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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 10 May 2016 at Fimber Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Phil Catterall, David Court, Stephen Down, Tom Halstead, Steve Lack, George 
Malcolm, Ian Reavill, Geoffrey Richardson, Terry Strickland, Elaine Tague, Marian Thomas 

Apologies: Tony Ashbridge, Peter Ayling, Chris Bush, Tony Corrigan, Ann Laing, David Nunns, Marilyn 
Skelton, Sally White, Dany Wlodarczyk 

AC 13/16 Minutes of the previous meeting 

In 6/16, it was noted that this work is being carried out by Ryedale Group, not Phil Catterall personally. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Phil Catterall and seconded by Tom Halstead, and 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 

AC 14/16 Matters arising 

In 6/16, enquiries with Ryedale DC are ongoing over the blocked footpath on the factory site. The alternative 
route is not a public right of way, and the developers have not applied for a diversion. 

AC 15/16 Cath Milligan 

We were sorry to hear of the recent passing of Cath Milligan (née Guest), following a 2-year battle with 
cancer. Cath was one of the earliest members of GYBO and was instrumental in ensuring the success of the 
group until she moved to Scotland in 2011. 

A memorial service will be held at Clifton Cricket Club on Saturday 4 June at 10am. 

AC 16/16 Finance report 

We have received another instalment from Central Office, and our balance remains healthy as we have had 
little expenditure. We have reduced our bid to CO and will continue to do so again this year with the 
intention of reducing our reserve to about £8k. 

AC 17/16 Urgent footpath, access and countryside issues 

No urgent issues were reported. 

AC 18/16 General Council and Members Day 

The chair thanked all who were involved in the event and contributed to the successful and smooth running. 
This was echoed by Benedict Southworth (chief executive), and feedback is that this was one of the best 
ever; this is largely thanks to Tom Halstead for his work in organising it. 

About 200 people signed up for Members Day, although only just over half of them attended, which was 
disappointing as catering was wasted and the led walks had more volunteers than were needed. The two 
night walks were popular and well attended. 

At General Council, Roy Hunt was re-elected as a trustee. Kate Ashbrook stood down as president, and has 
been elected as a trustee. The chair believes the elected trustees will be supportive of the views expressed by 
this group and many others. The chief executive resigned with effect from the end of July. 



Area Council minutes 2016-05-10 page 2 

The governance proposals have been dismissed. A motion to implement a communication system to allow 
areas and groups to each other was accepted and the board has pledged some form of online forum. Des 
Garrahan has noted with some concern the small number of women attending General Council and asked 
areas to consider how they could achieve a more balanced representation. 

AC 19/16 Membership 

Membership is falling slightly faster than nationally. On average, members remain as such for about 8½ 
years. A high proportion of those who cease their membership do so because of ill health or death. There is 
concern that we are not attracting enough new members. 

AC 20/16 Footpaths 

Pocklington and Beverley working groups have been putting in posts for waymarkers and clearing 
vegetation. The groups have good support from ERYC but need more direction and materials to be supplied. 
The groups have bought only basic safety equipment, and David Court is concerned over the cost, which is 
about £300 per group. Beverley have applied to Central Office for funding, and George Malcolm proposed 
that the area would cover the cost if this bid is unsuccessful. 

Tony Corrigan’s proposed interim arrangements for managing footpath issues were shared, and these were 
agreed by all present. 

AC 21/16 Howardian Hills AONB 

There are two walks in the programme in the Howardian Hills that are during the Howardian Hills AONB 
Week in September. Phil Catterall to discuss with the leaders of those walks whether they would be happy to 
have them included in the AONB Week programme, and to try to get some more walks arranged. 

AC 22/16 Website 

Tony Corrigan has done a lot of work to improve the website; it is looking much better, and it is helpful to 
have forthcoming walks highlighted. 

AC 23/16 Group reports 

Group reports were circulated in advance of the meeting. 

AC 24/16 Consideration of a 40s/50s group 

GYBO regularly gets enquiries from walkers in their 40s and 50s who do not feel that they would fit in with 
general Ramblers groups, and has an increasing number of members who are approaching or just over 40. 
GYBO does not want to erode its appeal to walkers in their 20s and 30s by retaining too many members 
outside that age group, but wants to ensure that there is suitable provision made for them, and raised the 
question of whether a dedicated group would be appropriate. 

There are some under-60s in other groups, primarily attending weekend walks, but it was recognised that 
the great majority of members are over 60. David Court reported that the younger members in the Beverley 
group feel very welcome and have been a breath of fresh air for the group. Phil Catterall felt that it was 
better for groups to have a diverse age profile, but accepted that if a 40s and 50s group attracted new 
members who would not otherwise have joined then it could be worthwhile. 

George Malcolm noted that a similar proposal was made a few years ago, which the area council supported, 
but nothing ever came of it. Roy Hunt noted that GYBO has a very different feel to most other groups, being 
more dynamic with events organised at shorter notice, and a more connected and social ethos that may have 
more appeal to new members and certainly will to retaining GYBO members. 
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The majority of members of the council agreed that they would support the proposal if there were enough 
people interested in taking it forwards to make a viable group. 

AC 25/16 Walks programme 

Walks Finder content 

Stephen Down noted that many of the area’s walks on the Ramblers Walks Finder offer minimal detail, and 
in list view do not even say where the walk is beyond broad areas such as “The North York Moors”. This is in 
contrast with other areas’ walks that give more information. It was agreed by several people that the lack of 
detail can be offputting, particularly for new members. 

Geoff Richardson recognised that this is a weakness and has already started to put more details in for public 
transport walks. Geoff to look at revising the template in order to collect appropriate detail for both the 
printed booklet and the Walks Finder; Roy Hunt and Stephen Down agreed to review this with comments. 
David Court noted that it needs to remain easy to complete or it is likely to discourage people from leading 
walks. 

Programme modification 

It was agreed that coach walks would not be included on the Walks Finder unless groups specifically 
requested this. Advice from Central Office is that these walks should not be open to non-members, although 
no clear rationale has been given; Roy Hunt to follow up. 

Road walking advice 

It was agreed to amend the guidance notes to reflect the advice in the Highway Code that large groups 
should walk on the left-hand side of the road, and that the backmarker should wear high-vis clothing in such 
an instance. Clarity on what constitutes a large group would be useful. 

AC 26/16 Hull City of Culture 

Hull & Holderness group will go ahead with a Walking Week in May 2017, with a variety of cultural themes 
including history and storytelling, and will apply to Hull for funding. 

AC 27/16 National Walking Week 

Some groups are putting walks on for this event; details should be sent to Geoff Richardson who will include 
them in the Walks Finder. We do not generally put up publicity for these events, but hope we will be able to 
include marketing at one of the official satellite centres. 

AC 28/16 Fracking 

Dany Wlodarczyk has asked for details of fracking meetings and a map of locations of PEDL licences granted 
in our area to be shared on the area website. Roy Hunt noted that the meetings appear to be campaigning 
events rather than educational. The Ramblers’ official policy on fracking is that it should not, in principle, 
take place in national parks, AONBs or SSSIs, but beyond that each individual case should be assessed on its 
own merits based on the impact it is likely to have on walkers. It would be outside the remit of the Ramblers 
to object to a fracking proposal or to promote a pro- or anti- viewpoint on other grounds. We currently have 
a system for responding to applications, and any responses made are then put in the public domain by the 
relevant planning authority. 

The proposal to include details of these meetings and the map was rejected, with 2 votes in favour and 8 
votes against. 
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AC 29/16 Correspondence 

Letters from the chief executive 

These letters were circulated in advance of the meeting. 

Inaccessible access land 

There is a large number of areas of access land with no formal public access to them within our area. Tom 
Halstead is coordinating a response. 

AC 30/16 Publicity leaflets 

Marian Thomas shared example publicity leaflets that she has drafted. These were positively received. 

Stephen Down and Tom Halstead suggested looking into Ramblers branding, eg fonts, logos and background 
images. Roy Hunt suggested asking Central Office for feedback, and getting them professionally produced. It 
was agreed that the area would cover the cost of production. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 19 July, 7.30pm, at Fimber village hall. 


