
Area Council minutes 2016-10-04 page 1 

East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
DRAFT Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 4 October 2016 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, David Court, Stephen Down, Tom Halstead, Ann 
Laing, George Malcolm, Ian Reavill, Geoff Richardson, Terry Strickland, Eric Wright 

Apologies: Tony Ashbridge, Phil Catterall, Steve Lack, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Marilyn Skelton, Elaine Tague, 
Marian Thomas, Phil Trafford, Sally White, Dany Wlodarczyk 

AC 39/16 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted with the correction of one member’s name. 

AC 40/16 Matters arising 

Item 35d/16: The path alongside Driffield Canal is contracted to be cut twice a year, but one cut was delayed 
due to bad weather, but this was subsequently rectified. 

We have been unable to contact Sir Hugh Bayley to see if he is willing to continue as a vice-president. There 
is a query over whether vice-presidents should be required to be members; it is believed that neither Hugh 
Bayley nor Roy Dresser are members. Action: Roy Hunt to investigate. 

Across all walks led during the Walkabout festival, only two people attended because of the festival. There 
was no evident publicity for the festival. 

Kate Ashbrook has agreed to speak at the 2017 AGM, which will be hosted by the Pocklington group at 
Burnby Hall. 

Frank Hobson, vice-president from 1994 to 2000, has passed away. 

AC 41/16 Footpath issues 

a) Centenary Way 

The Centenary Way between York and Strensall is in poor condition. Eric Wright to contact David Nunns 
about reporting this issue to CYC. 

b) Kirby Misperton 

David Nunns has no further updates on this project. 

c) Kirkham level crossing 

The foot crossing over the railway near Kirkham has been closed and the footpath diverted over the level 
crossing. Network Rail agreed to mark a footpath on the road crossing as mitigation, but as yet there has 
been no work carried out. 

AC 42/16 Area and group reports 

Reports provided by the treasurer, Scarborough group and Get Your Boots On were presented as circulated. 
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a) Countryside 

The Humber Bridge Board is looking to install a lift and viewing platform, which is believed to be linked to a 
planned development. ERYC countryside officers have lodged an objection to the development as it severs a 
footpath. 

b) Footpaths 

Progress on footpath 11 in Goole is currently in abeyance. 

There has been no progress on appointing a footpath officer, but there was no decision over whether this 
was necessary or whether the current arrangements were satisfactory. Tony Corrigan noted concern over a 
lack of oversight and coordination if there is no single person in that role. Nationally it is increasingly 
difficult to recruit to area roles. 

c) Webmaster 

The website is popular and attracting new members. The number of hits continues to increase year-on-year. 

d) Membership 

Membership is continuing to decrease faster than the national rate. However, affiliated groups and non-
Ramblers groups are thriving; CHA has recently advertised and this has been successful in attracting new 
members. 

There has been a lack of drive nationally to increase membership. The Ramblers needs to have better 
publicity and marketing, and to promote itself and take greater credit for its success and achievements. Poor 
communications from Central Office have hampered areas in promoting the organisation as they are not 
always informed of events that are taking place. 

e) Coastal access 

Plans from Natural England lacked key volunteer roles, but that is now being resolved around East Riding 
and Humber. Relationships are developing, and progress is going well. 

AC 43/16 Correspondence 

A letter has been received from the interim CEO. A new CEO has been appointed, who has experience of 
similar organisations with high membership numbers. 

AC 44/16 Any other business 

a) AGM and reports 

The date and venue for the AGM have been set. 

Group reports will need to be submitted by mid-November to be included in the annual report. Action: Tom 
Halstead to confirm deadline dates. 

b) Future meetings 

It was agreed that Fimber and Wetwang are centrally located and easy for all members to get to. Moving to 
different venues would lead to some members having considerably longer journeys on some occasions, 
which is likely to discourage them from attending, and could lead to confusion over the venue location. 
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Dates for 2017 set: 21 February (Wetwang), 9 May (Fimber), 18 July (Fimber), 17 October (Wetwang) and 
12 December (Wetwang). 

c) Communications 

Rumours have been heard circulating that the Ryedale and York groups are planning to merge. There is no 
truth to this rumour! 

Positive feedback has been received on the new Walk magazine format. 

Some members have reported that they do not like the area newsletter being printed on glossy paper, and 
also that they would prefer it in a more compact A5 format. The recent issue was seen as wordy and with a 
bias towards obituaries; while we want to recognise the impact and work of past members, it may be 
appropriate to only include obituaries for members who have had a significant role outside their own group. 
Marian would welcome more photos for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Roy Hunt to attend as many group AGMs as possible. Any groups whose AGM is not listed in the walks 
programme should contact Roy with details. 

d) Transpennine Trail 

The Transpennine Trail AGM will be taking place in Widnes on 18 October. Any volunteers to attend would 
be welcome. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 13 December, 7.30pm, at Wetwang village hall. 


