
East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers 

Area News September 
2015

www.ramblers.org.uk Working For Walkers www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk                  

Chairman’s Peace  
This is not a spelling error.  It is my first opportunity to 
write to members since offering to take up the Area 
Chairman’s role for one year only, as this had to be agreed 
by the Area Council at the February meeting.  I am 
hopeful that some of the readers will think it wrong that 
such a vibrant organisation as ours should end up with 
someone in this position who has passed three quarters of 
a century on this earth. I should like to think that readers 
will reflect on this and consider whether they could 
perhaps take on the role or know someone who might be 
nominated for the position  at the AGM next year.  It may 
be that some arm-twisting is necessary, it is perhaps 
usually less onerous and less important than finding a 
secretary, this post has still not been filled.  The 
chairperson needs ideas but has support in the form of 
the secretary to ensure meetings are arranged, agendas 
agreed and is kept on the right path at meetings.  Finally 
we need someone (or perhaps two) to be the minute 
secretary at meetings.  All three posts require attendance 
at Area Councils and AGMs, so about 5 meetings per year 
in all. 

So what ideas do I have?  There is little doubt that the 
two main activities of walks and footpath work are going 
well, with more recent members emerging to take up the 
tasks of path surveys and leading walks.  What I did find 
was that our membership had dropped from just over two 
thousand when I was chairman previously, to just over 
1600.   This was in the figures presented at the Council 
the evening before Driffield show.  On your behalf I 
thanked the half dozen people who staffed our stand at 
the Show, shared with the National Trails Officer for the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way and Cleveland Way.  The latter had 
some excellent promotional material set out on one side, 
with ours on the other.  The public were most interested 
in their stuff, with our boards getting much less interest 
and with nothing much to give out, even running out of 
our walks programmes.   Pocklington group have taken up 
the Central Office leaflet with their information but the 
original design leaves much to be desired.  We need a 
good brochure – not of our walks – but explaining what 
we do both locally and as a national organisation.  This 
can then be used at our shows in Yorkshire and also put 
in tourist accommodation and offices to attract people to 
our activities and websites.  Although I have a busy diary 
I shall be pursuing this with others over the next 3 or 4 
months ready for next year.   

Finally a big thank you to people who work so hard on 
your behalf in this period, to Tom Halstead and Peter 
Ayling as joint secretaries, to Tom for his work on the 
coastal path project in our area, to Marian Thomas in 
editing the newsletter, and to Ann Laing & husband Don 
for their work in organising our stand at an excellent and 
busy Driffield Show . Also thanks to George Malcolm, Tony 
Corrigan, Roy Hunt & Mike Jackson.  

Chris Bush (aged 76 and a half)

Pocklington Walk With a Wartime Theme 
18th October 
The amazing spirit and camaraderie of World War II is 
re-enacted by the North Yorkshire Moors Railway in a 
special event held in October each year. There is 
entertainment, street parades and vehicle displays 
along the line at Pickering, ‘Le Visham’, Goathland and 
Grosmont Stations. 

Pocklington Ramblers have organised a 10 mile walk 
starting from Goathland Car Park at 10am on Sunday 
18th October to coincide with this event. The walk will 
incorporate some of the wartime events that take place 
at Grosmont and Goathland Stations. 

Last year I was fortunate enough to be at Grosmont 
Station for the Spitfire fly past (see picture of an earlier 
plane). At the time of writing the programme of events 
for 2015 is not available, but it is a beautiful area to 
walk in and there should certainly be a wartime theme.  

If anybody wants to enter into the spirit of the wartime 
theme, you are welcome to dig out the old rambling 
clothes from the attic. The picture to the right (taken in 
1932) should give you some idea of what to wear! 
Some of this attire may not be so practical if it is 
pouring with rain. We can only hope that the weather is 
as good as it was last year! 

Come and join us on what should be an enjoyable walk 
with a wartime theme. - Martin Hill
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From Area President - Peter Ayling 
This is my third year as your Area President. Unlike other posts, the duties of the President are not clearly defined, 
previous holders Roy Dresser, Dennis Parker, David Rubinstein, Geoff Eastwood and Ann Holt were all steeped in the 
history and achievements of the Ramblers, but fulfilled their duties in quite different ways. I was always a keen walker 
from my teens, starting seriously in the South Wales valleys and coast, and especially on the Brecon Beacons. I have been 
a member of the Ramblers since mid 1970s – your membership number gives an idea of when you joined, mine is 24,808 
– having been inspired to join after reading graphic articles in the Hull Daily Mail about the work of the Area in 
campaigning for footpaths and the beauty of the countryside. That always convinced me of the value of publicity in 
recruiting, something that David Rubinstein said when I joined the Area committee in 1990, so I volunteered to be 
Publicity Officer. Incidentally, in the 1970s the Area organised about 40 to 50 walks a year, mostly 10 milers, compare this 
with the current programme of over 500 walks of differing lengths, but still published as our excellent pocket-size walks 
booklet. After a period as Area Chairman – having been asked four times to put my name forward because I felt I had too 
little experience – I did another spell for publicity, before shadowing Dennis, our first Countryside Officer and volunteering 
for this post when he retired. I was also a Ramblers Trustee for seven years, serving as the representative on the 
European Ramblers Association, a fascinating job. During the past thirteen years, it was wonderful to see three new 
Groups formed, GYBO, Pocklington, and Howden & Goole, they have provided us with many officers at Area level, but we 
were sad that Driffield Group disappeared – temporarily I am sure. 

That leads me to the point of all this, the need for a continuous progression of volunteers to come forward for Group and 
Area posts. The Ramblers nationally have just won the landmark Andrews decision in the appeal court that recognises the 
inclosure awards for determining the existence of present day footpaths: there is probably no other organisation that 
could have taken on such a case.  The Ramblers have worked for access inland and now the coastal path is nearing 
completion in 2020. But the national organisation cannot succeed without a strong local base and vibrant membership. 
This time last year all our Area posts were filled, but due to different reasons, we now lack a Chairman after Dany 
Wlodarczyk’s retirement for health reasons and Secretary (Tom Halstead our access officer valiantly shoulders most of the 
burden).  Chris Bush generously agreed to be chair for one year when there were no other volunteers at the AGM; also 
our Treasurer George Malcolm is approaching the end of his five-year period of office. So I do urge you earnestly to reflect 
carefully on whether you could fill one of these posts, especially since we shall be hosting the national Ramblers General 
Council here in York next Spring.  For Area posts it helps to have had some experience at Group level, but that’s not 
always necessary, and there is always support and advice available from previous post holders, especially in these days of 
email and computers. When Alison Hales stepped down as Secretary, she was able to pass on most of her files and 
information on one small memory stick!  Please do contact one of the Area committee if you think you could help, and 
don’t be surprised if somebody approaches you on a ramble about volunteering. Your Area needs you!

York Group Coach Ramble to Hebden 
Bridge - Sunday 27th September 2015 

There are three walks to choose from: 

Walk A: 11 miles from Luddenden Foot to Hebden 
Bridge. 

Walk B:  9 miles from Mytholmroyd to Hebden Bridge. 

Walk C:  6.5 miles from Penistone Hill Country Park 
near Haworth to Hebden Bridge. 

£11 per person. Details of the 3 York pick-up points 
are on the booking form on the York or Area websites. 
To check whether seats are still available phone Vera 
Silberberg on 01904-628134.

Coach Ramble to Donna Nook on Wed. 25th 
Nov. 2015 to View the Seal Pups  
Pocklington Ramblers have organised a coach ramble to 
Donna Nook on Wednesday November 25th to coincide with 
the peak arrival time for the birth of seal pups. 

For much of the year grey seals at the Lincolnshire Wildlife 
Trusts’ Donna Nook National Nature Reserve are at sea or 
hauled out on distant sandbanks. 
Every November and December, the seals give birth to their 
pups near the sand dunes: a wildlife spectacle which attracts 
visitors from across the UK. 

This coach ramble has generated a lot of interest and we 
currently have 49 people going, with only 8 places left, so 
there is still a chance to go.  

The arrangements for the 25th November are proposed as 
follows: The coach will pick up at Pocklington, Market 
Weighton and Beverley and the cost for the coach will be £12 
per person. We have planned a 5 mile walk to Donna Nook to 
view the seals and their pups. Entrance to the Nature 
Reserve is free. 

We have a planned stop on the way home at a hotel in 
Grimsby for an afternoon tea, comprising of a selection of 
sandwiches, scones with jam and cream, coffee or tea, and a 
glass of sparkling wine. The cost is £9.50 per person and is 
optional. 

If you would like to join us on 25th November: Contact 
Martin Hill, Walks Secretary, Pocklington Ramblers. e mail, 
mph60@btinternet.com or by phone on 01377 270731 2
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Area Autumn Camping/Walking Weekend 
2nd – 5th October 2015 
Eric Smith invites members to join him at the next Area 
Autumn Camping Weekend. 

It is planned to hold the next area camp across the 
weekend Friday 2nd to Monday 5th October, 2015, with 
Scotgate, Braithwaite, close to Keswick in The Lake 
District as the camp location. 

It is a beautiful time of year to be in the Lakes, 
probably a bit quieter than the months before, but with 
lots of autumnal colours and superb views.  The camp 
site has first class facilities including a shop/ café. There 
is a very good local pub and a local bus service. It is 
unlikely that cars will be needed once the camp is 
established. 

As in previous years anyone and everyone is welcome 
to attend and I hope that tent campers like myself will 
be joined by caravaners, B & B users and day visitors to 
participate in any or all of the activities. 

There will be a led walk on each day, with short walks 
on the Friday for early birds and the Monday for long 
stayers, plus two longer walks on Saturday and Sunday. 

Eating arrangements will probably follow the usual 
practice of cooking for oneself one evening and eating 
at the local pub the following evening - supplemented 
of course with social visits to the pub each evening. 

Campers are at liberty to join a walk or not as they feel 
inclined and similarly choose to do whatever suits them 
for eating /socialising. 

Precise details of walks and other information will be 
available closer to the date of the camp. 

It would be helpful to know of anyone interested 
and I should be grateful if anyone CONSIDERING 
joining the camp would contact me as soon as 
possible by e-mail to 
eric.ericsmith69@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 
01904 608163 

I would hope to confirm final numbers about a week 
before the due date. Feel free to contact me at the 
above email/phone number for further information.

Report Peak District Area Camp June 2015 

Twenty members attended the three-night area camp 
near Edale in the Derbyshire Peak District in June.  In 
addition to the traditional campers under canvas, three 
members used caravans, one rented a holiday cottage, 
another stayed atß a B&B, and there was a day visitor. 

On Friday afternoon, hot sun proved taxing for the early 
bird walk up and along Rushup Edge.   By contrast, very 
heavy rain on Saturday morning caused the postponement 
of the planned Kinder Scout walk, so in the afternoon, the 
group held the outing to Win Hill planned for Monday 
morning. 

An excellent dinner was enjoyed at the Cheshire Cheese in 
Hope on Saturday night. 
Sunday dawned fine, so Kinder maps were dug out again, 
and after an hour's steady ascent of Grindslow Knoll, the 
party followed the edge of the plateau to the Downfall, 
returning via Jacob's Ladder after a superb day's walking. 

On Monday, Saturday's planned double ascent of Mam Tor 
and Lose Hill was shortened by a couple of miles for a 
strenuous final fling. 

The summer camp in 2016 will be held in the Dales, 
provisionally on June 10-13. 

Harry Whitehouse

Navigation skills training courses 
Do you sometimes get lost?  Are you occasionally 
confused by what's on the map?  Do you know what a 
compass can do for you other than point to North? 
 Why not come on one of my navigation courses? The 
course consists of you studying a training book, which 
we will supply. We then go out for a day on the North 
Yorkshire Moors to put into practice what you have 
learnt, and the best part is that there is no charge for 
this course.  Please contact me on 01904 500462 or 
sambo1950-nav@yahoo.co.uk -Sam Borman

Mike Harrison 
Many members will know that in early July, Mike Harrison 
of the Howden & Goole Group was involved in a motor 
cycle accident, sustaining serious injuries that required 
emergency major surgery. In hospital he received an 
overwhelming number of get well messages. Mike has 
phoned me to say he is now back at home to start the 
challenging recuperation process. 

He asked me to pass on his most sincere thanks to all 
members for their kind messages of support. Typical of 
his drive and determination, Mike has already set himself 
a goal of getting back to walking and joining a Ramblers 
short walk.      Tony Corrigan3
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Public Transport Walks in Ryedale  
I have devised a series of seven public transport walks 
on Tuesdays using the Coastliner, Scarborough to 
Helmsley 128 and Stephenson's 183, 190 and 194 bus 
services.  The PT walks will take place once each month 
with the first walk taking place on 15th September. They 
are all linear walks of easy or moderate grade and are 
between six and ten miles long. 

With the agreement of the Ryedale Ramblers and 
Ryedale Walking Group (RWG) Committees this series of 
walks will feature in both the Ramblers and the RWG 
programme. Three leaders from RWG (who are also 
Ramblers members) will lead the walks. 

With more cuts in bus subsidies being considered by 
North Yorkshire County Council and a consultation 
currently taking place deciding on reducing services in 
2016, there has been no better time to use the local bus 
service.  I hope these extra walks added to the usual 
programme will prove popular to Ramblers. RWG is an 
independent walking group affiliated to Ramblers. 

Phil Catterall  Ryedale Ramblers

New Editor for Area Walks Booklet Needed 
After producing the Area Walks booklet for more years 
than I can remember, I now wish to pass the baton 
onto somebody else.  I will be producing the 2015/16 
booklet this year as normal but my last one will be the 
Spring Summer 2016 booklet. 

If anyone wishes to take over the booklet from me, I 
am happy for them to work with me in the production 
of the next programme (second half of February) to 
learn the ropes so that taking over will avoid dropping 
themselves too much into the deep end. 

I inherited the programme from those who went before 
me, and I have carried it on, virtually unchanged, for 
quite a few years. I believe that the programme is a 
very real asset for our Area, but the time is right now 
for a change. 

The process is very straightforward. I receive walk 
programmes from about a dozen sources and collate 
them into one programme on an excel spreadsheet.  I 
update the text which is primarily changing the details 
of group and area officers as new people take over from 
old. There are some other things I do to try and mould 
the individual programmes into a more balanced area 
programme. For instance trying to avoid more than one 
walk from the same location on the same day and 
balancing the number of walks say on a Sunday where 
on one week we may have significantly more walks than 
on the next week. 

There is a printer who is well used to how our system 
works based on the Pocklington Airfield estate. Most of 
my dealings with them is via e-mail. 

Roy Hunt

Ramblers Big Pathwatch Project  

It started on 13th July with a six month target to survey 
every right of way in England and Wales. Information on 
how to get involved was featured in summer’s Walk 
magazine, received national media coverage and has been 
a constant on both Ramblers and our Area website. 

Quite a few of our members registered and have been 
surveying rights of way through the summer. More work 
remains to complete this ambitious and important task. 
Whether a regular or casual walker, please consider 
volunteering a bit of your time to assess path conditions 
in our area. Full information can be read at 

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/join-the-big-
pathwatch.aspx

!

A New Bridleway Near Helmsley  
By the time you read this some of you may have observed 
a new bridleway signed to the east of Helmsley.  If you go 
east on the route by the Youth Hostel, you pass through 
two gates, at the second gate at SE623843, you should 
see a new sign post with 3 fingers.  One points back the 
way you have come; another points east signed “Pockley” 
and the third is signed “Riccal Dale”.  It points north east 
to a corner of the field at SE625 847 where there is a new 
gate.  Through the gate there is a clear track north which 
bends to the north west and there are three tracks, two 
newly made.  Take the left hand one up the hill and 
almost at the top there are waymark posts as the route 
goes up hill to the right and comes to a gate at 
SE622849.  Through the gate, take the track left leaving a 
hedge on your right, just above contour 100m and to spot 
height 107m.  Here it joins Monk Gardens Lane and 
continues east then north before a sharp turn to the right 
and joins the public footpath from Rea Garth Farm (a 
ruin).  The photo below shows the gate and way mark. - 
Chris Bush 
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Walking Holiday in the Lakes -  May 2016 
The Pocklington Group are indeed repeating the holiday 
at Patterdale next year from Sunday 22nd May to Friday 
27th May 2016.  

Hotel Details and Cost 
The hotel offers incredible value for money and I have 
again negotiated a very good rate for us. Details are as 
follows: 
• The cost per person would be £175 for a twin or 

double ‘Patterdale’ room with en suite, or £185 with 
a twin or double ‘Lakeland’ room with en suite.  

• The price quoted is for 5 night’s dinner, bed and 
breakfast. 

• There are very few single rooms, and you need to 
be aware that single occupancy of any room for 
two would cost double the negotiated rate. 

• Anybody who is interested needs to book directly 
with the hotel (phone on 08448 11 55 80, a LoCall 
number). To ensure you do not pay more than the 
special rate, quote ‘Pocklington Ramblers’ and do 
not book online. 

• A £50 non- refundable deposit per person is 
required by the hotel. 

• Full details of the hotel can be viewed on the 
website http://www.patterdalehotel.co.uk. 

As bookings are made directly with the hotel, early 
booking is recommended to ensure your place. You are 
welcome to bring friends, partners or spouses (they do 
not have to be Ramblers members) 

Interested-What to do Next 
1. Book directly with the hotel by telephone 
2. When you have booked please contact me so I 

know who is going (so I can plan what we need to 
do regarding organisation, and I can also send you 
any relevant information relating to this holiday) 

Martin Hill phone 01377 270731  e-mail: 
mph60@btinternet.com

Health Walks and Short Walks  
A 3-5 mile ‘easy’ Ramblers walk can attract new members 
including walkers who started out with a health walk and 
are looking for a new challenge. Short walks help 
Ramblers members to keep walking if they can’t manage 
a longer walk due to age, being unwell, or just being 
busy! There are already quite a few 3-5 mile ‘easy’ and 
‘leisurely’ walks running successfully in North Yorkshire. 

Good links with a health walk can help walkers feel 
confident to move between health walks and Ramblers, 
whether they are getting fitter or want to try something 
easier.  

One walker told us “when I was recovering from a heart 
attack, the health walks were a lifesaver, literally! I was 
able walk at my own pace, keeping me active and 
stopping me from being stuck indoors. Now I’m back 
walking with my Ramblers group, on a 3 mile walk, and 
feeling fitter every day.” 

Ramblers have some extra help available if your group are 
interested in starting a short walk, or want to link up with 
your local health walk. Clara Jones is a member of staff at 
Ramblers who is here to help groups do this. 

Clara told us:  “There are new toolkits full of tried and 
tested ideas from Ramblers groups and a special discount 
leaflet for new members coming from a health walk” 

See the toolkits on the Ramblers website: 

www.ramblers.org.uk/successful-short-walks-and-health-
walk-links. 

Are you are a walk leader or walker interested in short 
walks? Or do you want to find out more about 
volunteering to help start a short walk or link with health 
walks? Please contact your group chair or secretary and 
let them know you are interested in trying short walks or 
to get involved. 

If you are a group chair or secretary and would like to 
know more about what Ramblers can do to help, please 
email clara.jones@ramblers.org.uk or call 020 7339 8590.

Ken Fletcher 

After a period in Scarborough Hall Care Home and St Catherine’s Hospice it’s with 
great sadness we announce the death of Ken Fletcher at the age of 76. 

Ken was a stalwart of Ryedale Ramblers acting as secretary for several years.  Ken 
lived at Kirkbymoorside during his retirement years, and his knowledge of the North 
Yorkshire Moors surpassed any others. When leading his walks Ken was infamous 
for saying “it’s all down hill now” when in fact his rambling friends knew he really 
meant, there’s more hills to climb.  Ken led many walks for Ryedale, Scarborough, 
and Pocklington Groups, he was energetic, cheerful and a great companion, he will 
be sadly missed by one and all. 

Ken’s ashes were spread at his favourite place of Stork House in Bransdale, a fitting 
end to his wonderful walking years.
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Behind Enemy Lines in 1944 
The following letter appeared in the summer edition of 
Walk the Magazine, from Bill Heppell who for many years 
walked with the York Ramblers and Amblers. 

“Paul Lamarra might be surprised when he wrote that 
Greece’s Pindus mountains were home to resistance 
fighters in WWII, that a reader could recall those days 
(spring edition p72).  In 1944, as part of the Special 
Operations Executive (SOE) I lived with eight others in a 
village about 40 miles north of Paul’s Evritania walk.  I 
had spent a brief time with Marshal Tito and learned 
some Serbo-Croat but no Greek, and my school French 
came in handy.  We trained the Greek resistance and 
harassed the enemy; my particular task was ambushing 
small enemy convoys and blowing up bridges.  We walked 
considerable distances carrying our gear in Bergens and 
sleeping out; fortunately 1944 was a warm summer.  We 
attacked the enemy until they withdrew to Albania.

Footpath Maintenance Volunteers Needed  
Following a very successful period of 10 years work with a small group of dedicated volunteers from the Beverley 
 area and further afield initiated by Ivor Jones and Ken Russ, we have decided that we can achieve “more for less” 
with a revised approach.  James Taylor will be spending more time on nature reserve management with the odd day 
with volunteers when a bigger project requires his vehicle and trailer. 

The new system will build on the interest of those in The Ramblers who wish to carry out small scale practical projects 
on site on their own, with less support from Officers of the Countryside Access Team.  It will still be important for us 
to “approve” the work that you wish to undertake and that we can “supervise” from a distance. We do have access to 
a competitive  framework contract that ensures larger items such as gates and bridges are constructed at good value, 
but sometimes these just require a basic repair.  Overall we should be able to achieve more by working together in 
this way. 

We will be looking for small groups of volunteers, possibly two and threes who can travel to sites with tools and carry 
out more basic tasks with less supervision than previous, but the tasks will generally be easier, requiring less skill and 
less supervision than the existing project. The type of task that we wish you to carry out are vegetation clearance 
around structures and signs to make these more accessible & more visible.  Winter vegetation clearance on routes 
where brambles and hedges frequently obstruct routes in the summer period.  Way marking of routes, including 
installation of posts. Small tasks in remote areas, where access might be difficult 

It is anticipated that by doing this we can save on our staff costs, but at the same time work with more volunteers 
than previously, with groups working in our three areas, and the National Trail. The following will be collating odd jobs 
that can be done by these smaller groups, and will be approving repair work that you may identify yourselves when 
carrying out surveys, or when walking for leisure. 

Area Volunteer Support Contact Details                                               
West of the county Lesley Whitehead e-mail: lesley.whitehead@eastriding.gov.uk  01482 395205                            
Centre of the county Simon Parker e-mail: simon.parker@eastriding.gov.uk 01482 395204                               
East of the county Andrew Chudley e-mail  andrew.chudley@eastriding.gov.uk 01482 395203                               
Yorkshire Wolds Way Samantha Mcgivern e-mail: samantha.mcgivern@eastriding.gov.uk  01482 395202                      

The new arrangements can begin as soon as small groups wish to get started, with the monthly project coming to an 
end in December 2015. There is no compulsion on volunteers in the Ramblers and it will be up to individuals to step 
up and volunteer within their local areas. We would be looking to reimburse travelling expenses, and provide basic 
hand tools. I would also like to stress that we are not trying to push our statutory duties onto you, but to work 
together to get more routes open to a better standard.  

Patrick Wharam 
Public Rights of Way (Maintenance) Countryside Sites, East Riding of Yorkshire Council   
e-mail: patrick.wharam@eastriding.gov.uk phone 01482 395201 

If you wish to volunteer to help with footpath maintenance and work in small groups within 
your region of East Yorkshire, please give your name to your group secretary.

Damage to a Green Lane by 4 Wheel Drive 
Vehicles 
Photo shows damage to Garton Balk green lane, near 
Driffield, by four wheel-drive vehicles.   Action by the East 
Yorkshire & Hull Local Access Forum has just resulted in a 
traffic restraining order being taken out by East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council, prohibiting the use of four wheel-drive 
vehicles in this lane for a specified period. - Peter Ayling 
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E-mail not Snail-mail 
Thank you if you have already signed up for e-mail documents. Instead of having the documents in the 3 annual mail 
shots sent to you by post, please consider having them sent as email attachments. 

If you are put off because you like to have the walks booklet as a ‘proper’ book, arrangements could be made for you 
to collect one on a walk, whilst receiving the rest of the documents by email. Spare walks booklets are available from 
most walks secretaries, from  Roy Hunt, or from the Area membership secretary. Give it a try, and if you don’t like it 
you can always revert back to hard copies. 

To opt for email attachments, send your request to  areamembers2@hotmail.com or alternatively use the contact form 
on the Area website by clicking the ‘Members’ tab on the homepage and selecting ‘Electronic Mail-shot of Newsletters 
etc.’

A Presidential Visit to York and a Taste of TV Filming 
On Monday 10th August, I met Kate Ashbrook, the national President of the Ramblers Association and  Chief Executive 
of the Open Spaces Society at York station. She had been invited by Tom Halstead to take part in the filming the 
following day of a BBC programme about the creation of coastal access in Yorkshire. After lunch Tom drove Kate 
and me to Thixendale, to explore some open access land.  We enjoyed the delights of the Wolds Way to the beginning 
of Vessey Pasture Dale, so we could complete a PathWatch square. After retracing our steps to Water Dale we walked 
along the rim of the dale to Dimple Hole on open access land.  After a brief soaking we crossed the road and climbed 
up by the Queen Dikes.  In 2004, evidence presented by our Area’s access team at a hearing, persuaded the inspector 
to disallow the Halifax Estate’s appeal against mapping this part of the dale as open access.  We returned to the car 
via Milham Dale and Thixendale, picking mushrooms en route. It was a delightful afternoon. 

On Tuesday, Geoff Richardson drove Tom, Kate, George Malcolm and me to the coast at Aldbrough, south of Hornsea. 
There we met five more members: Martin and Jenny Biggs, Peter Ayling, Ivor Jones and Tony Corrigan, who had 
helped Tom over the last nine years, to devise a route for a coastal path between Filey Brigg to Kilnsea.   Ramblers’ 
proposals for this stretch have been submitted to Natural England.  

We met up with Lucy Smickersgill who is producing the film for the BBC TV magazine programme “Inside Out”.  She 
had already filmed our walk led by George from Flamborough in June and today she wanted to film a couple of 
interviews and a group of Ramblers walking along a path that is not a right of way, but which is an existing used path 
that will form part of the English Coast Path (due to be rolled out along this stretch of the coast in 2016).  Sadly there 
was no trailer for us to get made up and into costume before filming! 

We set off on the slowest and shortest Ramblers' walk ever - 2km in 2 hours. We were filmed getting ready at the 
start, with Tom telling us where we were going: then we went back and did it again, and a third time.  We strolled 
along the cliff top, admiring the coast and the cliffs that were falling onto the beach, then were sent back to do it 
again, this time because there was a fly on the camera lens, and then because the sun suddenly came out.  There 
were some exotic shots of people's boots and legs filmed at ground level as we battled through thistles on the part of 
the route where there was no path. The aim was to show some of the problems walkers currently face in attempting to 
walk along the coast. 

BBC “Inside Out” film crew and Ramblers at Aldbrough 
We were eventually allowed to stop for lunch, and this was when Tom and then Kate were interviewed explaining why 
coastal access and a continuous coast path was a “good thing”.  We then strolled back in the warm breeze, while the 
camera man shot more footage of the cliffs and the beach. 
The whole exercise was very relaxed, and will be very good publicity for the Ramblers and the coastal path.  The 
presenter will be Paul Hudson (the weatherman) and Lucy has used a camera on a drone to film him standing on 
Spurn Head. You can’t wait to see it?  The programme is planned to be broadcast during the second week in 
September. - Ian Reavill, York Group
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Trailtrekker Gold! 
Congratulations to the 8 members of Get Your Boots On who completed the 
Oxfam Trailtrekker challenge on 22/23 August. This 64 mile route through the 
Yorkshire Dales is a gruelling feat at the best of times, but when an apocalyptic 
thunderstorm hit during the middle of the night it gave a whole new meaning 
to the word "challenge".  Out of 117 complete teams that started the trek, only 
28 completed it with all four members still walking, and both GYBO teams were 
among those who managed this incredible achievement – 8 Feet, No Defeat 
(Stephen Down, Hazel McBride, Richard Hawkins and Stephen Ratcliffe) crossed 
the finish line after 27h41m, putting them in 6th place overall, and Blister Act 
(Karen Travis, Nikki Beckett, Emma Triffit and Lorna Aitken) completed it in 
30h58m, putting them in 18th place overall, and 3rd out of the all-women 
teams. 

And as well as the gold medal and the satisfaction of an immense challenge 
completed, the two teams between them have raised over £6000 for Oxfam to 
support their vital work around the world. The two teams want to thank all 
their friends and family who supported, encouraged and sponsored them, but 
none more than their fantastic support crews who turned out for them at every 
checkpoint with chairs, food, drink, clean socks, foot baths, and even fancy 
dress costumes and fairy lights! 

This is an annual event, so keep an eye out on www.oxfam.org.uk/trailtrekker if you want to take on the challenge 
yourself , or if you want to be involved in this inspiring event but don't feel up to the trek, Oxfam are always looking 
for volunteers to help keep the walkers fed and watered at the checkpoints.  We hope to see lots of you there in 2016! 
- Stephen Down GYBO

Pocklington Group at Patterdale May 2015 
Pocklington Group members, plus guests from other groups and a 
few non – members, totalling 50, enjoyed a 5 day walking holiday 
in the Lake District, staying at the Patterdale Hotel between 10th 
and 15th May. Suggested by Martin Hill, Walks Secretary, it was 
hoped a couple of dozen people could be persuaded to sign up. 
Significant interest followed by firm bookings, surprised and 
delighted everyone. Martin’s work really started in recruiting 
volunteer leaders, identifying routes and preparing a variable walks 
programme. 

For the first briefing, 26 walks had been suggested [later added to] 
by 12 Leaders and this enabled a programme of 5 walks [3 high 
level and 2 low level] for each day - a major caveat being prevailing 
weather conditions. So it proved to be! – Gale force winds resulted 
in some programme rearrangement on two days, but no walks 
were lost and everyone had an opportunity to do walks of their 

choice. 

Hotel facilities were ideally suited for the group - restaurant service was efficient; a 
good selection of meals; pleasant dining room staff; and plenty of time after dinner in 
the bar and coffee lounge for comparing notes and experiences. Area’s website has a 
gallery of photographs from various walks and is worth a look. 

Grisedale Beck [above] had a modern sculpture across it, namely a temporary bridge, 
constructed entirely from sheets of paper without glue, staples or other affixing agent. 
It was strong enough to withstand the elements and walkers crossing it. After being 
exhibited the paper bridge was to be recycled. Striding Edge [left] was eventually 
walked and for those unfamiliar with it here is a walker’s view, having successfully 
crossed it. 

Everyone enjoyed an excellent selection of walks, friendship, food, hotel facilities and 
hospitality. Although windy weather conditions were disruptive, it was dry and the views 
were superb with the upper fells mainly clear of cloud.  Conclusion - it was a very 
successful week - perhaps to be repeated in 2016.  

Photographs courtesy of Tony Corrigan and Di Barrett
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