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Key Vacancies in Area Council 
Sadly our Area Chairman Roy Hunt has had to stand down, currently there is no successor.  Roy was Chairman for over 
two years, he served Area Council and the members conscientiously and professionally during his period in office; we 
will miss his wealth of knowledge and experience.   Other Area Council Officers - our Treasurer George Malcolm and 
Webmaster Tony Corrigan have also served the Area with great distinction but have stated that they wish to stand 
down at the next AGM.  It is vital to fill these key positions, please consider whether you can take on one of these roles 
or know someone who might be persuaded to be nominated for one of these positions at the next AGM.  

No January Mail Shot 
Last year Area Council made the majority decision to abandon the January mailshot, the main purpose of which was to 
distribute the Annual Report to members and send out the AGM calling notice via Area News.  Abandoning the January 
mail shot will significantly reduce printing costs and paper wastage, as well as postage costs.  However the March and 
September mail shots, which distribute the Area walks programmes, will continue as usual.  Ann Laing will post copies 
of the Annual Report to members on request; copies will also be available on the website, from group secretaries and 
at the AGM.  This is why the Area 2019 AGM calling notice appears in this edition of Area News. 

General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 
Major changes to data protection regulations mean that unless you have given permission for Ramblers Central Office 
to contact you by e-mail, your local group is not supposed to e-mail you either. See page 3.

Notice of 2019 Area AGM 
All East Yorkshire & Derwent Area Ramblers members and representatives of affiliated organisations, are invited to 
attend the Annual General Meeting at 2.00 pm on Saturday January 26th 2019 at Beverley Minster Parish 
Hall, Minster Yard South, Beverley HU17 0DP.  Flemingate Multi-story car park is just across the railway line 
from Beverley Minster, and the train station is 10 minutes walk away. 

Prior to the meeting there will be a 5-6 mile walk, starting from Beverley Minster Parish Hall at 11.00am.  In addition, 
there will be a guided tour of Beverley Minster at 11:30am, at the cost of £5 and an opportunity to explore the roof 
space, for £7.50; if interested please contact Joe Neal, e-mail jjdneal@hotmail.co.uk  The Parish Hall will be open from 
12.30pm if walkers wish to eat their lunch prior to the meeting; tea/coffee will be available. Alternatively there are 
numerous cafes and pubs in Beverley. 

There will be no mail shot in January, if you wish to receive a copy of the Annual Report by post please 
contact Ann Laing by 31st December, either by email to laing25@tiscali.co.uk  or by sending a text 
message to 07919 105401.  Copies of the Annual Report will also be available in January on the Area 
website, from Group secretaries, and at the AGM.  

When the formal meeting is over and after a short break for refreshments, a speaker (yet to be decided) will address 
the meeting on a topic of interest to our Area. 

VACANT POSTS Nominations for all posts are invited, but in particular, the post of Chairman, Treasurer and 
webmaster.

Photo courtesy of 
Pocklington Group, 
taken on a walk 
from Filey to 
Bempton in July.
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Area Camp June 2018 
This years’ Area Camp was from Friday 8th June to Monday 11th June, at Gill Head Farm Campsite, Troutbeck, Penrith 
and was organised by Wayne and Donna Dosdale.  28 members attended; there were 20 on site - 13 tent campers, 4 
in camper vans, 2 in a caravan, and for the first time, one in a camping pod;  5 were in B&Bs, 2 rented a cottage, and 
1 stayed in a youth hostel.   Groups represented were Hull and Holderness, Ryedale, Scarborough and District, and 
York.  A former Scarborough member stayed in a hotel and attended the traditional Saturday night meal. 

As usual, there was a short walk (Latrigg) on Friday afternoon, full day walks on Saturday (St John's in the Vale) and 
Sunday (Castle Crag), and a short walk on Monday morning (Gowbarrow Fell). 

Thanks to Wayne and Donna for organising such a successful Area camp.
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Pocklington Group Footpath Maintenance Team  
Since the formation of Pocklington Group’s Footpath Maintenance Team about 2 years ago, a significant amount of 
time has been volunteered to ensure local paths are fit for purpose. Repairing bridges, putting up way-mark posts and 
cutting back overgrowth have become routine tasks for providing walkers with obstruction-free routes.  Having one of 
the most attractive section of The Yorkshire Wolds Way National Trail running through our group’s area is a bonus, as 
featured in a recent edition of BBC Countryfile.  Maintenance of it is a high priority and we endeavour to keep it and 
feeder paths not only as an unobstructed stile free national trail, but also one that can easily be navigated. 

Whilst contributing towards Ramblers aims of countryside protection and keeping rights of way open, we are also 
promoting the message that Ramblers is more than just about walking. The Yorkshire Wolds Way attracts visitors from 
far and wide and all enthuse about the Wolds picturesque countryside. We stop and chat with the walking public all 
the time – people are so curious about looking at a hole in the ground!  Importantly, they are often surprised but 
appreciative to learn that local Ramblers volunteers are undertaking these countryside protection tasks in liaison with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council. 

Promoting our image? 
Red fleeces, emblazoned with 
Ramblers logo were acquired earlier 
this year by Pocklington’s Committee 
for our team of ten volunteers. Not 
simply working clothing, but also 
regarded as an additional promotional 
aid – “now we will be seen before we 
are heard”- although wearing was not 
compulsory during the summer 
heatwave! 
Just completed for East Riding 
Council and National Trails is a 
project to update an asset list for the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way, itemising and 
pinpointing all posts, seats, 
sculptures, information boards etc 
and the condition of them. This will 
assist in maintenance tasks. It was also interesting to find some “acorn” discs affixed upside down and also a number 
of old [collectable] Wolds Way signposts! 
Both Pocklington and Beverley Group Maintenance Teams are doing their bit for countryside protection.  
How can members help?  When walking in the East Riding and encountering a path problem report it by phone or 
online to East Riding Council.  Details are on our Area Website. 
Tony Corrigan - Pocklington Group
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CHANGES TO RAMBLERS DATA PROTECTION 
Since May 2018 all businesses and charitable organisations such as Ramblers have had to take account of changes to 
Data Protection law.  Central Office are by law obliged to do all they can to prevent a data breach of members’ details. 

Ramblers interpretation of GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) is that anyone holding a list of members’ 
details for emailing purposes (e.g.walks organisers, parish footpath surveyors list holders, coach trip organisers) 
should ensure that the people on their list have consented with Ramblers Central Office to being emailed and not just 
made a private agreement with their local group. Ramblers is a national organisation and they hold the definitive 
database for the whole country.  Our Groups and Area are just part of that much bigger organisation and the rules are 
set centrally. 

So far, Ramblers have only contacted a very small section of the membership to ask them to update their preferences, 
but if you are on any “local” list you should update your preferences without delay and not wait for a letter dropping 
through your letterbox. You may have given your email address to your local group, but not given it to Central Office 
so you should also update your contact details in addition to updating your preferences.. 

This would be a great help to any group organiser who has your name on their list because since 25th May they are 
not supposed to contact you if you have not consented at Ramblers level. You may be right in thinking that the risk of 
a data breach may not be great if the local and central lists don’t tally, but it is a central office legal requirement that 
we should do our best to ensure that the lists match. It is for our benefit. 

Also, if you had opted for electronic copies of the walks booklet and newsletter but have received paper copies this 
time, it is because you have said ‘No’ to contact by email on the central database. If you wish to go back to emailed 
copies, change your preferences with Ramblers and let the Area Membership Secretary know that you have done so, 
so that your name can be put back on to the emailing list. Email Marilyn at areamembers2@hotmail.com. 

HOW TO UPDATE YOUR PREFERENCES AND CONTACT DETAILS 

If you don’t know what your current preferences are you can ask your Group Membership Secretary or Area 
Membership Secretary, (Marilyn Skelton at email: areamembers2@hotmail.com phone: 075 8386 5642) or you can 
contact Central Office and ask them. 
So, to update: 

•Phone Ramblers on 020 7339 8595, ask for Membership, quote your membership number which is on your card 
and update, preferably saying yes to all 3 forms of communication and give your email address. 

or 
•Online go to ramblers.org.uk  Click “Register”at the very top of the page (or click “Login” if you have already 
registered). Enter your details, including your number from your membership card. It would make it easier for 
your group organiser if you ticked ‘Yes’ to all 3 means of communication in the first 3 tick boxes, but as a 
minimum tick Yes to ‘Email’ if you have an email address. There are 3 boxes which ask if you want messages 
about offers from Ramblers carefully selected partners. Leave those blank if you prefer. 

Marilyn Skelton, Area Membership Secretary

Wolds Dew Ponds Amphibian Training Session 
As Area Countryside Officer, I was invited to this training 
session on Saturday 28th April  It was led by Emily 
McGregor, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Project Officer and took 
place at Thixendale Village Hall & nearby.  The Wolds Dew 
Ponds project aims to restore some of the 18th & 19th 
century dew ponds on the Wolds ; these were originally 
excavated to provide water for stock, but have now mostly 
fallen into disrepair.  About 20 of us of all ages, including 3 
Ramblers members, were shown how to identify frogs, 
toads, and two common species of newts by the expert 
Andy (Andrew Halcro-Johnston, actually a member of 
GYBO!). We then went up to Gritts Farm to be shown by the enthusiastic farmer an intact 18th century pond, with 
plenty of wildlife, including the newts. Then on to the north end of Brubberdale, in Access Land, to a dew pond 
restored and "repuddled" only last October; this contained some vegetation, newts, leeches, and lots of toad spawn. 
An inspiring day; I would be very interested to hear members' reports on other dew ponds. 
Peter Ayling
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Contributions to Area News should be sent to Marian Thomas by February 2019
46 Boothgate Drive, Howden, DN14 7EW, or email thomas.marian@btinternet.com

AREA NEWS is printed by ALMA PRINTERS, Exchange Street, Driffield, 01377 255278

GYBO Weekend in Snowdonia 
GYBO (Get Your Boots On Group aimed at walkers in their 20s and 30s) recently enjoyed a weekend away to 
Snowdonia; during the weekend they climbed Cadair Idris.  The photograph was taken in front of Llyn Cau on the way 
up; further on the weather turned to wind & rain and visibility was down to a few metres but most made it to the top, 
although some did stay lower down.  They had originally planned to walk along the ridge of Cadair Idris but due to the 
adverse weather they came down the same way.  GYBO usually have a couple of weekend trips away each year.  
Photograph courtesy of Sean Sedman

Succession Planning - New Webmaster Needed for Area Website 
I took on the role of Area Webmaster in January 2012, and took the opportunity to move from an 
unsupported, obsolete system and create a fresh look and user friendly website.  Using new 
software, administered and hosted by a group of volunteers, our Area was one of the original 
members of ramblers-webs.org.uk   membership of which now exceeds 200.  

The development of these websites has been a build-up of experience and knowledge, so that 
assistance is always available through a forum of webmasters. Advice, guidelines and instruction 

documents have also been created and are available on-line. Help is always at hand, being only an email/phone call 
away.  Like all technology, websites continue to be improved and upgraded.  Fortunately, knowledge of computer 
coding and technology is not a prerequisite. Keyboard skills, creativity and initiative are more desirable.  

I intend to step away from the role at our January 2019 AGM, and  am now looking for an interested person[s] to take 
over.  Ideally, shadowing me during the rest of 2018 will enable a build -up of knowledge and skills for a seamless hand 
over.    If you are interested or would like further information about the role please contact me. 
Tony Corrigan - Area Webmaster

Older Official Area Papers soon to be Archived with East Riding of Yorkshire Council Archives 
Earlier this year Tom Halstead, our former Area secretary (who has now moved away) deposited bound copies of his 
two reports on the potential line of the East Riding Coastal Footpath Route into the East Riding Archives in Beverley 
Treasure House.  I have finally prepared sets of the following Area papers up to 2010 for similar archiving with East 
Riding Archives Services: Area Council minutes, former Executive Committee minutes, Area AGM minutes (including 
two precious handwritten books of minutes from 1938 when the Area was founded up to 1950); Annual Reports from 
1967; Rambles Programmes from 1976, editions of Area News from 1973.  In addition there are footpath files for 30 
parishes still to be edited before archiving. These papers document the Area members' work for the recognition of the 
present Definitive Rights of Way Network, ie those paths that all members of the public have a legal entitlement to 
use for work, recreation and exercise everyday all over East and North Yorkshire. Without the tremendous campaign 
by our members from the 1950s to the present day, the Rights of Way network might not exist in its present form. 
Peter Ayling, Area President
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