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Ramblers’ Database 
Occasionally your group committee may want to 
send out an electronic message to all members 
who have email addresses as this is the quickest 
and cheapest way of reaching everyone. 
However, only about 50% of us have supplied 
Ramblers with an email address, or have not 
updated details when changing the address. 
It would be a great help to our communication 
efficiency if you would let Ramblers have your 
address. You will not be bombarded by emails, as 
anyone who has supplied their address already 
will tell you. 
Please update your details by emailing Ramblers 
at membership@ramblers.org.uk or phone 
0207339-8595 during office hours. It would be 
useful to quote your membership number, which 
is on your membership card. 
Marilyn Skelton, Area Membership Secretary

From Area President Peter Ayling  
First, the final route of the England Coast Path in our Area is close 
to being chosen by Natural England. Tom Halstead and volunteers 
have surveyed the coast and estuary up to the Humber Bridge, 
and Tom wrote the reports that included the Ramblers’ preferred 
route, for submission to NE. This comes eight years after the 
Marine & Coastal Act of 2009 included provision for a coastal path, 
but the idea for such a path has been around for some time – for 
example, an article in the Area files from the Hull Daily Mail of 
1966 described talks between Area representatives and East Riding 
County Council  about a “coast walk route.” (The previous item in 
these files describes another vital campaign to secure publication 
of the definitive rights of way map of the East Riding and to 
protest  about the omission of 100s of rights of way - a deputation 
including Tom Stephenson, Secretary of the Ramblers Association, 
and David Rubinstein, our Area Secretary, was received in the 
Commons by the responsible Minister, after an introduction by two 
local MPs.) 

Tom took over in 2005 from our first Access Officer Martin Biggs, 
who had from 2000 led a large number of  volunteers working in 
the field, and a team including Tom, Sonia Donaghy, Cathy Odell 
and her late husband Brian, who worked through the mapping 
procedures under the Countryside & Rights of Way (CROW) Act 
2000. The team submitted reports at several stages of consultation 
for each parcel of access land, took part in the inspection of the 
land, and the public inquiries under HM Inspectors.  The results 
are there for posterity in yellow brown on your OS maps. 

An unfortunate provision of the CROW Act has led to one of the 
major challenges facing the Ramblers: pre -1949 paths not on 
official maps must be recorded by 2026 or be lost forever. This 
especially applies to urban alleyways and short cuts assumed to be 
already officially recorded. Time is moving on, please do contact 
your Group footpath officer if you could contribute to this essential 
research. 

Another pressing matter: our Area contributed to the motion 
passed at this year’s General Council at Southampton, calling for 
guidance on dealing with proposals from cyclists for shared use of 
footpaths. West Riding’s motion to oppose all such shared use was 
passed with a smaller majority. A working party has been set up, 
including a West Riding member, to produce such guidance (I was 
unable to accept an invitation to participate). By chance, one of 
the Hampshire members on the GC welcome desk was Richard 
Kenchington, author of the “Derwent Way”, and a great footpath 
worker here in the 1970s: Richard helped negotiate with the 
Garrowby Estate on an almost daily basis to secure a reasonable 
outcome for the footpaths claimed on the estate. 

Finally, the most interesting book I have read on the countryside in 
recent months is “The Bee Quest”, by Dave Goulson, Prof at 
Sussex. The title doesn’t do justice to the scope of this profound 
book: it starts out as a worldwide quest for rare bees, but ends up 
forcing you to consider how we are all responsible for the future of 
our planet.

The England Coast Path is on track to be 
completed by 2020. With a projected total length 
of  2790 miles, it will form a national trail and for 
the first time it gives people in England the right 
of access to the coast.  Hundreds of Ramblers 
volunteers are playing a part in its creation.
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Report from the Area Chairman - Roy Hunt 

Since the last edition of Area News much has happened. The walks programme continues to be well supported by our 
walks leaders and walkers alike. Hull and Holderness Group has put on a number of “storyteller” walks to support Hull 
City of Culture celebrations and the latest Area camping trip, run by Harry Whitehouse, was very well supported by 
campers and non-campers alike. Our thanks to Wayne and Donna Dosdale who have stepped forward to arrange future 
trips with Harry’s help. 

Tom Halstead’s Resignation 
For many years Tom has been one of the stalwarts of our Area. His work in many areas has been outstanding. I will list 
just two, his work on Open Access and the Coastal Path. Tom is currently Area Secretary and Area Access Officer. His 
resignation is due to him moving to another part of the country for family reasons.  These are very large boots to fill, 
but fill them we must.  Could I ask everyone to consider whether you could fill either of these positions and to contact 
me if you feel able. 

Use of Social Media 
I have seen two reports recently about the use of Social Media by Ramblers Groups. One came from Central Office who 
suggested that we are perhaps losing out in recruiting new members who are attracted to independent walking groups 
via their use of social media, in particular Facebook. At our last Area Council meeting Stephen Down, Chair of our 
nominally 20’s to 40’s Group, GYBO, presented a paper encouraging all Groups to consider using social media to attract 
new members and improve communication with existing members.  Stephen made a number of strong arguments 
based on the success of GYBO over recent years. Facebook, as an example, allows members to communicate on a 
more personal level than a web page, it allows new members to ask questions and can be seen as more welcoming 
than a letter of introduction. In terms of recruitment it allows group members to add each other as friends, which 
makes it easier for newer members to make friendships that go beyond just seeing people on walks. It was agreed by 
Area Council that we would ask all of our Groups to consider the use of Social Media to promote their activities. 

Visit of our Chief Executive 
Last month we received a visit from our Chief Executive, Vanessa Griffiths, who has been in post a little over six 
months. The primary purpose of her visit was to meet the Scarborough Group footpath work party, led by Les Atkinson,  
who have been doing sterling work to maintain footpaths and bridges in conjunction with the North York Moors 
National Park Authority.  Vanessa was accompanied by the Vice Chair of Ramblers, Kate Ashbrook, who is well known 
to our Area, and Simon Kellas, the newly appointed manager responsible for governance. 

In the afternoon, Ann Laing led a 5 mile walk from Fridaythorpe where we were met by the Trail Manager for the 
Yorkshire Wolds Way, Malcolm Hodgson, and our President, Peter Ayling and our Treasurer, George Malcolm. The walk 
covered a section of the Wolds Way, showcasing two of our dry-bottomed valleys that are such a distinctive part of the 
trail. In the evening our visitors attended our Area Council meeting after which we were able to ask questions about 
national strategy. Kate Ashbrook has produced a blog that describes the visit, and can be found at  
https://campaignerkate.wordpress.com/2017/08/05/fun-part-of-the-job/amp/. 

North Yorkshire County Council – Request for Help 
Last month I attended a meeting to discuss potential help that Ramblers could give on footpath maintenance. We 
discussed three ways where our members might be able to help: 
1) To assist them in validating reports they receive on new footpath issues, for instance to determine whether the 

issue had already been resolved (perhaps by the land owner), what resolution would be required if any, and what 
level of priority should be assigned. 

2) To examine the backlog of work to understand whether the issues had been resolved, to ascertain the work 
required and level of priority. 

3) To provide assistance to NYCC to repair lower level footpath issues. 

If anyone feels that they have the time to assist NYCC in any of the above work, could you please email me and I will 
set up a meeting to pursue the request. My email is roy_hunt@btinternet.com. 

Walking for Health (WfH) 
Earlier this month I attended a meeting of the stakeholders of the Walking for Health scheme in the North East. We 
were told that Macmillan Cancer Support will be withdrawing funding for the scheme next year, although they wished 
to remain involved. Thus, the meeting was about how to move forward with funding and organisation. 
The meeting concluded with three recommendations for our Central Office to follow: 
1) To secure funding from appropriate resources so that the cost of running WfH does not fall on Ramblers members. 
2) To establish a national framework for WfH. At present the way WfH works across the UK is fairly fragmented. 
3) To establish a national marketing campaign to extend the knowledge and understanding of WfH across the UK.
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Greeting Other Walkers - A light hearted look at Ramblers etiquette 

Ramblers are, on the whole, a friendly and courteous lot. We can all think of odd exceptions of course; some people 
are painfully shy, others grumpy and some downright rude, but they are thankfully a minority. 

In my experience of walking alone or in a group of 2 or 3, it is usual to greet other walkers. The type of greeting varies 
depending on the location. It seems to me that the enthusiasm and extent of the greeting is more or less directly 
proportional to the distance from urban hubs and the height above sea level. For example, it would seem silly to say 
‘Hello’ to random individuals while walking along the high street in Keswick or Fort William. However, if walking along a 
footpath a few hundred yards away it would be acceptable to greet someone passing by with a nod and smile. A mile 
or two further from the town and a few hundred feet higher the usual greeting would be ‘Hello’ and even ‘Nice Day’ or 
a similar brief comment. Over 1000 feet one is inclined to extend the greeting to a cheery ‘Hello’ along with an 
observation about the view or the weather. This also gives an excuse to stop if going up hill and for those descending 
to offer encouragement along the lines of ‘it’s not far now’. If the speaker has a regional accent this can lead to a 
conversation about where they live, how long they are visiting the area etc, without getting too carried away. 

When  in the realms of high level walking or in very remote areas, the sky is the limit as far as socialising goes. I 
remember once setting off to climb Ben Venue, a peak of over 2000 feet in the Trossachs. It was one of those days 
when the weather at ground level was a bit drizzly but was forecast to clear. Except it didn't. My companion and I 
approached the summit in heavy rain and fog, having seen no one on the way up only to be startled by a lone figure 
emerging from the mist. We greeted each other like long lost friends, ate our packed lunches together and departed 
having given each other our life histories. 

Walking in larger groups is different and one cannot expect a passing walker to say ‘Hello’ twenty times (although it 
does happen sometimes!) A witty remark, like ‘here’s another coach party’ is acceptable and can raise a smile. When 
passing through gates or over stiles it is courteous for group members to give way to individual walkers, although some 
individuals are happy to let the whole group pass. This earns lots of thanks, far out of proportion to the effort involved 
– a win/win situation for all concerned. 

Life becomes really interesting when two large groups pass. Everyone tends to talk at once, eager to know where the 
other group is from and which route they are taking. Some points scoring is inevitable – ‘we are walking 11 miles, they 
are only walking 8 miles’ etc and if one group is ‘local’ members can give advice to the visitors. Once the other group 
has passed the leader will want to do a head count to ensure the group has not lost or acquired any members, a 
situation not unheard of especially if both groups are local and members know each other! 

Exceptions to these customs can arise when the route is very popular, for example the tourist routes up Snowdon or 
Ben Nevis when greetings can be less enthusiastic, and also when dogs are present. Dog owners are either keen to 
admire other dogs or to keep their dogs apart, both of which can lead to prolonged exchanges with other walkers. 

Happy Rambling! - Tricia Mumford, Scarborough Group Rambles Secretary

Howardian Hills AONB update 
Work has been taking place in this Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) this year to encourage the public to venture into the 
countryside. The company iFootpath (app available for handheld 
phones and tablets) were commissioned by the AONB to develop 6 
easy countryside routes within the AONB. These routes and others 
in our area can now be found at www.ifootpath.com and pdf 
leaflets of these walk routes are also available as a download to 
print at www.howardianhills.org.uk The AONB Manager Paul 
Jackson has been recording the distances marked on all roadside 
fingerposts in the AONB as this information has not previously been 
recorded. 

It was decided this year that money should be spent in four target 
parishes to replace and repair as necessary 24 roadside finger 
posts. These are in the parishes of Crayke, Nunnington, Welburn 
and Hovingham. In addition work would take place using the NYM 
National Park Apprentice Team concentrating on repairing gates and 
stiles which have been reported to NYCC by members of the public.  
This work would form part of a public rights of way improvement 
plan in the Howardian Hills which the HH AONB are funding. 

Phil Catterall, Ramblers Representative Howardian Hills Joint 
Advisory Committee
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Contributions to Area News should be sent to Marian Thomas by 1st December 2017
46 Boothgate Drive, Howden, DN14 7EW, or email thomas.marian@btinternet.com
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Book Review: The Yorkshire Wolds – a journey of discovery by Colin and Fleur Speakman 
It is rare for Area News to contain book reviews, but this is a rather special 
book.  As the title implies, it is a journey of discovery across much of our area.  
It should be read by anyone who aspires to understand the geography of a 
large part of “our” Area.  I have met (in the past) some members who would 
not join walks in the Wolds.  I hope this is no longer true! 
The process of route finding and joining a walk in this fascinating area is an 
enjoyable process in itself.  Reading this book will give much background to the 
result – which can be shared with other walkers.  Indeed, I suspect that many 
of our newer members expect more than just a description of the route.  This 
book provides an insight into the features both of the landscape and the towns 
and cities in and around the Wolds.  The book is up to date, having been 
completed earlier this year and launched in early May at Beverley, attended by 
myself and Area Chairman Roy and his wife, along with civic people and the 
chairman of East Yorkshire Motor Services, as the book contains information 
too about bus services they provide. 
There are 10 chapters in all and each chapter covers one of the towns and 
their environs.  It is organised clockwise round the Yorkshire Wolds, and 
contains some excellent pictures of the area – including members of Beverley 
Group.  It is available online and from Beverley Tourist Information Centre, 
Burnby Hall Gardens and other bookshops.  Or from the publisher, 
www.gritstone.coop.         Chris Bush

Routes & Roots 
As part of our celebration of Hull as City of Culture 2017, we got together with Hull Storytellers group and organised an 
innovative programme of story walks during May. There was an afternoon of children’s tales around the old town and 
harbour; a walk from Cottingham across the fields that have been fought over for centuries because of their water 
sources; a fisherfolk walk down to Hessle Road; a river walk east to the new Siemens factory exploring the history of 
Victoria Dock; and a walk with poems and local history around Withernsea. A few ordinary rambles were on as well, at 
Skidby, Welton and Withernsea. The walks were very well attended (nearly 50 turned up at Withernsea!) and brought 
together a mixture of people interested in walks, history and stories. We hope it raised awareness of the Ramblers 
among new people. Thanks to Elaine Tague for planning and organising. 

Liverpool Ramblers visit 
Liverpool having been European Capital of Culture, the local Ramblers group were keen to see how Hull was doing, so 
they brought a coach load to Hull on June 17th for a tour. Despite being diverted due to roadworks, they arrived in 
good spirits as they had 
enjoyed driving across the 
Humber Bridge! A very 
friendly crowd followed us 
on two walks – a longer one 
to St Andrew’s Dock and 
Hessle Road, then back to 
the city centre, and a 
shorter walk zig zagging 
around the many attractions 
of old town, harbour and 
centre. A bonus was 
bumping into Alec Gill at 
the History Centre, who 
promptly offered a tour of 
the photographic exhibition 
he had organised.  

While squeezing through 
the crowds in Queen’s 
Gardens attracted by the churches’ Feed the 5,000 festival, one of the visitors was presented with a plastic bag full of 
goodies. At the end of the walk she produced lots (not quite 5,000) of knitted fish to distribute to the group. The high 
point for Liverpudlians, though, was the European emigrants statue at Island Wharf – because an identical statue 
stands on the waterfront in Liverpool!  

Steve Lack, Chair, Hull & Holderness Group
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