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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 13th December 2016 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Tom Halstead (Secretary) Tony Ashbridge, Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, David 
Court, Lynn Croskin, Ann Laing, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Ian Reavill, Marilyn Skelton, Marian 
Thomas. 

Apologies:, Phil Catterall, Stephen Down, George Malcolm,  Geoff Richardson and Terry Strickland. 

AC 45/16 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.. 

AC 46/16 Matters arising 

Roy Hunt confirmed that Area Vice Presidents Sir Hugh Bayley and Roy Dresser are no longer members of 
Ramblers. 

Tom Halstead agreed to try and contact Sir Hugh Bayley to establish whether the wishes to remain an Area 
Vice President. 

It was agreed that the current A4 format for Area News would continue. 

AC 47/16 Finance 

The Treasurer’s report was received. 

A question was asked whether the reserves being held were excessive. It was explained that they are within 
national guidelines, and that there has been a policy over recent years to slowly reduce them and to seek 
ways of putting the monies held to good use and in support of our charitable objectives. 

AC 48/16 Updates and Other reports from Groups 

a) Membership 

A report showing the membership numbers over the past two years was received. It was noted that 
membership has been subsiding gradually over the period in the region of 1 to 2% annually, roughly in line 
with national trends. 

Concern was expressed that Ryedale Group have been losing members at an appreciable rate. 

b) Feedback from Group AGMs 

Roy Hunt explained that he had attended several Group AGMs in his capacity of Area Chair. In all of those 
visited the AGMs were well attended and there was strong evidence that our volunteers are doing excellent 
work in maintaining and protecting rights of way as well as putting on walks and social programmes of 
direct benefit to members. 

He explained that he was pleasantly surprised at just how much work our volunteers do, and felt that we 
need to do more to recognise the charitable work we do and to make our newer members better acquainted 
with the fact that we are a lot more than a walking club. 
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c) Access Report 

Tom Halstead presented the Area Access Report and explained the work that explained the work that 
Natural England has been doing in creating the England Coastal Path from Filey Brigg, along the Holderness 
coast and the Humber Estuary, up to the Humber Bridge. 

d) Footpath Report 

1) 2026 – Claiming Lost Rights of Way. Tony Corrigan explained that he and Vera Silberberg had attended 
an event hosted by The British Horse Society about claiming lost rights of way. He felt that this was an 
important matter for Ramblers because of the relatively tight timescale within which to claim routes, 
after which they might be lost forever. It was agreed that a meeting would be hosted by the Area for all 
Group, Area and other interested volunteers so that a strategy could be planned for the future. 

2) Network Rail Crossings and Closures.  Tony Corrigan submitted a brief report explaining a process for 
addressing potential issues around Network Rail plans to close railway crossings before formal 
applications are made for Definitive Map Modification Orders (DMMO). It was agreed that Area Council 
would subscribe to this early initiative.  

3) 2016 Wolds Walking Festival. Tony Corrigan explained that the festival had been considered successful 
with respect to the local economy and our own membership recruitment. The dates for next year’s 
festival are for the 9th to 17th September 2017. All Groups are requested to put on walks. 

4) Burnby Hall and Canal and River Trust. Tony Corrigan reported that both organisations had received 
Heritage Lottery Awards to attract tourism. Pocklington Group had met with both organisations, as well 
as the Pocklington and Wolds Gateway Partnership, with a view to supporting this initiative.  

5) Footpath Maintenance – Yorkshire Wolds Way. Tony Corrigan reported that both the Pocklington and 
Beverley footpath maintenance teams have been active and that in 2017 the teams will work together to 
survey and fix any problems found along the Wolds Way between Hessle and Fridaythorpe. 

e) Area Council noted a letter from the interim Chief Executive of Ramblers, Natasha Clayton.  She referred, 
inter alia, to the second phase of Pathwatch, to the award from the People’s Postcode Lottery of 
£450,000 to support Walk About 2018, to progress made in setting up a Ramblers blog, and to a 
working  group that will provide support for  areas that are struggling to recruit volunteers. 

f) Area Council noted that Central Office are investing in additional resource to support Areas in Northern 
England, focussing first on those that are experiencing difficulty in meeting the terms of their 
constitution. 

g) Area Council noted the Big Pathwatch report that had been received in which our Area was rated 
amongst the highest performers in terms of paths surveyed. 

h) Peter Ayling explained that Dany Wlodarczyk had left a sum of money in her will to be used to install a 
bench in her memory. The location of the bench was discussed, and it was felt that one located on the 
Wolds Way in the vicinity of either Beverley or Millington would be appropriate. Maintenance and 
landowner approval were discussed. It was agreed that the request would be followed through to find a 
suitable location. 

i) A letter has been received from Nevis Sports offering members discounts on their range of products and 
a request that we advertise this in our communications to members. The discount is comparable to 
some discounts received and less than other retailers offer. It was decided to write to the company 
thanking them for their offer but declining their request to promote their company in our literature. 
Tom Halstead agreed to construct a suitable response. 
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AC 49/16 Any Other Business 

a) Arrangements for our AGM this year at Burnby Hall Pocklington were finalised with the representative 
from Pocklington, Tony Ashbridge. 

b) Roy Hunt proposed an idea for improving membership retention rates where nationally c. 55% of our 
new members fail to renew into their second year. He suggested an initiative whereby we and Central 
Office focus more on providing information on our charitable aims and that all new members are 
written to in the 11th month of their membership to explain why we need members to support our 
charitable work. It was agreed that Roy would discuss this proposal with the new Chief Executive, 
Natasha Griffiths to seek the support of Central Office staff. 

c) Peter Ayling explained that there was a proposition from Cycling UK to expand the use of the majority of 
footpaths to include cyclists. A draft motion to General Council had been prepared by Shropshire Area 
that would require Board to enter into discussions with Cycling UK. It was suggested that we draft a 
motion requiring the Board to enter discussions with all interest groups including the Country 
Landowners Association and the National Farmers Union. 

d) Concern was expressed regarding the closure of Coneysthorpe North Lodge Car Park. It was not known 
whether the closure was permanent or temporary. It was suggested that Phil Catterall should establish 
what the situation was with the Castle Howard Estate, believed to be the landowners. 

Dates for 2017 were agreed: 21 February (Wetwang), 9 May (Fimber), 18 July (Fimber), 17 October 
(Wetwang) and 12 December (Wetwang). 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 


