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 East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 4 February 2015 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 

 Present: Chris Bush (chair), Peter Ayling, Phil Catterall, Annette Clemenson, Stephen Down, Mike 
Jackson, Tom Halstead, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Jim Tulloch, Harry Whitehouse 

 Apologies: Jan Capel, Tony Corrigan, Shirley Dalby, Ian Reavill, Marian Thomas 

AC 
01/15 

Election of the chairman 

PA proposed that Chris Bush be co-opted to the committee and elected as chairman for one year. 

Seconded by AC, unanimously agreed. 

AC 
02/15 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 2 December 2014 were accepted with no 

amendments. 

AC 
03/15 

Matters Arising 

i. ‘Message in a bottle’ is working well, and helped in one recent incident on a walk. 

ii. Marilyn Skelton to check membership list to help determine AGM attendance where names 

are not easily legible. 

iii. ERYC has made an application for a cycle path on Beverley Westwood. MJ to check details of 

land area. 

AC 
04/15 

Treasurer’s report 

Treasurer's report

 

An instalment has been received from Central Office, which includes contributions for booklets that 

have not yet been spent. 

MJ proposed an annual payment to the Open Spaces Society; seconded by PA. 

MJ proposed updating signatories on the bank account to retain Peter Ayling and George Malcom, 

remove Alison Hales and Dany Wlodarczyk, and add Tom Halstead and Chris Bush; seconded by SD. 

It was thereby resolved that: 

i. The amendments to the mandate for the operation of the bank account, payment instructions 

and banking services be approved and be provided to the bank by persons authorised to do so 

in accordance with the bank’s procedures and the mandate 

ii. The bank is entitled to rely upon the amended mandate until it receives a later mandate 

amending it, and the bank is entitled to rely on instructions given by any person duly named in 

section 3 of the signatory change form and may disclose any information relating to the 

account to any such person 

iii. Tha bank is under no duty to make enquiries before acting on the instruction of any person 

duly named in section 3 of the signatory change form 

iv. The bank will be notified in writing of any changes to the organisation, as per the terms and 

conditions of the account. 

AC 
05/15 

Future meetings 

Future meetings confirmed for 12 May (Fimber) and 21 July (Fimber). AH has booked venues. 

AC 
06/15 

Dangerous breeds 

Postponed in the absence of DN. 




Treasurer's report  AC 24 February 2015


Budget report


Receipts Payments


Funding from CO £7,315.12 Payments to Groups £496.50


Donations £43.00 Walks Programme £410


Publication/Goods sales
£520.57 Newsletters £214.45


Total £7,878.69 Publication/Goods costs £1.39


Campaign/casework £137.21


Meetings £1,990.29


Admin £3.12


Total £3,252.96


Surplus £4,625.73


Bank balance £9,975.40


Open Spaces Society


George Malcolm


Area Treasurer


The Open Spaces Society renewal notice has been received.  The annual subscription is £45.  AC 


to agree to renew.


The actual position at 9 February is:-





TonyC
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AC 
07/15 

Driffield Show 

AL has agreed to manage the stand if it is shared with another organisation. It has been agreed to 

share a stand with Malcolm Hodgson (Yorkshire Wolds Way). This will cost £160. We can re-use our 

display boards from last year. AL to consider how many people will be needed to run the stand. AL to 

determine the most cost-effective way to obtain tickets for helpers, to be discussed at the next 

meeting. 

AC 
08/15 

Pathwatch workshop 

The intention of Pathwatch is to survey every footpath between May and October 2015. DN and TC to 

attend a workshop. It was agreed to refund the cost of their train tickets (estimated £55 each) from 

area council funds. 

AC 
09/15 

Correspondence 

No correspondence has been received. 

PA and TH have been nominated to receive correspondence from Central Office until a secretary is 

appointed. 

CB to write to AH to thank her for her work as secretary. 

All group representatives to check that group committee details have been updated following AGMs. 

Group officers

 

AC 
10/15 

Footpath and access issues 

North Cave: the council is denying that a path it has previously maintained and has been in use since 

1763 is a public right of way. 

About 100 applications for quarrying and recycling facilities. Details of sites in sensitive locations have 

been shared with the relevant groups. HW is working to ensure rights of way are preserved at Burton 

Riggs. 

A landowner tried to block a definitive map modification at Flixton, the right of way has been confirmed 

as a bridleway. 

PA asked for volunteers to replace Chris Clark on the email discussion group to discuss countryside 

planning issues. PA to contact Gillian Zewde (Ryedale) and Mike Withers (York). 

An application for 10 turbines at Bainton has been lodged, PA recommends that we object. 

An application for 120 houses at South Cave alongside the Wolds Way has been lodged. The Wolds 

Way officer has objected and then retracted his objection. 

AC 
11/15 

Group reports 

Membership report Pocklington report Ryedale report Website report

 

Hull & Holderness: the committee is now quorate and new members are enthusiastic. It was 

disappointing not to get more support for links with the City of Culture. 

York: a successful committee meeting with a new treasurer (Lynn Croskin). Coach rambles to 

Clapham and Hebden Bridge are planned. 

GYBO: several new committee members. Walks programme is looking promising, attendance on 

walks is healthy, and weekends away are being planned. 

Scarborough: Path maintenance audit carried out for NYMNPA. Good attendance at walks (25–30). 




Membership Report for Area meeting on 24 February 2015 


The total Area membership on 31st January 2015 was 1686, an increase of 5 on 31st January 


2014. 


During January there were 26 new members, being the highest monthly figure in the last 


year. 


Group numbers on 31st January were: 


Beverley 351   GYBO 104   Howden & Goole 57   Hull & Holderness 160    Pocklington 178    


Ryedale 151    Scarborough 118   York 546   Not attached to a group 19. 


The number of members opting for e-attachments of documents has increased from about 


25 a year ago to 85, but the take-up is still very low considering that at least 700 people 


have registered an email address with Central Office.   


Marilyn Skelton 
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Pocklington Report 
 
The Group continues to be well supported both on walks and at social events, the latest of these 
was a Dinner & Disco evening held at the Station Hotel, Pocklington. 
 
Plans are now afoot for two longer distance walks to be completed in stages over the summer 
programme. One of these walks is The Esk Valley Way to be walked in 4 stages on Sundays and 
the second is a new route designed to link both ends of the Cleveland Way, this to be walked in 6 
stages. 
 
Several weekends of walking are planned over the summer months at Kettlewell, Staintondale and 
Clapham. 
 
The Coach Ramble in June will be starting from Bolton Abbey. 
 
Jane Preston 
Group Secretary 





TonyC
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                                              Ryedale Report 


1. Chris Clark.  


 One of the members of the committee, Chris Clark died in January 2015. 


Chris worked tirelessly in her role as Footpaths Secretary and played a 


crucial role in the implementation of the Ryedale Footpath Survey.  She 


will be sadly missed. 


2. Gillian Zewde has volunteered to take over the role of Footpath 


Secretary. 


3. The Ryedale New Year Lunch  proved a success again with 52 members 


enjoying and excellent meal at The Forest and Vale. Pickering. 


4. The  Ryedale P.R.O.W.  analysis will be completed during March 2015. 


       Terry Strickland. 


        Chairman. 
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Website Statistics for period 14th January 2014 to 31st January 2015 


www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk 


 


Tc Feb 2015 


 


 


1. Use of Area’s website appears to be increasing - perhaps a 


consequence of new members being more comfortable with 


computers and smart ‘phones. 


2. During recent inclement weather several walks were 


cancelled, details being prominently displayed to alert those 


who thought to check. 


3. It is in the process of being upgraded. Features on the re-


vamped version [going live at the end of February] will 


include: - 


 more links to Ramblers Central Office website items 


 a user friendly walks programme 


 a mapping facility in OS 1:25  


 a list of car parks for use as walk start points [displayed 


through the National Walks Finder] 


 different styles of displaying photographs 


 


Website Page  Hits  


About Our Groups 1 20388 - 


Welcome to East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers 2 12783 - 


Pocklington Group 3 4105 - 


Beverley Group 4 3841 - 


Walking with East Yorkshire Ramblers 5 3730 - 


Why Join the Ramblers  6 2672 ^ 


Scarborough Group 7 2456 ˅ 


Ryedale Group 8 2186 - 


High Hunsley Circuit 25 Mile Circular Walk 9 1921 ^ 


York Group 10 1887 ^ 


AREA Monday Afternoon Walks 11 1831 - 


Photographs on Walks - intro page 12 1673 - 



../2014%20Meetings/www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk
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Area News: deadline for news items to MT by 1 March, or bring inserts to stuffing evening on 17 

March. CB to ask DN to submit information on Pathwatch. 

Walks programme: new programme has gone to printers. New Ramblers website makes it a more 

time-consuming process to upload walks. 

Ryedale Walking: full committee. About 25% of members are Ramblers members. Attendance on 

walks between 12 and 28. Holiday to Majorca in April. 

AC 
12/15 

General Council 

‘One member one vote’ is the only one of the governance proposals that is being taken to General 

Council. RH believes insufficient details have been published about: the cost of holding an election; 

security measures to ensure each member can only vote once; ensuring that all members are able to 

vote if they wish to; how candidates will be able to campaign and what value this will add; the 

impartiality of the search committee. RH recommends that we do not support the proposal until 

satisfactory answers are received to these matters. 

MJ believes the current system is preferable because delegates are better informed and have the 

chance to get to know candidates rather than relying on publicity materials. This view was echoed by 

other members. 

PC noted that many similar organisations have moved to OMOV and this has enabled them to find 

new talent, particularly people who have expertise in business, but who do not identify with the current 

group structure. However, PC did not think it was appropriate for delegates to be asked to make a 

decision without full details of the system having been shared in advance. 

PA felt that the current system prevents the elections from being as susceptible to lobbying, pressure 

groups and regional bias, whereas predicted turnout levels in OMOV elections would allow a small 

number of people to have a disproportionate impact. 

CB was not keen for the board of trustees becoming more specialist, as this would make those 

positions less accessible to ‘ordinary’ Ramblers members. There would also be questions over who 

would be the members of the Ramblers company, who are currently the delegates. 

TH expects the process to be expensive and to offer little value, as it is not credible that the 

governance arrangements are deterring people from participating in the Ramblers, and so structural 

changes are not likely to see any increase in engagement. 

CB observed that the consensus of the meeting was that the proposal did not appear to be 

advantageous, and endorsed RH’s proposal to vote against it unless a compelling case was made, 

including answers to the matters raised above. 

TH thanked RH for his work on the matter. 

AC 
13/15 

Any other business 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 

Next meeting Tuesday 12 May at Fimber, starting at 7.30pm 

 

Agreed a true and correct record: 

 

 

 

Signed:        Date: 




