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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 16 February 2016 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Tony Ashbridge, Peter Ayling, Phil Catterall, Tony Corrigan, Stephen Down, 
Tom Halstead, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Geoffrey Richardson, Vera Silberberg, Marilyn 
Skelton 

Apologies: Chris Bush, David Court, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Ian Reavill, Terry Strickland, Marian Thomas 

AC 1/16 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Peter Ayling and seconded by George Malcolm, and 
accepted as a true and accurate record. 

Tom Halstead informed David Nunns and Simon Stanger about the application for a chicken farm near 
Wheldrake and the discussions at the previous Area Council meeting, but disappointingly neither of them 
submitted a response to the consultation. We may still submit a response if the case goes to appeal. 

AC 2/16 Minutes of the 2015 AGM 

The minutes of the 2015 AGM were signed off, as this had been missed at the 2016 AGM. 

AC 3/16 Minutes of the 2016 AGM 

Stephen Down noted that he had sent his apologies for the meeting. 

The format of the AGM was discussed and all were happy to continue with the same format. 

AC 4/16 Finance report 

Finances remain in good shape, and we retain a larger balance than we need. We will receive another 
allocation from Central Office. We have sold a few books recently, and expenditure increased because of 
higher costs for the AGM. 

AC 5/16 Appointment of delegates and visitors to General Council 

Two delegates were nominated: 

 Ian Reavill – proposed by Tom Halstead – seconded by Vera Silberberg – agreed by all. 
 Tony Corrigan – proposed by Peter Ayling – seconded by Phil Catterall – agreed by all. 

No other nominations were made. 

Tony Corrigan suggested that visitors should consider the role as a stepping stone to being a delegate in the 
future. Those who are attending as helpers will not be able to participate as visitors as they will have other 
duties. Two visitors were nominated: 

 Tony Ashbridge – proposed by Stephen Down – seconded by Marilyn Skelton – agreed by all 
 Peter Ayling – proposed by Ann Laing – seconded by Tony Corrigan – agreed by all 

Tom Halstead to send entry forms to delegates and visitors, who are responsible for submitting these 
themselves. 
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AC 6/16 Footpaths, access and countryside 

Residents in Middleton-on-the-Wolds have asked us to oppose an application for a pig farm. However, they 
only asked us after the deadline date, and so we have not taken any action. 

We have no footpath secretary for East Riding and Hull. We will continue with the committee of four for 
work that is already underway, and new issues are to be dealt with by group secretaries. Peter Ayling will 
ask ERYC if they can send applications directly to group secretaries; if they can’t do this then they will all be 
sent to Tom Halstead for distribution. 

Phil Catterall has written to NYCC and Ryedale District Council about a factory site near Pickering, that was 
increased in size and did not divert a footpath as required by the conditions of planning permission. 

Phil Catterall has explored whether conditions of the Rural Payment Agency grants to farmers could be used 
to ensure footpaths are maintained. There has been little success with NYCC on clearing deliberate 
obstructions. NYCC will take evidence of deliberate obstructions and ask RPA to inspect the sites and 
withhold payments if the obstructions are not removed. Roy Hunt added that the RPA’s official policy is not 
to proactively inspect sites for this reason, and only to do so when an inspection is due, although practice 
does not always align with policy. 

AC 7/16 Updates from groups 

GYBO 

Stephen Down was congratulated on the progress with the Castles Way booklet. Roy Hunt suggested using 
the printers Post Haste. 

AC 8/16 General Council 

26 volunteers have been allocated to a range of roles. There has been good take-up for members day and 
Vera’s walk. There will be evening walks around York. Marilyn Skelton volunteered to help out at the drop-in 
hub. Tom Halstead will contact Hazel to discuss whether some publicity or a national trails stand could be 
included in the hub. 

AC 9/16 Coastal access 

Filey Brigg to Newport Bridge has been approved by the minister and will open later this year. 

There are lagoons south-east of Easington that are classed as SSSIs, and so that section will now be split at 
Easington, and should be completed next year. Peter Ayling noted that as the Humber Bridge walkways are 
periodically closed, a diversion may be needed to direct walkers onto the western walkway. 

AC 10/16 Governance 

The board started work on proposals for governance 3 years ago, and that work is now split into three 
sections. 

This year, General Council is to revise the memorandum and articles of association, to put them into plain 
English with gender-neutral language. No substantive changes are to be made, and there is confidence in the 
people doing this work. 

Next year, General Council is to propose changes to the structure s of areas and groups, with formal 
agreements between areas/groups and Central Office. The purpose of this is to address the concern that not 
all areas and groups follow the charitable aims of the Ramblers. The chair of the Ramblers has sent out a 
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survey on the issue, which was not approved beforehand by the trustees as was required. The survey 
remains open for individuals to reply to. 

About 7 or 8 areas have so far written open letters criticising the proposals, and are putting motions to 
General Council, although these offer a range of solutions. Kent has noted that the board has failed to comply 
with the requirements that were placed upon it, and has asked other areas to indicate whether they support 
their proposal; early indications are that many do. The chair refused to distribute Kent’s letter to trustees 
and other areas as they had requested, and has also called the area secretary for Kent in for what amounted 
to a disciplinary meeting. 

George Malcolm, Tony Ashbridge and Stephen Down all supported the principles of Kent’s letter; Tom 
Halstead to inform Kent that we support their views as outlined in the letter. The GC Agenda Committee will 
draw up a composite motion to incorporate, as far as possible, all the motions submitted on the matter, and 
until that has been done we will not be able to determine whether we support the final motion. This course 
of action was proposed by George Malcolm, seconded by Tony Corrigan, and agreed by all. 

AC 11/16 Correspondence 

CEO letter 14 December 

A national walking festival is taking place in September. This was decided unilaterally by the chair, with no 
input from the board, and the president is understood to be unhappy about it. 

AC 12/16 Any other business 

Volunteer award 

We can nominate up to 2 people for an award. Tom Halstead to write to group chairs and secretaries to 
invite submissions before the next meeting. It was noted that nominations do not need to come from the 
Area Council. Ann Laing suggested we start with people who have given the longest service. 

Tom Halstead proposed John Williams for an award, seconded by Marilyn Skelton, and carried. Tom 
Halstead to write the nominations. 

Paper mailshots 

Marilyn Skelton proposed that all existing and new members of GYBO would receive copies of Area News by 
email, where supplied, by default, with members able to opt in for paper mailshots if preferred. Stephen 
Down has discussed this with the GYBO committee and they are happy to proceed with this. 

While many members from other groups may be happy to receive Area News by email, they prefer to receive 
the walks booklet in paper form. It may be worth offering this as an option in the future. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10 May, 7.30pm, at Fimber village hall. 


