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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 12 October 2017 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, Bob Dealey, Stephen Down, Tom Halstead, Martin 
Hill, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Marian Thomas, Harry Whitehouse 

Apologies: Geoff Bogg, Steve Lack, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Ian Reavill, Geoff Richardson, Marilyn Skelton, 
Phil Trafford 

AC 25/17 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. It was noted that page 2, line 3, should read 
“significantly reduce printing”. 

AC 26/17 Matters arising 

The Beverley, Pocklington and Hull & Holderness groups will be involved with the heritage walk at Sancton 
on 6 May. A meeting was held with the organisers to look at logistics. Church insurance will cover the whole 
event. 

Area Council will need to decide if we want to have a representative on the Trans-Pennine Trail. It was 
suggested that we raise it at the AGM and ask for volunteers. 

AC 27/17 Area and group reports 

No group reports were provided. 

a) Treasurer 

Central Office has reduced our funding allocation as we have a surplus that is more than 100% of our 
expenditure. This is not expected to cause any problems this year. Most groups also have a surplus. 

The Minster Way booklet is now in profit. Peter to thank Ray Wallis at the AGM. 

b) Footpaths 

The report by the Cycling on Footpaths working party has now been published, as reported in the letter from 
the chief executive. We submitted a motion to General Council to oppose a general relaxation to allow 
cyclists to use footpaths, while recognising that there could be some exceptions where that would be 
appropriate. This is expected to go forward as a collaborative motion as several other areas submitted 
similar motions. So far, Sustrans have taken a prominent role in this campaign and are pushing for wider 
access for cyclists; Ramblers have been quiet on the issue. It was suggested we keep up pressure on Central 
Office to promote the viewpoints of walkers. 

c) Communications Working Party 

A follow-up meeting was held on 16 November. Marilyn has produced a report for group membership 
secretaries on how this will work. The first recommendation was that, from 1 January 2018, all new 
members who gave an email address would be registered for electronic communications only, unless they 
requested paper copies. 
This recommendation was unanimously approved. 

There has been a good response from Pocklington group, with 27% of members now signed up to electronic 
communications. Martin suggested that we ask Central Office to include all contact details on members’ 
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renewal notices, with a prompt to update any that have changed, as it is likely that many members may be 
unaware if they do not have their current email address registered. 

The second recommendation was that notification of the 2019 AGM would be included in the September 
2018 Area News, advising members of the date and that anyone wanting to have a hard copy of the agenda 
posted to them would need to opt in (this would be permanent opt-in). We would then cease the January 
mailshot. Peter noted concern that inactive members may not renew their membership if they do not receive 
the annual report by post. The general consensus was that the annual report was unlikely to be a significant 
factor in such a decision. 
The recommendation was approved with 7 votes in favour and 3 abstentions. 

d) Access 

The report on the coastal path between Easington and Filey Brigg is expected to be published in early 2018, 
with no major hold-ups anticipated. There has been no further update on the section between the Humber 
Bridge and Easington. 

AC 28/17 Correspondence 

NYCC, CYC and NYMNP have produced a report with guidance on fracking and minerals. Our response is 
noted within the report. 

Ramblers has a 10-year strategy and a 3-year plan. Roy is concerned that the plan does not mention 
increasing membership, and is instead focused on fundraising and reforming Central Office. There is a 
proposal for a Ramblers Lottery, run by the People’s Postcode Lottery. It is unclear what this would entail 
and what control we would have over the funding. There was some concern as to whether the Ramblers 
should condone gambling by supporting this lottery. More information is needed before we can make an 
informed decision. 

AC 29/17 Planning for the AGM 

The venue has been booked and catering is being arranged. Central Office have not yet confirmed a speaker. 

a) Nominations for Area Council 

The following members have indicated they are willing to stand for Area Council: 

 Chair: Roy Hunt 
 Secretary: Stephen Down 
 Treasurer: George Malcolm 
 Countryside: Peter Ayling 
 Communications: Ann Laing 
 Area News: Marion Thomas 
 Webmaster: Tony Corrigan 
 President: Peter Ayling 
 Walks Programme: Geoff Richardson (unconfirmed) 
 Membership: Marilyn Skelton (unconfirmed) 
 Footpaths, York/NY: David Nunns (unconfirmed) 

A new member has expressed an interest in standing for Footpaths, Hull/EY. It is not known what his 
background is or whether he has an adequate understanding of the role, responsibilities and legal issues. 
Roy Hunt to contact him and discuss the matter with him, and suggest he talks to David or Tony about what 
the role entails before committing to it. 

We are not currently aware of any volunteers for the following roles: 

 Access 
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 Minutes 
 Publicity 
 Vice-chair 

It is desirable that we fill these posts, and that we know of volunteers in advance of the AGM. 

Hugh Bayley will no longer be a vice-president. Roy Dresser is no longer a Ramblers member, and so if he is 
to remain a vice-president then he will need to be appointed as an honorary life member. 

b) Nominations for General Council 

Ramblers General Council will take place in Bangor on 7/8 April. Delegates should be appointed at the AGM. 
Tom to advise AC members not present of the event. 

AC 30/17 Any other business 

a) Area News 

We are short of items for Area News, so please get in touch with Marion if you have any news to share! 

b) Dates for 2018 

It was proposed that the meeting schedule for 2018 remains the same. This would give the following dates: 

 Tuesday 20 February at Wetwang village hall 
 Tuesday 8 May at Fimber village hall 
 Tuesday 17 July at Fimber village hall 
 Tuesday 16 October at Wetwang village hall 
 Tuesday 11 December at Wetwang village hall 
 AGM:  Saturday 26 January 2019 


