
View from the Chair
A big thank you to all those who have contributed to the new walks
programme which you will now have received - especially to those
who are leading a walk for the first time.  Thanks also to Tony
Corrigan who has devised a way in which walkers’ emergency
details can be carried securely and confidentially but can be quickly
found if required on a walk - (see page 3).  Area Council
recommends that this system be adopted by all groups.

We are grateful to Andrew Brownlie who stepped up during the
year to take on the role of Acting Publicity Officer and to Marilyn
Skelton who was co-opted as Acting Membership Secretary.  Tiff
Greenall gallantly volunteered her services as Minutes Secretary,
but sadly, Alison Hales will be stepping down as Area Secretary in
January due to other commitments.

At our special general meeting in May, a revised area constitution
and standing orders were approved - the main change being that
the number of voting delegates each group may send to Area
Council has been reduced from three to two.

Future concerns
The area will need to keep a close eye on developments following
the opening in July of the bidding process for companies seeking
licences to explore for onshore oil and gas in large areas of the
country including the whole of East Yorkshire.

A number of test sites have already been set up in our area
including Crawberry Hill (near Walkington), West Newton (near
Skirlaugh) and Kirby Misperton (between Malton and Pickering).
Depending on the results of testing, there is a likelihood that
hydraulic fracturing (fracking) may be used to extract gas/oil using
very large volumes of water and potentially hazardous chemicals,
a process which has been banned in a number of European
countries and U.S. States.

Readers may be aware that the process was found to have caused
seismic events in the Blackpool area, but after a two year
moratorium, drilling has resumed in Lancashire, leading to
plummeting house prices in the affected areas.

As Ramblers, our main concern will be the potential proliferation of
industrial sites in our predominantly rural area and the presence of
convoys of very large vehicles on narrow country roads.  Ramblers
Central Office has commented as follows:

“We are concerned about the potential impacts of onshore
shale gas exploration and exploitation, both on access to
the places we walk and on the beauty of the wider
countryside. We will oppose such operations where we
believe these impacts to be unacceptable.”

Some readers may think that the potential risks of air pollution
from gas flares , contamination of  soil and water and the threat to
wildlife are a price worth paying for potential new energy reserves
and are perhaps confident that strict regulations will minimise any
harm to our health, farming livelihoods, landscape and property
values.  Others may question the need to produce  even more
fossil fuels.    Please let us know  your views.

Dany Wlodarczyk     Area Chair

Photo left to right: Ken Walker, Alan Clark, statue of Mr Midgley
(foreman at Wold House Farm for many years) and  birthday boy Bob
Marsham Photo courtesy of Marilyn Skelton
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Eric Smith has kindly volunteered to take over the running
of the area camping weekend from Friday October 3rd to
Monday October 6th, at the campsite of the Jet Miners Inn,
Great Broughton, on the northern fringe of the North York
Moors NP.  Eric writes:
Anyone is welcome to attend.  Tent campers like  myself can be
joined by caravanners, B&B users and possibly day-visitors.

There will be a led walk each day. The Saturday and the Sunday
walks will be around 10 miles, starting about 09.30. An early-bird
afternoon walk and a late-stayer morning walk of around 4 to 5
miles will be organized on the Friday and Monday.

The eating arrangements could follow the customary agenda of
cooking for oneself on one evening and eating at the local pub the
next. Social visits to the pub are not ruled out. Attendees can, of
course, choose to join a walk or not as they feel inclined and to do
whatever suits them for eating/socializing arrangements.

Would anyone considering joining the camp, or wanting
further information, please contact me as soon as possible
at eric.ericsmith69@hotmail.co.uk or by telephone on
01904 609163.

I would hope to confirm final numbers about a week before the
due date.

Area Camping Weekend

York Ambler may be a Record-breaker!
On Wednesday 20th August thirty-two Amblers and Ramblers met
at Fridaythorpe Pond for a seven mile walk led by Bob Marsham.
This may not seem newsworthy. However, it was a day for
celebrating: celebrating Bob’s 94th birthday and the fact that he still
feels enthusiastic enough about walking to lead a walk.
The last time his birthday fell on a Wednesday was on his 88th,
when he also led a walk.  He says his 100th  will again fall on a
Wednesday, so watch this space!  Full story and more pictures in
the York Group newsletter and on the area website:
www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk

  Marilyn Skelton

Area AGM  2pm  Saturday, 24th January
 St Clement’s Hall, Nunthorpe Rd, York

Area Councils: Tues, 7th October and Tues,
2nd December at Wetwang Village Hall



hazardous chemicals, including
hydrochloric acid, is more than a blot on
the landscape.  The continuous noise from
the machines and generators
reverberates across the fields and down
to the wetlands.  The run-off ditch, with
possible contamination, has overflowed
into the Lambwath Stream.

As evening falls the floodlights come on,
all six of them, and the generators
continue to thunder throughout the night.
The deer no longer run through the
adjacent fields, the barn owls and bats
have stopped flying; the noise and light
have long since frightened them away.
Even if you turn your back on this
industrial abhorrence to watch the sunset
over the pea field you cannot escape the
relentless pounding of the generator and
the light flooding the night sky and
blocking out the stars.

The environmental impact on the nature
and wildlife of the above-ground activity
alone is too high a price to pay for man’s
greed and dash for gas.

Louise Castro
 Hull and Holderness Group

Come walk with me down Pipers Lane…
Hydraulic fracturing and on-shore
drilling are emotive subjects; whichever
side of the fence you sit.  Arguments
rage on both sides and, with an ever
increasing urgency placed by
government on the race to start full-scale
production,  the escalating industriali-
sation of our beautiful countryside is
becoming a heartbreaking and brutal
reality.

But what has this to do with rambling and
walkers?

People ramble and walk for a myriad of
reasons; they enjoy the outdoors, the
peace and quiet of the countryside, the
beautiful views and landscapes and the
freedom to be away, just for a while, from
the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life.

Take then a gentle afternoon walk with
me down Pipers Lane, Marton across the
pea field, past the ancient hedgerows with
their abundance of wild life, to the gently
flowing Lambwath Stream and then down
to the wetlands and Site of Special
Scientific Interest to watch the many
indigenous and migratory species of birds
that gather there.  Enjoy the beauty and
quiet before we complete the circular walk
through the fields where the deer roam
and then up the lane, stopping as dusk
falls to watch the breathtaking, majestic
beauty of the barn owls flying over the
peas with the setting sun slowly lighting
up the horizon.  There is no light pollution,
no noise, just nature and man working in

harmony as they have done for centuries
across this part of the country.

February 2014 changed this for ever.

Rathlin Energy (UK) Limited were granted
a licence to search for oil and natural gas
that covers an area north of the Humber
from west of Beverley to the North Sea in
the east.  Their licence area covers
241,000 acres of some of the most
unspoilt countryside in the United
Kingdom.  Currently Rathlin are
undertaking the second stage of their

testing programme having previously
drilled over 3,100 metres into the
Bowland Shale.  The impact below ground
is immeasurable; the impact above
ground is measurable and real.

Now take a walk with me down Pipers
Lane.  The compound, with its machinery,
cranes, drill rig and tankers full of
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Permissive Route at Sancton
Thanks to Gillian and Phil Bullock for
leading a delightful five mile evening walk
using some permissive paths near Sancton.

From the village, take the bridleway almost
opposite the church.  This bears right and
passes through a grassy wildlife area.
Continue along the track passing under a
row of overhead wires (pylons).

Before reaching a second set of overhad
wires, a metal kissing gate (2) indicated by
a sturdy fingerpost leads into an access
area on the right.  Bear left and make your
way up the hillside to reach a three-way
path junction just below overhead wires.

The route continues in a southerly direction
just to the west  of the farm (3), across the
road, then along a field edge.  Bear left
before heading down through a small wood
to turn left onto the footpath (4) coming up
from Syke House Farm.

At Gare Gate, (5) turn left onto the Wolds
Way, then continue up to Arras Wold (6)
and turn left along the valley to rejoin the
outward route.   Walkers are encouraged to
park by the Sancton Methodist Church, SE
900 394.   DCW
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Exploratory drilling site at West Newton
Could similar installations proliferate across
our area?     Photo: DCW

Area Mailshots
If you would prefer to receive mailshots

electronically (i.e. Area News, your Group
Newsletter, the Annual Report and the

Rambles Programmes) please inform the
Membership Secretary by emailing
areamembers@hotmail.co.uk



“… nor any drop to drink” .   So goes
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.
Water.  We take it for granted, and
we're lucky enough to live in an area of
good quality water thanks to the huge
natural reservoir underneath the whole
of our beautiful East Yorkshire.  And
our local Water Authority works to
keep it that way.
We don't have to extol to you the
attractions of the East Riding, we walk it,
explore it, we know it well.  We want to
show it off to those not so lucky as we are.
Even our Councils are working to promote
this unspoilt rural landscape for leisure and
tourism.

How shocking, then, to learn that our
elected representatives have agreed
(without consulting us) to allow
exploratory drilling for Shale Gas which, if
successful, will require a process known as
Hydraulic Fracturing to extract it.

Apparently, not only do we have a huge
source of lovely water in this area.  Three
kilometres beneath us we have lots of
lovely Bowland Shale and lots of lovely

Gas, which the Energy Companies (with
helpful tax breaks from HM Government)
would love to get their hands on!

Risk of contamination
Our aquifer is the second most important
chalk aquifer in the country, supplying
water to over half a million people and to
the extensive agriculture in the county.
Any drilling to access the Bowland Shale
has to pass through this water-bearing
rock, with the attendant risk of
contamination from toxic fracking fluids,
either from failure of well casing or from
leakage through fissures in the rock layer.

By the time you read this,Third Energy ,
operating at Ebberston Moor on the
North York Moors, may have already
received permission to dispose of a
vast amount of potentially radioactive
waste water used in the drilling process
simply by pumping it back into the
rock, the cheapest option, much to the
concern of Yorkshire Water. In
submissions to the Environment
Agency, the water company said that
water re-injection may directly affect “their
asset" (our drinking water).

Risk of drought
We live in a region of  medium risk of
drought. The requirement of 2-4 million
gallons of water per well will undermine
our water security even further as it
seriously reduces the reserves in the
aquifer which can only be replenished by
rainfall.

So enjoy the countryside while you may
and think of that clean water.  Test wells
are the 'thin end of the wedge'  If the
Government and the companies concerned
have their way, it will mean the
industrialisation of the East Yorkshire
landscape.  Forget about 'sustainable

“Water, water everywhere.. .”

Local residents turn out for a protest walk in
the countryside near the West Newton test
drilling site.  Photo: DCW

Local villagers  greet  cyclists taking part in
the “Tour de Frack”at the West Newton
drilling site prior to a protest march in Hull
on Saturday, 23rd August.

For more information on this topic see:
www.frackfreeeastyorkshire.com/water/

www.frackfreeryedale.org
www.frackfreenorthyorkshire

www.frackfreeyork.com
 www.drillordrop.com

energy'; if this goes ahead the threat to
our water is very real.  It is too high a price
to pay for so called 'energy security'.

The only beneficiaries will be the
multinational energy companies. They
don't see the lovely rolling landscape that
lifts the soul, nor the wide variety of
wildlife. Their hearts don't swell with pride
when they view the amazing colourful
patchwork of our landscape so beautifully
captured on canvas by David Hockney.

They only see MONEY – How sad!

Of course, you can always join us on “frack
free East Yorkshire”.  There is power in
numbers!  And the truth is you can't drink
gas and oil or irrigate the crops with it.

Liz and Pete Reid        Pocklington Group

any pre-existing medical condition,
allergies, medical information and details
of emergency contacts could help those
providing assistance including para-
medics.

During the past year, a number of  plastic
canisters provided by the  Lions Club and
known as the “Message in a Bottle”
scheme have been distributed to members
of some of our groups.   These canisters
contain a form on which to enter
emergency information.

Examples include: - taking warfarin or
other anti-coagulants: being diabetic:
prone to fainting: reacting to penicillin: a
need for prescribed drugs at a given time:
other allergies, etc.

To indicate that someone is carrying one
of these, ideally, a recognised display tag
should be prominently affixed on their
rucksack outer.

Although rambling is a relatively risk free
pursuit, occasionally an incident, illness or
injury may occur during a walk.

In such circumstances, especially if a
person has fainted, is disorientated etc.,

Combining the Lions Club ‘message in a
bottle’ scheme (a nationally recognised
scheme) with a Ramblers/First Aid key fob
should provide a degree of reassurance.

Groups are therefore making these
canisters and key fobs available to
members .  All members are encouraged
to adopt this practice . Even if you are not
able to get out walking, the canister
scheme is equally useful within the home -
it was in fact designed for home use.

Supplies will be available on walks.
Otherwise, please contact your Group
Secretary or Walks Secretary.

These items are free to members, key fobs
being bought by Groups and canisters
provided free by the Lions Club charity but
donations to your local Lions Club would
be very welcome.

Tony Corrigan
Area Webmaster

Emergency Contact Information



public transport walks ‘for those who have
no car or who prefer to leave it at home’.
These walks have opened up areas of the
Yorkshire and Derbyshire Dales previously
unfamiliar to me. These plus the seasonal
Moorsbus trips kept me in touch with the

great blue yonder. Combining another
interest, cycling, I occasionally packed my
boots in the pannier and rode to meet the
Ramblers for a Sunday walk.

Slag heaps have been landscaped and
smokey chimneys have become scarce. I
feel incredibly lucky to live where I do and
owe that Bridlington lass a vote of thanks.
Rambling has been a wonderful way for an
‘oftcomer’ like myself to get to know the
North. I still feel today as I did forty years
ago, that a day in the hills, in good
company, is a day well spent.

Nigel Emery

This article first appeared in the April
2014 edition of the York Group newsletter,
but as members of most if not all of our
groups will have enjoyed Nigel’s company
on walks, I am delighted to reprint  it here
with his permission.        Editor

Ryedale got off to a flying start with a
small, enthusiastic and dedicated team of
leaders: Secretary Betty Hood, John
Healey (John worked in industry but also
led walks for Waymark until, tragically, he
fell to his death on a scree slope in Italy),
Alan MacDonald (Alan had flown flying
boats for B.O.A.C. on the Southampton
Water to Jo’burg service) and Eddie “Put
me down for 25 next year” Lord.

Some years later Harry Connell took over
the programme and with the help of
some good-natured arm-twisting, greatly
extended the leadership franchise to the
extent that he could say to me one day:
“I’m not leading any walks next year. I’ve
got rid of the lot!”

In 1976 I moved to a new job in York and
immediately joined the well-established
York R.A. Group in which stalwarts
included: Stella Boaden, Liz Smith, Robert
Brock (Robert led several walks using the
now defunct Moorsbus), Martyn Webster,
Bob and Janet Marsham and Walter
Schonbeck. The first walk I led was from
Yearsley. George Wade did the recce with
me. In those days we used to meet below
Lendal Bridge on Sunday mornings
(parking was FREE!) to sort out transport.

In 2002, I had a telephone call from Alan
Clark inviting me to join a quartet of
volunteers working with NYCC
Countryside Ranger David Ottaway. For
the next ten years we cleared overgrown
paths and repaired/replaced ‘footpath
furniture’ – stiles, gates, and – my
favourite- footbridges. We found it very
satisfying to have something substantial
to show for a day’s labour.

From 2005 to 2010 I managed without a
car so bus and railway timetables
assumed a greater importance. About this
time, as luck would have it, Malcolm
Dixon launched a programme of Saturday

Nigel Emery, known to many of us for
his ever-enthusiastic ‘my cup’s always
half full, never half empty’ attitude to
life, has written a summary of his
forty years with Ramblers .
“You  Southerners have the wrong idea
about the North: you think it’s all slag
heaps and smoky chimneys. There’s a lot
more to it than that.”

Thus spake the Bridlington lass with whom
I was working at a primary school in
Zambia back in the early 70’s. Her twin
sister was an Infant teacher in the East
Riding and when I returned to the UK I
received a letter from her advising me of a
vacancy at her school for the following
September......

I recall driving over to Beverley Westwood
for the first time one summer afternoon
and catching my breath as the towers of
St. Mary’s and the Minster came into view.
I moved to Driffield in 1973 but it was
several months before the local Ramblers
appeared on the radar.

The first walk I joined was from Wetwang
and led by Geoff Eastwood. The route
passed right by a farmhouse. The farmer
was not pleased to see us, and told us so.
Geoff’s step never faltered. “Go away
you silly man!” The farmer disappeared
into the house..... to phone the police. A
few minutes later a patrol car slid
alongside and a young bobby wound down
the window. “As long as you’re on the
Right of Way, you’re OK” he told us.

Is it always this dramatic? I wondered. (It’s
never happened again!)

While in Driffield I received a visit from a
fellow from Ramblers’ head office. They
were considering forming a new group in
Ryedale. Would I be able to support them?
Most certainly.

Forty Years On And Still Rambling

Contributions to Area News should be sent to  Dany Wlodarczyk by December 1st 2014
49 Pasture Terrace, Beverley,  HU17 8DR      Email danywlo@yahoo.co.uk

AREA NEWS is printed by ALMA PRINTERS • Exchange Street • Driffield •01377 255278

Driffield Canal Path Area Secretary Vacancy
If you enjoy walking and support the
charitable aims of the RA, would you
consider taking on this post in January?
You would need to be well-organised and
good at administration, computer-literate
and comfortable with word-processing
and email.

The bread and butter of the secretary’s
role is to make sure the Area committee

 is well administered, ensuring that meeting
rooms are booked and papers emailed  to
committee members. There are normally
no more than half a dozen meetings per
year.

Please contact any Area officer if you are
interested in taking on this vital job.

The recently formed Driffield Canal
Partnership arranged for a party of
volunteers from all over the country to clear
a path alongside the canal from Whinhill
Lock to Wansford this summer.  The work
was begun in August with generous funding
from the Inland Waterways Association and
from the Horace Taylor Trust together with
contributions from local bodies.  It is now
almost complete.

The path provides a very welcome
alternative to a long stretch of road walking
on popular circular walks from Driffield such
as the route from River Head via Wansford
and Nafferton.  It is hoped that the path
may eventually continue as far as Brigham.


