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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 21 February 2017 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Peter Ayling, Phil Catterall, Tony Corrigan, David Court, Stephen Down, Tom 
Halstead, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Geoff Richardson, Phil Trafford, Marilyn Skelton, Terry 
Strickland, Jill Wiseman. 

Apologies: Joe Neal, David Nunns, Ian Reavill. 

AC 1/17 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted. It was noted that Dave Grimwood and Gary Malcolm 
attended the meeting. 

AC 2/17 Matters arising 

Coneysthorpe car park remains closed, following antisocial behaviour from a small number of people, and 
there are no plans to re-open it. Walkers are still welcome to use the free car park at Castle Howard. 
Action: Phil Catteral to write a note for Area News. 

AC 3/17 Draft minutes of the AGM 

Denise Smith to be added to the attendance list. There were no other corrections noted. 

AC 4/17 General Council 

In the absence of new volunteers, Peter Ayling and Tom Halstead have been appointed as delegates. Lynn 
Croskin has been appointed as a visitor. 

AC 5/17 Area and group reports 

Reports provided by several groups were presented as circulated. 

a) Treasurer 

George Malcolm recommended that a fourth signatory be added to the account. Roy Hunt declined as there is 
a potential conflict with his daughter being the auditor. Stephen Down volunteered, this was accepted by 
those present. 

b) Footpaths 

A site visit by the inspector has been arranged for footpath 11 in Goole on 4 April. 

c) Hull & Holderness 

Roy Hunt noted the significant progress this group has made since there were questions raised over its 
viability in previous years, and it is very pleasing to see the amount of work it is doing to support the City of 
Culture with its story walks. 

Peter Ayling thanked Steve Lack for picking up the removal of a pedestrian footbridge from the proposals for 
the A63 in Hull, enabling us to challenge this. 
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d) Pocklington 

An upcoming walk at Wharram Dale is to be filmed for a promotional video. 

e) Ryedale Walking Group 

While the group has seen a high turnover of members, the overall numbers have remained stable. About 
30% of members are also members of Ramblers; many of them choose to walk with RWG because they 
prefer the shorter walks that are on offer. 

f) Countryside 

Sedgemire Lane, an AWPU near Whitby, was closed to all motor vehicles by NYCC, and considerable expense 
spent on rectifying the mess that vehicles had made. However, following a campaign by an off-road vehicles 
group, the lane has been re-opened to off-road vehicles, although only in one direction. This does not appear 
to be a satisfactory outcome as there will still be extensive damage done to the surface, and the lane is not 
suitable for sharing between equestrians and motor vehicles. A new appeal has been lodged by the British 
Horse Society to get the ban reinstated. 

We are still waiting for a response from Central Office as to whether the Rural Payments Agency will 
challenge farmers over deliberate obstructions to footpaths. Action: Terry Strickland to involve Kevin 
Hollinrake MP. 

AC 6/17 Correspondence 

An update from the new chief executive was circulated. 

AC 7/17 Any other business 

a) Walking for health 

WFH leaders are covered by Ramblers indemnity insurance to lead Ramblers walks, even if they are not 
Ramblers members. However, walks of more than 90 minutes cannot be led under the auspices of WFH and 
so would not be covered. WFH have asked us to promote their walks; there is already a link on our website 
to the WFH website, which some members felt was sufficient. 

It was agreed that we cannot make a decision as to whether the walks can be included within our 
programme until the question of indemnity insurance is clarified. We will therefore not include WFH in our 
summer 2017 programme, and we will revisit the issue once the insurance question has been answered. 

b) Retention of first year members 

Fewer than half of all new members renew their subscription to the Ramblers at the end of their first year. 
Many members, particularly new members, join the Ramblers because they want to walk with a group, and 
cancel when they no longer do so. We need to promote the idea that people should join the Ramblers 
because they support the aims of the charity and the work that it does to enable people to enjoy walking, 
whether as part of a group or otherwise. 

At the Scarborough group AGM, a ranger from NYMNP gave a presentation on the good work that the group 
has done in the national park. Roy Hunt has written to the chief executive to try to get a feature on this work 
in Walk magazine, to highlight that we are more than just a walking group. 

Roy Hunt proposed running a 12-month campaign whereby he would write to every member in their 11th 
month of membership to encourage them to renew their membership and continue to support the charity. 
Action: Roy Hunt to request the area membership list from Central Office on 1 April, and to circulate a draft 
message for comments. 
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c) Claiming lost rights of way 

Several members are attending an upcoming seminar on claiming lost rights of way. We need to become 
more proactive about this and ensure that any claims are well supported with evidence. David Nunns is 
planning a meeting for the York area, and Tony Corrigan volunteered to coordinate matters for East Riding. 
A big issue will be to avoid duplication of effort; this may be achieved through a password-protected area of 
the website. We will seek volunteers to lead on this project after the upcoming seminars. 

d) Electronic mailshots 

Action: George Malcolm to amend the accounts to highlight the print and postage costs for mailshots, in 
order to encourage members to switch to electronic mailshots. 

e) Supporting other charities 

We receive regular requests from other charities holding sponsored walks for us to promote their events. As 
a charity, we may promote other charities where their aims are broadly similar to ours, but we should not do 
so where their aims, however laudable, do not coincide with ours. 

f) Assistance dogs 

The Ramblers insurance document reminds members that many people who use assistance dogs are 
protected under the Equalities Act, and so may not be discriminated against by walks that prohibit dogs 
unless an exception is made for assistance dogs. It was agreed that leaders must not arbitrarily refuse to 
allow assistance dogs on walks, but if their risk assessment determines that the presence of a dog could pose 
a risk to the group (eg when passing livestock with young) or the walk uses land where dogs are not 
permitted then they are entitled to prohibit all dogs from the walk. 

g) Future dates 

The deadline for articles for the newsletter is 5 March. 

The next stuffing date is 23 March. 

The Driffield Show is on 19 July. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 9 May, 7.30pm, at Fimber village hall. 


