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Walks Programme 

The York Group organises 4 walks programmes: 

Tuesday Walks – Marilyn Skelton 

Wednesday Ambles (6-8miles) – Judith Tosh 

Wednesday Rambles 9-11miles) – Steve Hoather 

Public Transport Walks (YPT) – Avis Strudwick 

Numbers attending each walk continue to be good. The numbers attending do tend to reflect the weather 

conditions and the time of year. Many of you continue to lead and walk with the other East Yorkshire 

groups. This has to be encouraged as it gives an even wider choice of walks. The Wednesday walkers, in 

particular, have had a number of visitors from other parts of the UK join them. The visitors having found 

details of the walk, the starting point and time, from the York Ramblers website. If any York Ramblers walk 

with other groups in the UK, if they could let me have a short report on their experience, I am sure our 

members would be interested to hear about it. 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

Ramblers and the Environment 

Mike Willis volunteered for this post a year ago but has had to step down due to personal reasons. 

In that time he has defined the role that his successor will need to address. His successor, Stephen 

Sanger, was duly elected at the AGM in November. 

Stephen will have a busy time as the City of York Draft Plan begins to take shape. The first stage being an 

introductory draft of broad aspirational/strategic statements for public consultation. The plan, so far, only 

comprising of headline statements with the serious stuff still to come. 

Mike also joined an Area Panel which looks at and comments on significant planning applications affecting 

our interests. So far, all the proposals have been outside the York Group’s area. 

We thank Mike for the work he has done on our behalf and hope that Stephen Sanger enjoys the role he 

has taken on.  

************************************************************************************************************************** 

FOOTPATH NEWS 

A new permissive bridleway is in the process of being created by the North York Moors National Park at 

Newgate Bank. Walks quite often start at the carpark SE615845, and you may already have used the 

bridleway which goes down the bank to the north, passing the viewing platform, and connecting with the 

track which parallels the top of the escarpment and connects the B1257 with the Carlton road near 

Cowhouse Bank. 

It is already possible to walk west on the lower track, then down the hill on the road to take the track 

towards Fair Hill Farm, from SE567896, but the new bridleway will go parallel to the road to a point just 

north of the Fair Hill track, thus making the road walk section very short indeed. 

This is due to open soon and will be much safer and pleasanter than the route going straight up the hill 

from Fair Hill Farm to SE565893. (Thanks to Vera for this information) 
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OTHER FOOTPATH NEWS 

 

David Nunns reports that the creation of a reasonable Definitive map for the City is still making slow 

progress due to lack of finance. It has taken 3 years to add 40 more paths to the Map this year. York still 

have a long way to go, not having looked at more contentious claims, or resolving those which have 

received objections. David reports that on the plus side, the path by Osbaldwick Link Road has been re-

instated, a successful diversion around the Velodrome, diversion of path from New Earswick to form a 

better link to the path alongside the Outer Ring Road and a new bridge over the railway, the Kexby 

riverside path has had all but I stile replaced by gates, and a bridleway has been created over Harewood 

Whin, from Rufforth to Knapton. 

North Yorkshire has had a year of reorganisation of Countryside Services. Work done includes new bridges 

at Youlton and Yearsley, upgrading the Trans-Pennine Trail at Barlby to Bridleway status and other 

improvements, Selby Railway bridge refurbishment completed on time. 

David and the Footpaths Committee continue to investigate path diversions, planning applications and all 

matters affecting PROW on our behalf. If you are interested in helping survey footpaths in our area or to 

join the Committee, David would be pleased to hear from you. 

 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

North Yorkshire Local Access Forum (LAF) 

 

Having been inducted into this body in December and joining Tom Halstead who has been a member for 

several years, I now feel in a position to report back to you on what its duties are. The LAF meets at County 

Hall, Northallerton about 4 times a year and its purpose is “to contribute to the development and 

preparation of advice and guidance given to the County Council, and to engage with, and influence, other 

organisations and bodies on issues relating to the improvement of lawful public access to the land, for the 

purpose of open-air recreation; and on other matters relating to the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 

2000 as required”. 

We were given a 1 hour long training session for all members before the main meeting, which is open to 

the public, began. After the formalities Andrew Bainbridge of NYCC gave a report on the Local Transport 

Plan which sets out plans and strategies for maintaining and improving all aspects of the local transport 

system over a set period of time. This includes a section on PROW and walking and cycling. 

The next item was advice about current consultation on the Scarborough Borough Council Local Plan and 

an invite for a response from the LAF. 

Rachel Pillar of NYCC gave a report on the minerals and Waste joint Plan for NYCC, City of York and North 

York Moors NP Authority.  

Ian Kelly of NYCC then informed members of the current state of NYCC’s Countryside Review. 

More information about each of these items can be found at www.northyorks.gov.uk 

 

 

THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS DUE TO BE PUBLISHED IN MARCH 2016. PLEASE LET ME 

HAVE ANY NEWS, VIEWS OR INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION BY THE MIDDLE OF 

FEBRUARY. 

Dave Gibson 

08/12/2015 
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