
Path Issues with owners' responsibility 

We came to live in Ryedale some 7 years ago and became quickly dismayed at the 
state of rights of way  throughout the major part  of the District for which the County 
Council had responsibility.  

After many complaints over several years to the County Council and very little 
resulting action our frustrations were mounting.  It was a surprise then when in early 
summer this year we were offered a meeting to discuss our concerns with 2 senior 
officers with responsibility for the rights of way service.  Both officers were refreshingly 
frank about the poor performance of the service in Ryedale and stated a willingness to 
achieve improvements.   A major problem in Ryedale was seen to be path obstructions 
and other deterrents to legal use which were the responsibility of landowners.  Such 
problems include paths illegally obstructed by hedges and fences, locked gates and 
blocked stiles, crop and ploughing obstructions , the presence of dangerous livestock 
and misleading notices.  It was agreed that such problems could be addressed at little 
cost to the Council and that a continuing programme of action would achieve a more 
widespread respect for legal responsibilities.  

Problems must however be reported (in as accurate and detailed manner as possible) 
and  pressure maintained to ensure that good intentions are followed by action.  Do 
remember as well, that if illegal, obstruction problems are not attended too, we do 
ourselves have powers to compel action.  The Countryside and Rights of Way 
(CROW) Act 2000 gave us the the power to serve notice on Highway Authorities to act 
upon reported obstructions.  Those powers are now incorporated within the Highways 
Act 1980 under section 130A.  A 130A notice form (Form 1) can be downloaded from 
the Ramblers website and is quite straightforward.  It is of course true that a public 
right of way cannot be extinguished other than by legal means, but if legitimate use is  
denied or deterred then our rights can be made worthless.
Clive Crossley
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Annual General Meeting - 26th November 2017

All members are invited to the Annual General Meeting of the 
Ryedale Ramblers Group which will be held at 2.00pm on 
Sunday 26th November 2017 at The Institute, Thornton-le-Dale.

There will be a 7 mile walk before the meeting.

Gillian Madge Zewde. 1943 – 2017

It is with great sadness that the committee report the death of Gillian Zewde who 
passed away on the 7th May 2017.  Gillian had been living with breast cancer for 
the past 2 years. Gillian moved to Pockley near Helmsley in 2008 and soon 
became involved with the Ramblers. She became a member of the Ryedale 
Committee in 2014 and in early 2015 agreed to take on the demanding task of 
Footpath Secretary.

She was fully committed to improving our footpath network and helped with 
surveying many Parishes for the Ryedale Survey, in addition to the demands of her 
role as Footpath Secretary.

She will be sadly missed.

Sunday 17th December 2017
There will be a walk starting at 10.00am of 8 miles from 
Welburn Village Hall followed by mince pies - all welcome.



Ryedale Committee
Chairman, Treasurer & Walks Secretary: Terry Strickland - 
terrystrickland717@gmail.com
Secretary: Jane Preston - parkland@talktalk.net
Footpath Secretary: To be confirmed at the A.G.M.
Membership Secretary: Anne Laing - maggieann16@live.co.uk
Social Secretary: Pat Donnor - patdonnor@talktalk.net
Publicity: George Donnor 
Footpath Survey: John Harland - j.harland400@btinternet.com
Clive Crossley - cac2305@gmail.com

Could you help keep an eye on paths in one or more Ryedale 
parishes?
As a Group, we have been looking at ways we could develop our Surveys of 
Ryedale PROWs (public rights of way) from a series of time-constrained snapshots 
to something more continuous, ongoing and enduring. These deliberations have 
been given added impetus by a realisation that the repeated reporting of PROW 
issues to the NYCC is more likely to be effect than one-off reporting (by which they 
become ‘historic issues’ that are essentially forgotten about). To tackle these 
limitations, we would like to try and adopt an idea that is being used by other 
Groups: Parish PROW Monitors. 

For us, a Parish PROW Monitor would take on three main tasks:

1) keep an eye on the PROWs in a parish and report any issues to the NYCC 
(repeatedly if necessary);

2) help and liaise with the Group’s Footpath’s Secretary when issues (such as 
diversion applications) arise – for example, in providing local knowledge and 
walking preferences; and

3) as and when necessary, provide information to the local parish council.

Help and advice on carrying out these tasks could be provided by your local Group, 
as well as the Ramblers National Office. If you would be interested in trying out this 
role, we’d very much like to hear from you. (Ultimately, our aim is to cover all 
parishes in Ryedale!) Please could you get in touch with John Harland at 
j.harland400@btinternet.com

Some successes with the Rural Payments Agency?

In March 2016, we reported eight examples of obstructed paths to the Rural 
Payments Agency, the body responsible for distributing funding to farmers under 
the EU’s Basic Payment Scheme. All of the blockages were in Ryedale parishes. 
A year after, there were no signs of any improvements, but in May of this year we 
heard from the NYCC Path Team that the RPA payments to a farmer responsible 
for two of the reported obstructions had been reduced and that, as a result, the 
farmer was eager to resolve the issues. Another problem submitted to the RPA 
concerned a cross-path obstruction that had been reported to NYCC several 
times (with no effect) over the last ten years. However, a couple of weeks ago we 
found that the obstructions had been removed and a stile had been installed. It’s 
not clear whether this had anything to do with our RPA reports, but it may well 
have done. Overall, these developments are encouraging and your Committee 
has been active in trying to ensure that cross-compliance, which requires 
recipients of the subsidies to keep public rights of way open and accessible, is a 
significant element of the post-Brexit agricultural payments scheme.

New Year Lunch 

As has become the tradition over the years a lunch will be 
organised at the Forest and Vale Hotel, Pickering on Sunday 7th 
January 2018.

Menus and further details were not available in time to be 
included in this newsletter.  If you would like to join us please 
send you email address, or contact details, to:

Pat Donnor 2 Roxby Road, Thornton-le-Dale, Pickering YO18 7SX.
Any queries, please phone Pat on 01751 474667 or email Pat at 
patrambling@talktalk.net
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New Year Lunch
A date for your diary - Sunday 7th January 2018 at the Forest and Vale 
Hotel, Pickering.


