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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 16th October 2018 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Stephen Down [Acting Chair], Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, Martin Hill, Steve Lack, Ann Laing, 
George Malcolm, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Ian Reavill, Marilyn Skelton, Marian Thomas, Harry 
Whitehouse. 

Apologies: Bob Dealey, Matthew Harrison, Gary Malcolm, Jane Preston, Geoff Richardson, Terry Strickland, 
Phil Trafford  

AC 30/18 Chairman’s Welcome, Attendance and Apologies 

SD welcomed members and apologies were recorded. 

AC 31/18  Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed by MS and seconded by GM, minutes of the previous meeting [17th July 2018] were accepted 
without amendment.  

AC 32/18  Matters arising from Minutes 

PA updated the meeting in respect of the following matters: - 

AC 26/18b (i) Long Lane Driffield Planning Application - Ref. No: 17/04066/STPLF – PA has circulated 
information to Area [ERYC] Footpaths Committee to seek agreement on referral to Central Office for 
consideration of further attention. 

AC 26/18b (ii) Freedom of Information Act procedures for an ongoing issue since 1993 at York Lane, 
Willerby – PA has contacted ERYC by phone and received an update, thus no requirement for a FOI 
application at present. 

AC 26/18b (iii) Fracking applications - consultation with Ramblers CO Countryside Policy Officer for further 
information and advice. This relates to government proposals to relax fracking licence application 
procedures.  Shale gas explorers will be able to drill test sites in England without applying for planning 
permission and fracking sites would be classed as nationally significant infrastructure, meaning approval 
would come at a national rather than local level. 

PA has liaised with CO. At present there is no policy on the issue and CO has not raised any objection to 
the government’s proposal. After discussing the topic and associated issues it was proposed by SD, 
seconded by DN and agreed by the meeting that PA should write to CO making representations for 
Ramblers CO to contribute to the debate and issue a policy statement for information of Areas. 

AC 33/18  Finance – Area Treasurer’s Report 

i) GM provided a verbal overview of current finances and planned budget for year 2018 – 2019, pointing 
out that a budget allocation has not yet been received from CO.  No issues were raised.  

ii) Legacy – A letter and money gift has been received from the beneficiaries of the estate of a deceased 
member, expressing a wish that Area Ramblers make use of it. Discussion ensued on possible uses of the 
gift. TC proposed and GM seconded that the money be placed in a ‘suspense account’, allowing 
members an opportunity to fully consider options or projects to which the money could be applied. 
Members to provide suggestions at the next AC meeting. 
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AC 34/18  Urgent Countryside, Footpath and Access Issues 

None 

AC 35/18    Reports from Groups and Officers  

a) Membership Report and GDPR update –  
 i) Speaking to the circulated report, MS outlined membership trends, advising that end of year figures 

showed a decrease in membership numbers. A brief discussion followed concerning retention issues. PA 
asked about a membership project conducted by the last Chairman. No one was aware of the outcomes. 

 ii) MS updated the meeting on CO’s Data Transformation Programme ‘Membership Dashboard’ 
application. Still at a pilot stage, several anomalies are being experienced relating to GDPR consents and 
also to volunteer personal data that appears to have been imported from legacy systems. Examples 
were given. All issues are fed back to The Transformation Team. 
 

b) Footpaths and Countryside - East Riding of Yorkshire & Hull 

PA spoke to his circulated report and with SL provided additional information concerning proposed 
major road developments at Castle Street, Hull. He and SL had raised concerns relating to the deletion 
from Highways England's third consultation, of a proposed pedestrian bridge at the junction of Market 
Place and Queen Street. This would cause significant problems for pedestrians. 
 

c) Group Reports 

i) Reports from Hull & Holderness, Pocklington, Ryedale, Scarborough and York were noted. 
ii) IR added to the York report stating their AGM would also mark the 50th anniversary of the Group’s 

formation. One of the led walks was intended to replicate where possible the group’s inaugural 
walk. 

iii) SL added to the H&H report also briefly mentioning The Hull City Flood Defence major project [see 
Hull CC Planning Application 18/01058/FULL] that will affect a significant stretch of The Humber 
bank through Hull CC area.  

NB: The Area Footpaths Committee has submitted comments to Hull CC in respect of this project 
iii) HW added to the Ryedale report, providing an update on the Group’s Parish Paths monitoring 

scheme. To date 58 parishes are being looked after by volunteers, co – ordinated by John Harland. 

AC 36/18  Correspondence 

 Nil 

AC 37/18  Any Other Business 

a) AGM and Succession Planning 

 SD confirmed arrangements for Area’s AGM on Saturday 26 January 2019 at Beverley adding 
that Malcolm Hodgson, National Trails Manager for the Yorkshire Wolds Way and Cleveland 
Way has agreed to give a presentation. SD has also returned the necessary form to CO 
containing topics on which an attending Ramblers Trustee could address the AGM. No reply 
has yet been received. 

 In respect of succession planning SD reported one member has been identified who is willing 
to undertake the role of Area Treasurer and another who may be interested in Area 
Webmaster tasks. 

 The role of Chairman is still without a nominee and members were again asked to 
consider filling the position or identifying a suitable candidate who could be approached. 

 NB: Officer and Group Reports for the Area Annual Report to be with SD by 31st October 2018 
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b) Feedback from Ramblers Roadshow 

 
i) SD supplemented his report outlining attendance at a recent Ramblers Roadshow and workshops 
attended. Topics of interest included a suggestion for recruiting non – member volunteers for 
specific roles or tasks. Also a suggestion for a Chairman vacancy to be covered on a rotation basis by 
Groups.  
 
ii) HW also attended the roadshow and provided an overview of the workshop addressing 
‘Resolution of Complaints’.  CO’s policy for complaints and grievances is for them to be dealt with and 
resolved at a level that was as local as possible. There appears to be little procedural guidelines 
issued by CO to assist Areas with resolution of complaints.  Equally important is managing the 
expectations of members, particularly new members that may assist in retention. Emphasis should 
be on welcoming and engaging with new members without information overloading. 
Action: - SD to liaise with CO on the issue of guidelines. 
 
Attendance at Roadshow Workshops was thought to be beneficial and informative. Advertising of the 
roadshows appears to be on Ramblers CO website or direct to volunteers on CO’s database. It is free 
of charge and available to all. Committee members and volunteers undertaking specific roles should 
be encouraged to attend. 
Action: - TC to publicise next programme of Workshops on Area website 
 

c) Area Representative for Trans Pennine Trail 
 
DN provided a verbal report on attendance at the TPT AGM. PA reminded members a volunteer was 
still needed to be Area’s Liaison/Representative for The Trans Pennine Trail Association. DN 
volunteered to take on the role and was thanked for the gesture.  
Proposed by PA, seconded by SD and unanimously agreed by the meeting DN to be Area 
representative. 
 

d) Area Attendance at Group AGMs 
 

SD reminded members that in previous years Group AGMs were attended by an AC Officer. As AGMs 
are imminent it was suggested the protocol continue. Details of all AGMs are on the Area website. 
Action: If intending to attend a Group AGM as an AC Observer please liaise with SD [to avoid 
duplication] and inform the Group Secretary. 
 

e) Driffield Show 
 
AL gave a verbal report on the Ramblers Promotion at Driffield Show. The stand shared with 
National Trails received a lot of visitors with a plenty of interest shown and enquiries made. 
Volunteers were thanked for supporting this event. 
 

f) River Hull Walks Book 
 
 JN presented the recently printed booklet, reminding members of the background to its creation 

sponsorship, and development through to publication. An initial 500 books are now available for 
purchase. Suggestions for outlets and venues to have the book on sale were discussed. 
 

AC 38/18 -   Future Meeting Dates 

 Tuesday 11 December -  Wetwang village hall 
Area AGM:  2pm Saturday 26 January 2019 at The Minster Rooms, Beverley organised by Beverley 
Group 


