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Memories of Tom Halstead - from
fellow York group members.
Tom has now moved to the Midlands, and he
will be greatly missed in Yorkshire, after his

enormous contributions over the years.

As part of the Open Access team, Tom was involved in carrying out many
field visits, and accompanying planning Inspectors on behalf of DEFRA on
appeal visits. On one visit, the landowner drove his Land Rover in a hair-raising
manner up and down the hillsides, avoiding any tracks.  Tom decided it was like
a roller coaster - better than Alton Towers.  We also have Tom's excellent book
of Open Access walks, which one of our group members declared was the best
walking guide book he ever had.

As Access officer, Tom has done an impressive amount of work with the
Coastal path access scheme, most recently with his detailed report for Natural
England on the route from Ravenscar to the Humber Bridge.  A group of us
enjoyed being extras with the filming of the Inside Out programme about the
Coastal path, when Tom was the star of the show, leading us on the shortest
Ramblers' walk ever, as we retraced our steps for another 'take', before he was
interviewed for the programme.

Tom was a patient chairman of the York group committee for many years,
and a dedicated and enthusiastic volunteer for the York Group. He and Di were
great walking companions.

The York website was Tom's pride and joy.  He put so much effort into
ensuring we had a wealth of information about past and future walks, as well
as everything else concerning the group.

Tom showed what a great organiser he is when he undertook the task of
deploying the volunteers for General Council at York University in 2016.  It was
meticulously planned, we were told exactly what we had to do, and consequently
everything ran like clockwork, and we enjoyed being part of the event. Tom
was thanked and congratulated by the Ramblers' chairman for his efforts.

Tom's walks were frequently an adventure - 'I know exactly where we are.' 'Yes
Tom, but do you know where we're going?'. We had memorable treks on his



beloved Open Access heather moors, and the ascent of the drystone wall on
Pen Hill will never be forgotten.

There are fond memories of Tom and Di at Derwentbank, where he is
remembered having great fun playing table tennis.  Fortunately, we shall be
seeing Tom and Di at HF later this year, when we can continue to reminisce and
enjoy some more walks together.

Some posts now filled!
After the plea for volunteers at the AGM and in the last Newsletter, we now
have a new Publicity Secretary, Viv Taylor, who brings professional skills to the
task, a new Website Manager, Stephen Sanger, with excellent timing as Tom
Halstead has now left us. Vivien Irish will be Minutes Secretary.

While this is encouraging, we still need a Membership Secretary, because
Marilyn Skelton wishes to resign.  If you would like to know what the post
involves, please contact Marilyn on marilynskelton6@gmail.com.  Also we are
still searching for someone to work with David Nunns to learn the full scope of
activities as Footpath Secretary before David retires, after a very impressive
length of service, in the foreseeable future.

Parish Paths Appeal - We have had a magnificent response to the appeal for
help.  Out of 89 parishes, only 16 have not yet been adopted!  Do please
volunteer to adopt one of the remaining thirteen.  It is not an onerous task, you
need to walk the paths in your patch only once a year, and report any problems
you find to the council. Training is available together with a guide and a map
showing your parish boundary.  If you are interested, please contact me at
lynn@croskin.myzen.co.uk.

For current helpers, please complete your surveys by the end of June.

Lynn Croskin

Book Review

I would like to recommend the book 'A Philosophy of Walking' by Frederic Gros.

It is an interesting book and very easy to read. As it says on the cover it 'is an
entertaining and insightful manifesto for putting one foot in front of the other'.
Just what we need when friends and family want to know why we spend so
much time out walking and not doing something more productive. Gros writes
of philosophers and thinkers who saw walking as something central in their
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life. They all walked for different reasons, Rimbaud in fury, Nerval to cure his
melancholy, Rousseau to think while Nietzsche walked in order to write. Kant
however marched through his hometown every day, exactly at the same hour,
to escape the compulsion of thought.  Avis Strudwick

'It is only ideas gained from walking that have any worth.' Nietzsche

'Sit as little as possible; do not believe any idea that was not born in the open
air and of free movement - in which the muscles do not also revel.'  Nietzsche

Other News
Early News of the Autumn Coach Ramble – This will be to Uppermill near
Oldham on Sunday 14 October, with pick-ups reverting to the former, slightly
later times.

Uppermill is one of the villages that make up the Saddleworth area in the
Metropolitan Borough of Oldham. Historically it was in the West Riding of
Yorkshire, and there are many people living in Saddleworth who want the area
returned to Yorkshire. It lies on the River Tame in a valley amongst the South
Pennines, 4.5 miles east of Oldham. It is a mainly moorland area with a rich
industrial history. The map to use for Uppermill is OS Map OL 1, Dark Peak Area.

There will be the usual 3 walks, the routes of which are still to be decided, but
all will end in Uppermill where there are public houses and tea rooms to
refresh ourselves after the walk. All of the walks will be linear and are most
likely to start from, or near, Marsden. The coach journey will be 1hour
30minutes, or less, each way.

More information will be available on the May coach ramble.

May Coach Ramble, Sunday 20 May – Rothbury in Northumberland is further
than we usually go, so we will have to set off a little earlier, but it will be worth
it. The day will be subsidised, so the price is held at £11. In addition to the usual
three walks, there is the option of visiting Cragside, the National Trust house
which used to be the home of Lord Armstrong, the Victorian industrialist and
innovator. The house retains its Tudor Revival architecture by Norman Shaw,
and its owner installed many domestic innovations, including the first
hydroelectric driven lighting, and an early dishwasher. There are extensive and
interesting gardens, so people could spend the day here, with drop-off and
pick-up arranged. To help your decision, the admission to Cragside for non-
members of National Trust is £17.    Lynn Croskin, lynn@croskin.myzen.co.uk.
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YORK GROUP COACH RAMBLE
Sunday 20 May 2018 to Rothbury, Northumberland. There will be three
walks, 12 miles, 10 miles and 8 miles. The coach will pick up at the earlier
times of:

07:45 Hospital Fields Road (join coach at Ingleby’s Depot at the end of the
road, on-street parking)

07:55 Memorial Gardens
08:10 BP garage, Great North Way near the A1237 Nether Poppleton

roundabout.

BOOKING: Cost £11 per person

There are two ways of booking your seat:-

1. Download the booking form from the York Ramblers website, or use the
form below. Cheques should be made payable to Ramblers Association, but
please note that they will not be cashed until after the ramble.  Please post the
completed form and cheque to:

Lynn Croskin, 18 Beech Court, Pocklington, York YO42 2NE.

2. Alternatively you can pay directly into our bank account at:  Sort code
608301,  Account no. 20129521, please use your surname as a reference and
email all the details that go on your form to lynn@croskin.myzen.co.uk

Please assume that your seat is booked unless you are told otherwise. If you
cancel within the 36 hours before the event and we can fill the seat, a refund
will be sent to your Bank.

Sunday 20 May 2018      COACH RAMBLE BOOKING FORM

Name(s) .................................................................

Pick-up at ..............................................................

Cheque for £.......................................................... enclosed

Email ......................................................................

Or telephone .........................................................

I/we would like to visit Cragside     Yes/No

Although you can make your final choice of walk on the coach, it would
help the leaders if you would indicate which walk you are likely to join.


