to Beverley group recently hav-
ing taken on some of the parishes
previously covered by the Driffield
group there is now an increased
number of public rights of way to be
surveyed.  A small start has been made
but as yet most do not have Footpath
Guardians assigned to them.
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Financial Year
ending 30 September 2012

  The Area agreed a budget of £11100
with Central Office (CO) comprising an
allocation of £8850 from CO, £2000
from the Area reserves and £250 from
anticipated Area generated income
such as sales and donations.
  The Area contribution of £2000 was
earmarked to cover the cost of one of
the Walks Programmes, a grant to
Beverley Group to help towards the
cost of producing and publishing a
High Hunsley Circuit Walk Booklet and
further expenses with work associated
with the Coastal Access survey.

  For the year ending 30 September,
the Area’s overall spend was
£9040.94.  Area News costs at
£4577.16 was the highest single ex-
penditure but that figure included the
print cost for the Annual Report and
was inflated by the September 2011
Newsletter print cost which was not
brought to account in the previous
year.
  The Area agreed to buy a further
supply of Minster Way Badges at a
cost of £259.20.  The CO allocation
included a total of £1975 for the
Groups of which only £1484 was re-
quested by them during the year.
Other costs were in line with expecta-
tions but very little was actually spent

on the Coastal Access Survey work
this year.

  The total income received by the
Area amounted to £9588.33 including
the CO allocation.  Publication sales of
£579 were more than anticipated with
Minster Way sales providing the larg-
est contribution.  A further £39.11
came from Driffield Group following
their closure.

  At year end the closing balance in
the Area Account is £9354.55 (this is
the Area reserve figure) having start-
ed the year at £8807.16.  The income
and expenditure figures together pro-
duced a surplus of £547.39 further
increasing the Area reserve.
  The current CO recommendation is
that at year end Areas should have a
reserve of 60% (+ or- 20%) of annual
expenditure.  For the next financial
year the Area agreed with CO to con-
tribute £3500 from the 2011/12 re-
serve of £9354.55.
  This means that the reserve percent-
age at 2011/12 year end is 70.6%.
There is no cash in hand, loans or
investments.

  Finally the Area would also like to
thank Emily Hunt for her independent
examination of the Area accounts.

George Malcolm
Area Treasurer

 Treasurer’s Report
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Ramblers Association - East Yorkshire and Derwent Area
Accounts for period to 30 September 2012

    £ £  £ £
Receipts 2012 2011
Funding from CO   8,850.00  9000
From Driffield Group       39.11
CO recruitment initiative        240
Donations and Sundry items      90.09      71
Bank Interest (Unity Bank)      10.08        8
Publications/Badges sales    579.05    496
AGM Raffle           61
Advertising        20.00
Repurchase of RA Service Ltd shares       0.00    231

9,588.33          10,107
Expenditure
Walks Programmes      717.72    750
Newsletters and Publicity
Area News         4577.16   3497
Publicity           353.53       269
Membership Secretary    97.52  5028.21   150 3916

Publication/Goods costs
Minster Way badges      259.20

Campaigns and Casework
Rights of Way           385.70   357
Access             16.19       64
Coastal Access            46.09    571
Countryside 152.95   600.93   19 1011

Grants to Groups    1484.00  1018

Meetings (including AGM)
Meetings   406.07   356
General Council Observers 275.60    681.67 241   597

Admin
Subscriptions/donations    40.00   80
Admin Costs 229.21   269.21 46   126

       TOTAL EXPENDITURE 9,040.94  7,418
  MOVEMENT IN FUNDS +[-] 547.39  2,688
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RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION
- EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA
STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS at 30 SEPTEMBER 2012

2012 2011
£ £

Fixed Assets - Written Down Value 0  0

Total Net Book Value a 0  0
(In accordance with RA Policy, only items costing over £5,000 need
capitalising and shown as Fixed Assets.
The Area owns display boards,lap top computer, flag and gazebo costing
lless than this value.

Current Assets

Balance at Unity Bank   9,354  8,807
Total Current Assets   9,354  8,807

Accumulated Fund
At 1 October 2011   8,807  6,343
Excess of Income over payments    547  2,464
     9,354  8,807

The above reflects the position on a receipts and payment basis.

Having carried out procedures in accordance with the Area and Group
Independent examination guidelines, I consider the East Riding and
Derwent  Area accounts to have been properly prepared and give a true
and fair view of the Area's finances for the year to 30 September 2012.

Signed EA Hunt
 Date 30/11/2012
 Name Emily Hunt


