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From our Area Chairman Roy Hunt 
Let me start off by thanking Tom Halstead and his team for hosting the Ramblers General Council, our national AGM. 
Everybody I have spoken to rates it as one of the best organised Councils they have attended, and the congratulations 
received from our Chief Executive were well deserved. Well, what else would you expect from Yorkshire and Tom in 
particular. 

General Council itself had its moments; our Chief Executive announced his decision to resign with what I thought was a 
fairly bitter statement.  I have been aware of his frustration for some time, so I was not surprised. 

Council agreed to accept the re-written Articles of Association that are now much more readable and gender neutral.  
Following multiple resolutions to Council from different Areas, the Board were basically instructed to withdraw the 
governance proposals, that have caused so much division with members, and to think again. There was also a 
resolution that was approved requiring the Board to set up some form of discussion forums across the membership on 
subjects such as Rights of Way and path maintenance and others that, for instance would allow Area Officers to 
exchange ideas. It is too early to know the details, but there has been a need for some years to replace the previous 
discussion forums that were removed because they were abused. 

Geoff Richardson has now taken over the production of the Area Walks programme and has already asked Area Council 
if he can make some minor changes, which I was very happy to endorse. Geoff would like to make the clarity of the 
walks on offer better when they are uploaded into the national Walks Finder.  I am sad to say that Peter Ayling has 
indicated that he would like to step down as Area President at our next AGM. Therefore we will be looking for 
nominations to this position before our next AGM, which is pencilled in for the 28th January at Pocklington.  

We have had some excellent publicity following the work that has been carried out by Pocklington and Howden & Goole 
footpath teams to restore the Howdenshire Way walk. Many thanks to those involved.  Finally, I would like to thank 
Marian Thomas both for her work in producing Area News and for the excellent publicity brochure she created for us.

Longest Section of the England Coast Path Opens in 
Yorkshire 
Natural England opened the latest stretch of England Coast Path on 
21 July 2016. 68 miles of sign-posted National Trail will give walkers 
new and improved access to Yorkshire’s coast.  The continuous 
route starts at Filey Brigg and passes north through Scarborough, 
Whitby, Saltburn and Redcar.  It follows much of the coastal section 
of the Cleveland Way National Trail with improvements to the route. 

A small section of new access has been created near Staithes, 
where the trail has been brought closer to the headland, and 
opened new and spectacular views down into the harbour. North of 
Saltburn, where the Cleveland Way turns inland, the route 
continues through Marske to Redcar, allowing seaward access to 
Coatham Sands and South Gare, before turning west to follow The 
Teesdale Way through the industrial heritage area of the Tees 
Estuary to the Newport Bridge. 

An additional 8-mile section between Newport Bridge and North 
Gare is expected to formally open next year linking with the 34 miles of coast path in Durham.  Walkers will then be 
able to enjoy 110 miles of continuous England Coast Path from Filey Brigg to Sunderland. Natural England is currently 
establishing a 2,700-mile path around the entire English coastline by 2020.  When completed, it will be the longest 
continuous coastal walking route in the world. 

The England Coast Path gives walkers new rights of access to foreshore, beaches, dunes and cliffs; including areas 
where everyone can rest, relax and admire the view.  Crucially, longstanding problems with maintaining a continuous 
route along the coast will be solved because the path will now be able to ‘roll back’ as the cliffs erode or slip. 
The creation of coastal paths in other parts of the country suggests the new path will bring clear benefits to the local 
economy.  According to figures from the South West Coast Path the National Trail is worth £630,000 per mile, equating 
to over £40 million a year to the Yorkshire economy.  According to counters on the previously opened route in County 
Durham, 10,000 people a year have enjoyed access to the coast and cliffs in a location which was previously 
inaccessible.  Tom Halstead Area Access Officer
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Geoff Eastwood (1940-2016) 
Geoff, (or Dr. G. R) Eastwood, to give him his full title, was 
a stalwart of our Ramblers’ Area for many years, and was 
“Mr. East Yorkshire Ramblers” to the media and public.   
The time and effort he put into defending and improving 
the rights-of-way in East Yorkshire and nationally never 
ceased to amaze. 

I first met him in the 1970s, after encountering problems 
on the infant Wolds Way and being advised to consult 
Geoff, as he was an expert. He certainly was, having spent 
many years helping the R.A. to establish the walk against 
much local opposition and government delays. In 1982, his 
daughter, Helen, cut the tape to officially open the route. 

Subsequently, I had the benefit of his superb knowledge of 
our paths, and his expertise in the field of footpath law. He became a good friend and walking companion on trips to 
Scotland, the Lake District and the Yorkshire Dales as well as on our own patch.  He was one of the first leaders of the 
Area Camping weekends, which are still in operation almost 40 years later. 

Apart from his “day job” as a well-respected Physiology lecturer, he became a local councillor and, later, Town Clerk to 
Driffield Council.  He was the author and publisher of several books and leaflets of walks, and was active in the Driffield 
Canal Society. Truly a man of many parts.  Geoff was a prominent National Officer and led many Ramblers’ Holidays 
abroad, eventually becoming chairman of the company.  Only illness slowed him down. 

When you are walking in our area, please spare a thought for Geoff, as it is highly likely that the path you are using 
had been defended and promoted by him in past decades.   Those who, like me, were privileged to know and work 
alongside, him will remember his energy, enthusiasm and dedication to the Ramblers’ cause. He will be very much 
missed by his many friends. Our sincere condolences go to his partner Kathryn, and his family. 

Ray Wallis 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
Ray Wallis’s moving obituary of Geoff Eastwood prompts me to add a little more on Geoff’s distinguished service to  
service to walking, especially nationally: 

Geoff joined the Area committee in the late 1960s, when there an exceptionally hardworking group who were 
dedicated to improving the rights of way network and access to the countryside. He was Area secretary for several 
years and then took over as footpath secretary until 2002. He became the Area’s representative on the Howardian Hills 
AONB committee for several years, after Gerald McGuire stepped down. Geoff’s Area secretary’s and footpath reports 
(now in the Area papers in the East Riding archives) document the astonishing amount of work carried out by these 
committees, in an earlier time when there was often a hostile reaction to those wishing to enjoy and walk in the 
countryside. He was also a regular leader of Area walks, remembered for making sure that everyone enjoyed the walks 
and for his friendliness to new members. 

Besides his major contribution to this Area, Geoff also soon became involved in the Ramblers nationally. He was elected 
to the national Executive Committee (EC) in 1974, and became Vice Chairman in 1989 and Chairman from 1990-1993. 
He returned to the EC from 1993-1996, before becoming a national Vice-President in 1998.  Geoff also became a Tour 
Leader for the then Ramblers Holidays in 1972, leading tours all over the world – he especially enjoyed visiting 
Vietnam.  He represented the Ramblers Association on the Ramblers Holiday Committee from 1982 to 2005, and 
became Vice Chairman of Ramblers Holidays in 1984 and Chairman in 1998.  As Chairman, he was ex officio Chairman 
of The Ramblers Association Trust until 2005 and the first Chairman elected by the Trustees of the new Ramblers 
Holidays Charitable Trust until his retirement on health grounds in 2012.  He also represented the Trust on the 
Ramblers EC and then the Board of Trustees until 2005, and also at meetings of the European Ramblers Association. 

Geoff was a first-class committee member and chairman, always balanced in his views and speaking to the point, but 
fiercely outspoken when he felt the public interest was threatened.  He worked tirelessly to improve access to the 
countryside, and wrote several fine local walking guides and pamphlets. He was one of our great stalwarts. 

Peter Ayling (with assistance from Kate Ashbrook and Mavis Rear)
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A walk near the village of Tibthorpe 
I believe this walk was devised by the late Dennis Parker.  I was first introduced to it by Mike Jackson on one of his 
popular Monday afternoon walks, and it has become a regular favourite with current Monday afternoon walkers. 

Start:  About one mile west of Tibthorpe on the Huggate road.  Parking is possible on wide verges  between two 
prominent finger posts, one pointing north, the other south. 

Grid.  Ref: SE 943 554, Distance:  Approximately 6 miles 
Terrain:  Well-walked field edge paths, bridleways, and a green lane in gently undulating wolds countryside with 
extensive views. 

1. Take the track north leading 
to Angus Farm. The route skirts the 
farm buildings passing to the left. 
2. Continue in a northerly 
direction along the field edge path. 
To the right, you may be able to 
discern the fortress like tower of the 
church at Garton-on-the-Wolds, well 
worth a visit to see its wall 
paintings. 
3. After the second field, on 
your right hand side the path bears 
sharp right passing a dew pond 
before a right-angled left turn. 
Continue downhill to a gate leading 
into a pleasant green lane. 
4. Turn left and follow the 
green lane in a more or less 
westerly direction. You will pass a 
track and then a bridleway leading 
northwards towards Wetwang. The 
latter is indicated by a three-way 
finger post on your left. 
5. Continue along the green 
lane which narrows and bears 
slightly left passing through bramble 
patches on either side. Follow the 
path up to a gap in the hedge giving 
access to a field edge path. 

6. Turn left keeping the hedge on your left heading in a southerly direction. The path bears right then left. Pass 
through a gap in the hedge into another large field now heading in a SW direction.  You will reach a path junction at 
the top of the rise, an excellent viewpoint. 
7.  At the junction, turn left and take the track (a tarmac road) which passes Freshlands Farm (on the right) and 
emerge onto the Tibthorpe - Huggate road. 
8. Cross over and take the footpath leading south.   OS maps indicate you should first keep the hedge on your 
right then on your left.  However, at time of writing the way through the hedge is overgrown and difficult to pass 
through, so although the finger post at the road sends you down the left hand side of the hedge it is easier to follow 
the right hand side. The path continues following the edge of woodland where snowdrops abound in early spring.  
9. At the end of the wood, turn sharp left then right and continue to a junction with a bridleway.  
10. Turn left onto the bridleway, passing Haywold Farm on your left. At the next junction, follow a short section on 
tarmac then leave it to continue in an easterly direction downhill at the three way bridleway sign. 
11. BEFORE the end of the first field, the route climbs the bank on your left.  A waymark on a leaning post may 
not be easily discernible.  Continue on the north side of the hedge. Follow this field edge path as it descends into Deep 
Dale. 
12. Pass through a gate. Continue in an easterly direction below a steep bank with newly planted trees on your 
right. 
13. Beyond the plantation, you will see a bridleway gate. Do not go through it but turn left onto a chalky 
bridleway leading uphill (a short, sharp pull) and eventually emerging onto the Tibthorpe - Huggate road near where 
you started.  
14. Refreshments are available nearby at the Wolds Village complex at Bainton roundabout. 

My thanks to Bill and Lesley Eldridge for checking and typing this route and to Lesley for providing the excellent sketch-
map.  Happy walking! 

Dany Wlodarczyk



4

Ramblers Footpath Maintenance Teams for East Riding of Yorkshire  

Earlier this year ERYC’s Countryside Access Manager asked for Ramblers’ 
assistance in maintaining the rights of way network.  Tasks envisaged were 
low level unsupervised work e.g. removing overhanging /encroaching 
hedging: knocking down bramble/nettles/overgrowth etc. replacing finger 
posts and signs: repairing gates and stiles: replacing faded/removed arrows; 
fitting new hand rails to bridges.  Most of the work to be generated as a 
result of Ramblers reports, parish path surveys and information from the 
public. Beverley and Pocklington Groups recruited sufficient volunteers to 
create respective teams, being able to start their work in April and continuing 
so far once or twice each month. Enthusiasm and commitment from 
volunteers has been such that a lot has been achieved during these initial six 
months. An example of a project with a community and paths network 
benefit is as follows: 

The Howdenshire Way created in 1989 as a recreational challenge walk of 16 
miles, it connects several Howden villages. In late June a member of the 
public complained about path conditions. ERYC asked Ramblers if they would 
survey it and suggest improvement actions. This was promptly done, 
resulting in thirty-five remedial actions, all completed within a week, 

including installing or resetting 18 posts in one day. Of 
significance is that part of this trail is on an overgrown green 
lane.  According to ERYC’s Definitive Map Manager it carried 
no recorded public rights whatsoever.  Fortunately, the creator 
of the trail has maintained a record of persons completing it 
and requesting a certificate. This information will greatly assist 
a claim for it to be added to the Definitive Map before the 
2026 cut off. 

As Beverley and Pocklington volunteers are now undertaking 
path maintenance, it would be helpful for all members when 
walking in the East Riding to report footpath problems to the 
Local Authority. 

Tony Corrigan (Photos courtesy of Beverley and Pocklington Groups) 

Beverley Path Minders – a light hearted feel for the job. 
If you can imagine a cross between “Dad’s Army“ and “Last of the Summer Wine“, you will get a pretty good idea of 
the feel of a Path Minders working party, with me taking the role of Sergeant Wilson.  We still have a vacancy for a 
Captain Mainwaring. 

A group of us have been going out for a morning, twice a month, to look after our network of paths in conjunction with 
Simon Parker from the Countryside Access Team. The emphasis is on camaraderie and teamwork at present, as much 
as seeing how many way marking posts we can install.  It’s not yet an Olympic activity! 
Simon has a list of tasks for us to undertake, including vegetation clearance around signs, erecting way mark posts and 
finger posts as well as opening gaps in hedges, between fields. Some jobs are beyond our limited resources. A recent 
example of this was the path alongside Driffield Canal, a problem brought to my attention only days before a walk was 
scheduled.  One look was enough to make me realise that this was a job for contractors, with heavy machinery, 
although not before the walk was due to take place. 

The Countryside Access Team  really do rely upon us walkers to notify them of problems on footpaths, as well as their 
own path surveys, which we have been assisting with.  We have been working around Leconfield and Lockington 
recently. Most of the jobs only require 3 or 4 volunteers.  We have to carry all the digging and cutting tools, as well as 
the posts to some isolated locations, well away from roads.  These jobs are not cost effective for the council to employ 
contractors, as there are often 3 or 4 miles between these small jobs.  We now have a basic kit of tools to help us with 
the tasks, purchased from an application for funding from Ramblers Central Office.  Our kit also includes a dumped 
trenching spade, which had been recovered by a member from a fly-tipping site near South Cave, some cost effective 
re-cycling. 

It is very rewarding to look back at what we have done so far.  Our score stands at 17 way-marker posts, and 2 finger 
posts.  It certainly makes me appreciate the local network of paths, and how fortunate we are to have a local authority 
committed to maintaining countryside access for all.  We are also surveying some of the local paths in our area, and 
this has been really interesting, discovering some of the literally hidden paths of East Yorkshire, and suggesting how 
they can be improved. 
If you are interested in finding out more about this work, please contact me by e-mail at jjdneal@hotmail.co.uk 
Joe Neal, Beverley Group Secretary
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Driffield Show -Wednesday 20 July 2016 – Getting the Message Across. 
This is an event that appeals to people across the East Riding and neighbouring local authorities too.  Our Area has had 
representation for many years.  We now share a stand with the National Trails Officer; the stand is near the entrance 
from car parks and close to the main arena and attracts passers-by in large numbers.  We found last year that the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way attracted local attention, but our material was lacking.  This year we rectified this and had a 
leaflet with the banner “East Yorkshire Ramblers”, together with five single sheets listing specific walks taking place 
over the following two or three weeks (Monday afternoons, evening walks, pub lunches Sunday walks and 
Wednesdays).  We also had copies of the full walking programme, and wore yellow T shirts from General Council – a 
useful mark of identity.  It will be helpful if leaders ask newcomers how they heard of the walk, and note any results 
from our efforts. 

So what was the response?  I can only speak from my own experience, but having something to put on people’s hands 
was a useful opener.  People asked questions about us and many were surprised at the range of walks and particularly 
the shorter ones.  I think the most comments were about distance and speed.  We were able to say that, in general, 
walks went at the pace of the slowest and leaders are encouraged to allow catch up stops.  (I hope leaders will take 
note!  It was also pointed out that leaders are volunteers).  Another frequent request was about starting walking; we 
had a list of Walking for Health walks on our board and Samantha McGivern from the Countryside Team at East Riding 
Council was able to deal with this.  Samantha has particular responsibility for the Wolds Way and supported Trails 
Officer Malcolm Hodgson. 

A benefit of sharing with Malcolm Hodgson is that he 
updated me on budgetary issues, his post being funded by 
Natural England; his budget for the current fiscal year had 
not been confirmed but a projected 50% cut has been 
postponed and could mean not only reduced spends on 
material but a possible cut in his hours in later years.  
Readers will not need to have the implications spelled out if 
this happens.  Those who walk parts of the two trails (his 
remit includes the Cleveland way) will know that they are 
kept in good order and I have always had a prompt 
response to advice about issues on the route.  We need to 
stress the fact that by joining Ramblers, the subscription 
helps with lobbying and protecting countryside spending – 
largely in the hands of local authorities, and is a vital role 
of Central Office, not always appreciated 

Thanks to Ann Laing for organising the stand and the 
information boards, and to the support of Roy and Lauren 
Hunt who put on a yellow T shirt and to Martin Hill, Ann 

Exton, Graham West and Chris Spencer from Pocklington group, Steve Lack from Hull and Holderness who looked after 
the stand with me in 2 hour shifts.  Also thanks to Marian Thomas who produced the Area leaflet. Chris Bush

Jim Tulloch Honorary Life President of H&H 
Group 

Jim Tulloch has been made 
Honorary Life President of Hull 
& Holderness Ramblers Group 
in recognition of many years of 
service. both locally and as a 
Ramblers Holidays leader, in 
the Lake District, Greek 
Islands, Nepal and more. Jim 
grew up in north London 
although he married a Hull girl, 
Pat, who was born in High 
Street - a few hundred yards 
from where they now live! 
After retiring early from a 
successful career as a teacher, 
he put his RAF Mountain Leader 

training to good use by volunteering with the Youth 
Hostels Association. Later he gravitated to the Ramblers 
where for many years he has been the life and soul of the 
H & H group. May he continue to regale us with his stories 
for years to come!  In the picture Jim celebrates at the 
Minerva. 
Steve Lack Hull & Holderness Group

Walking Home -My Family and Other Rambles 
Clare Balding’s memoir My Animals and 
other Family  became an instant best-
seller in 2012, chronicling her 
relationships with beloved family dogs 
and horses.  Walking Home (2014) is 
an equally engaging read, now 
available in paperback. 

It intersperses reminiscences of the 
popular Radio 4 series “Ramblings” 
which she began presenting in 1999 

(and which is still going strong) with an account of her 
attempt to share her own enthusiasm for walking by 
roping in assorted family members to accompany her on 
sections of the 71- mile Wayfarer’s Walk- which runs 
through Hampshire and Berkshire passing her childhood 
home.  The result is a delightful mix of insights into the 
pleasures of walking, great character sketches of some of 
the people she has encountered on “Ramblings” and a 
very evident passion for the countryside.  There are gems 
to savour on every page.  There could hardly be a better 
ambassador for rambling. A great read and an excellent 
gift for walking friends.  
Highly recommended!   Dany Wlodarczyk
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National AONB Outstanding Week 17th-25th 
September- Phil Catterall 
(AONB=Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) 
National AONB Outstanding Week will run from the 17th - 
25th September when the 46 national AONBs in Britain 
highlight their character and qualities in various ways. 
Offering the public the opportunity of a guided walk is 
what the Ramblers can do best. As the Ramblers delegate 
on the Howardian Hills AONB advisory committee, I was 
approached by the AONB Manager Paul Jackson about 
providing a short programme of walks, and here it is: 
Tuesday 20th September: 
Roy Hunt will lead a six mile pub walk in the grounds of 
the Castle Howard Estate starting at 9.30am. Parking is 
permitted in the Crown and Cushion Car Park, Welburn 
from 9.00am onwards. Meals can be ordered before the 
walk leaves the pub, with the meal time booked for 
12.30pm. 

Thursday 22nd September: 
Jill Wiseman will lead a “classic” 6.5 mile walk at 10.30am 
from Scackleton via Dalby Bush Farm, Dalby, Skewsby, City 
of Troy, Mugdale, Potter Hill Farm and Scackleton Grange. 
Meet up in Scackleton - packed lunch required. 

Saturday 24th September: 
Phil Catterall will lead a 7 mile walk starting at 10.30am 
from The Dutch House Cafe and Art Centre near Crayke, 
returning there for tea and cake at the end.  Meet at 
Dutch House - packed lunch required.

Can You Help? 
I am currently a member of the Beverley Group footpath 
guardian team with responsibility for North Newbald. This 
involves walking all the rights of way in the parish once a 
year or so and reporting any problems such as broken 
stiles. 

I will be unable to walk the paths for the foreseeable 
future due to health problems, so if there is anyone out 
there who could volunteer to do this, I would be very 
happy to hear from you and pass on the relevant 
information. You do not necessarily need to be a member 
of Beverley Group. 

It is not an onerous task as most of the rights of way link 
up to form two very pleasant five and six mile walks.  If 
interested, please contact Dany Wlodarczyk, 
danywlo@yahoo.co.uk

Area Autumn Camping Weekend Friday 14- 
Monday 17 October 
Eric Smith of York Group is organising Area's autumn camp 
to take place across the weekend of Friday 14th October 
to Monday 17th October. 

The venue will be Sykes Camp site, Buttermere in the Lake 
District not far from Keswick. It is a beautiful time of year 
to be in the Lakes with lots of autumnal colours and 
superb views. Sykes Camp site has toilet and shower 
facilities but little else, close to two pubs and a sparse 
local bus service. It is unlikely cars will be required once 
the camp is established but food shopping may well 
necessitate a ride to another town or village 
As in previous years anyone is welcome to attend and it is 
hoped that tent campers will be joined by B&B users and 
even day visitors who can take part in any or all of the 
activities. Please note there are NO facilities for caravans. 

There will be a led walk on each day-with short walks on 
Friday for early birds and Monday for long stayers, plus 
two longer walks on Saturday and Sunday.  Eating 
arrangements will probably follow the usual agenda of 
cooking for oneself one evening and eating at the local 
pub the following evening with possible social visits to the 
pub each evening.   Attendees are at liberty to choose to 
join a walk or not as they feel inclined and likewise choose 
to do whatever suits them for eating/socialising. 

Precise details of walks and other information will be 
published closer to the date of the camp.However 
Eric would be grateful if any one considering joining the 
camp would contact him by e-mail at 
eric.ericsmith69@hotmail.co.uk as soon as possible. 
There is no obligation for anyone to attend. Final numbers 
will be circulated about a week before the event.  Further 
information is available from Eric either  
e-mail or by telephone (01904 608163)

Oil and Gas Production in East Yorkshire 
As most readers will know, licences have been taken up in 
virtually the whole of the East Riding and large parts of 
North Yorkshire by companies seeking to explore for oil 
and gas.  This could eventually lead to production of shale 
gas using the controversial method of fracking. 

In August 2016 the government announced the setting up 
of a Shale Wealth Fund.  Part of the companies’ taxes on 
profits from shale gas production would be earmarked to 
compensate households and communities for the impact of 
shale gas production especially in rural areas -possibly to 
the tune of £10,000 per household. 

A consultation has been set up to explore various issues 
connected with the fund.  Responses are welcomed from 
individuals or from organisations, such as charities, 
businesses, local authorities and community groups by 
26-10-2016. To find out more and to respond to the 
consultation search Shale Wealth Fund online. 

At the June 2016 full East Riding of Yorkshire Council meeting, 
councillors voiced their concerns about various impacts of 
fracking, before voting almost unanimously for a motion 
expressing concern (for full details see motion 2305 on ERYC 
website.)   Dany Wlodarczyk

Unlicensed Trail Bike Ridden on Levisham Moor 
Following a recent incident when we saw an unlicensed trail bike being ridden around on Levisham Moor, we would 
encourage anyone who comes across anything similar to contact the North York Moors Park Authority, either by 
emailing them on general@northyorkmoors.org.uk, or phoning 01439 772700.  You should also report the incident 
immediately to North Yorkshire police direct on the non-emergency number 101, and ask for an incident number which 
should be passed on to the park authority.  The Head of Recreation and Park Management has said that they have had 
some recent success with joint police operations to combat illegal motorcycling, but of course this relies on reports 
from the public being made direct to the police so that incidents are logged and police resources can be found to help 
the park authority tackle the problem. 
Wendy and Sam Borman

mailto:general@northyorkmoors.org.uk
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Margaret Ingham 

Margaret Ingham of 
Snainton, a member of the 
Ramblers since 1948, died 
in June.  

She was best known in 
recent years for leading 
fortnightly Thursday walks 
that ended with lunch at a 
pub.  

Margaret, who was 84, said 
with pride that she had 
never been lost, because 
she claimed, on the rare 
occasions when she was 
unsure of her precise 
whereabouts, she was 
always able to get back on 
track without her temporary 
uncertainty becoming 
apparent. 

Her natural talent for 
finding her way was 
particularly noteworthy 

because of the antiquity of her maps, although she often 
expressed an intention to replace them.  One regular 
member assisted by inquiring in advance where she 
intended to walk, then photocopying his own maps for her 
use.   

Margaret began leading regularly in the early 1950s, and 
from then on remained quite determinedly the leader of 
any walks on her programme, until ill-health made it too 
difficult for her to cover her customary distances.  In later 
years, she was invariably accompanied by at least one of 
her dogs, Bracken and Poppy. 

She led walks in the UK and in several European countries 
for the Holiday Fellowship, and also organised private 
walking holidays for her friends. 

Margaret was for years a volunteer warden for the North 
York Moors National Park, regularly covering up to 14 
miles a day on solo patrols of moorland.  Only a few years 
ago, when meeting a park officer in Rosedale, she was 
told she had an open invitation to return.  Those who 
attended her midweek walks were always invited to her 
home for a memorable Christmas party. 

In 2014, she asked me to show her the sights of Tripsdale, 
and she happily waded across the ford and trampled 
through the bracken, as she, for once, consented to be 
led. 

I felt it a privilege to know such a capable, feisty and kind-
hearted lady, who introduced me to many of my favourite 
spots. 

Harry Whitehouse

Glen Hood (1928-2016) 
I remember walking with Glen Hood (obituary Area News 
March 2016) in the 1970’s and 80’s. I believe he had 
played water polo for the R.A.F. in his younger days. He 
would run/cycle from his home in Hull to the swimming 
baths, complete umpteen lengths of the pool and return 
home under his own steam. 

One Saturday he took part in a 20-mile challenge walk 
across the North York Moors. He then slept in his car and 
turned up on Sunday morning, as fresh as a daisy, to join 
a 10 mile ramble. 

On another occasion, a single plank bridge was a bit 
greasy and  Glen slid off into the stream below, and was 
completely submerged for a few seconds. Then he 
surfaced, clambered out, laughing heartily at himself, 
brushed himself down and continued with the walk as if 
nothing had happened.  He was good company and a very 
fit man.   Nigel Emery

Cath Millican (nee Guest) 1968-2016 
Cath Millican (nee Guest) 
who sadly passed away 
following a brave battle 
with cancer, was a vivid 
multi clouded character in 
a vanilla world. She was, 
shall we say, one of life’s 
forthright types, bold, 
opinionated and rarely 
wrong (allegedly).  
Cath was a leading light in 
“Get Your Boots On”; she 
joined along with her 
beloved black labrador 
Tarka and quickly 
established herself as a 

highly capable walk leader and committee member. She 
was perfectly suited to group walking, able to put new 
walkers at ease but rarely put a foot wrong with map 
reading. She could also hold up her end of the bar. Many 
GYBO members’ first encounter with the group will have 
been Cath holding court at the monthly York pub social, 
before getting the Coastliner bus back to Tadcaster.  Her 
40th birthday was spent at a GYBO youth hosteling 
weekend. She was daft as a brush with a highly developed 
sense of the absurd.  Yet she also possessed dignity and 
courage through her later health issues. 

There was a sensitive side under all that Yorkshire bluff 
and she made many lifelong friends in the group. Later 
she followed her job to Scotland and found love in Kenny. 
The last time I saw Cath she looked relaxed and happy. 
There were many (bright pink, bright red) hilly park runs 
and Munroes still to come. 

Following Cath’s death (her hospital room looked put to 
Arthur’s seat) her friends from the group completed the 
Edinburgh half marathon raising money for Maggie’s 
Cancer Centres. At an emotional dedication of a bench at 
Clifton Cricket Club in York, Kenny said movingly, when 
you go climbing or walking, take Cath with you on those 
future summits. That would be the way to remember this 
lovely Yorkshire lass.  Paul Rhodes
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“Take a Bus or a Train and Go for A Walk” – York RA Public Transport Walks 

On Saturday September 17th a group of walkers will set off from the village of Escrick for a 10 mile circular walk, 
having got there & back by bus from York. It will be a repeat of a walk I led some 10 years ago and our way of 
celebrating the part the Public Transport Walks section has played in the York and Area Programmes over that time. 
From that start back in the Autumn of 2006, we have continued to organise walks every month “for people without 
access to a car or who wish to leave it at home instead” ever since – well over 250 walks. 

Organising walks using public transport has always been 
a major Ramblers policy as a way of making walking 
accessible to all.  In fact, some Groups, both in and 
outside the RA, only organise car-free walks - whether 
it’s by using public transport or by hiring coaches as part 
of their walks programme. 

For people living in East Yorkshire & Derwent area, like 
other rural based areas, this is not so easy as bus and 
rail services are somewhat thinner on the ground and 
not so regular or as reliable as more urban based groups 
will find. This may make organising such walks more 

logistically challenging (part of the fun!) and so it was always likely that the York Ramblers Group would be the one 
that spearheaded such a venture locally, given its better rail & bus links. However, it has been good to see that despite 
more recent & continuing cut-backs in support for rural bus services around Yorkshire, other Groups in our Area are 
now organising such walks. 

Since those first three walks (in Escrick, Almscliff Crags & Knaresborough and over Marsden Moor) in 2006 we were 
able to keep to our initial promise of having one every month throughout 2007.  In fact due to the support and 
enthusiasm of our many leaders who have (often for the first time) offered us walks, we have usually been able to 
offer 2 or 3 walks most months, and often weekly during the months of July & August ever since.  Although train and 
bus services and times have often been changed between our planning walks and actually doing them, often at the last 
minute, we’ve usually managed to do most or all of them. Only 2 have ever been cancelled due to weather conditions 
and were then rescheduled again later on in the walks programme. 

As well as walks fairly local to York, we’ve usually featured walks in all three Yorkshire counties and usually at least one 
in the Peak District each year.  We have also made a point of doing longer linear walks in stages. These have included 
coastal sections of the Cleveland Way, parts of the Ebor, Wolds and Pennine Ways, the Ainsty Bounds, the Whitby Way, 
the Six Dales Trail and the Sheffield Round Walk, as well as the York Millennium Way as both evening walks and 2 day 
stages, and the longer outer Jorvic Way.  We have traced the Ure via the Yoredale Way, and followed the Ouse from its 
source in Ouseburn as far south as Selby.  Since 2008 Mark Davey has taken over from Ray Wallis in leading a biennial 
four stage walking of the Minster Way and, I’m sure, will be doing so again in 2019.  

Additionally we’ve organised weekends away staying over at Youth Hostels so that we could complete even longer 
walks such as the Chatsworth Challenge, all of the Three Peaks, two days in the Hope Valley, and another two along 
the Yorkshire Coast – the latter walk finished off by a free cup of tea and a train ride back from Scarborough in First 
Class! 

In September 2015, having finally been given that ‘Great Liberator’ - the “Bus Pass”, I retired from the Rail Industry 
after 36 years, with the intention of returning with my wife to Sheffield (finally accomplished last May). By then I had 
already divested most of my roles in the Ramblers and the ASLEF Union and luckily Avis Strudwick & Lynda Doughty 
stepped up and offered to take over coordinating the YPT and have proved very capable in doing so in the programmes 
they have put together over the last two years. I am very grateful to them as indeed I am to all those very many 
people who have either led or joined us on over the last 10 years. 

I wish them and all the other walkers and walk leaders “all the best’” for the future. Our numbers have always varied 
but there is a hard core of regulars and many of us have become firm friends as well as walking companions. 

So - next time you want to go out for a walk - why not leave the car behind and let the bus or train take the strain and 
come out on one of York (or other Group) walks using public transport.  Just look for the ‘YPT’ sign in the Area Walks 
Programme. 
Cheers.  Malcolm Dixon
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