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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Area Council Meeting held on 20th February 2018 at Wetwang Village Hall at 7.30 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Peter Ayling, Tony Corrigan, Bob Dealey, Stephen Down, Tom Halstead, Martin 
Hill, Ann Laing, George Malcolm, Joe Neal, Ian Reavill, Marilyn Skelton, Terry Strickland, Harry 
Whitehouse 

Apologies: Matthew Harrison, Steve Lack, David Nunns, Jane Preston, Geoff Richardson, Marian Thomas, 
Phil Trafford,  

AC 01/18 Minutes of the previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting [12th December 2017] were accepted.  

AC 02/18  Matters arising 

There were no matters arising 

AC 03/18  Draft Minutes of Area AGM 27th January 2028 

The draft minutes were noted with two amendments i.e. - 

Para 2/18 – final sentence to read ‘……. presented Tom with a clock as a token of its appreciation’. 

After the last paragraph of minute AGM 2/18 at page 2 insert an additional paragraph ‘Area President Peter 
Ayling then took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting’. 

AC 04/18  Finance – Area Treasurer’s Report 

A presented report outlining the budget position as at 31st January 2018 was accepted.  Meeting agreed for 
the subscription to The Open Spaces Society to be renewed. 

AC 05/18  Urgent Countryside, Footpath and Access Issues 

a) Planning Application [Ref. No: 17/04066/STPLF] for 165 houses at Long Lane, Driffield 

PA provided details of the above application and outlined the potential serious impact upon a bridleway 
[Driffield BW 03] during and post development.  There is considerable local objection and comment 
expressed that Developers are not meeting pre consultation agreement with ERYC Countryside Access to 
protect the bridleway. 

ACTION: Meeting agreed that PA on behalf of Area Ramblers should submit an objection to the 
application in order to facilitate further consultation. 

AC 06/18    Area and Group Reports 

a) Groups 

Written reports were received from Pocklington and Ryedale Groups and IR gave a verbal report of York 
Group’s activities. 

MH briefly informed the meeting of Pocklington Group organising on behalf of ERYC/VHEY an event 
‘Walking the Yorkshire Wolds Way’ as part of the Walking Festival’ in September 2018. This is a VHEY event 
open to the public with Leaders provided by the Group.  
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MH also advised that Pocklington Group had purchased back to back radios and a Personal Locator Beacon 
as added safety measures for members on Led Walks in remote areas or where mobile ‘phone coverage is 
inadequate. 

b) Access 

TH showed the meeting a fully bound copy of the Coast Path survey report completed on behalf of Area 
Ramblers and presented to Natural England. The meeting thanked Tom and his Team for such a significant 
piece of work. 

c) Membership 

MS’s report was noted, RH commenting that there was little sign of improvement in recruitment to balance 
leavers. MS pointed out that Hull & Holderness were the exception with a refreshing increase in the number 
of new members, possibly a rewarding result from involvement with Hull’s City of Culture. 

AC 07/18  Delegates to General Council 

Peter Ayling and Lynn Croskin were confirmed as Area’s delegates to General Council and the meeting 
agreed for Tony Corrigan to attend as a visitor. 

AC 08/18  Correspondence 

PA informed the meeting that The Country Park Hotel, Hessle had offered a nights bed and breakfast for 2 
guests at their establishment in return for honest feedback to them and on Trip Advisor. PA liaised with a 
number of colleague AC officers and declined the invitation, suggesting the proprietors may wish to contact 
the National Trails Officer. 

AC 09/18  Any Other Business 

a -  Responsibility for Ryedale Parishes within NYMNP Area 

HW explained to the meeting that responsibility for rights of way matters in Ryedale Group’s area was 
geographically split, being determined by the NYMNP boundary line. All issues outside the park were dealt 
with by Ryedale Group whereas matters within the park, notwithstanding they are in Ryedale were the 
responsibility of North Yorks & South Durham Area Ramblers. 

RH commented that he understood that the main reason for raising this issue now was because the 
administration of PROW issues was being passed to NYCC, thus it now makes more sense for our boundary to 
be coterminous with the CC parish boundaries than the NYMNP boundaries. There is also a more general 
concern that in some instances at least NYSD had not responded to some NYMNP PROW consultations. Thus 
the question as to whether we would ask to be advised of consultations within the NYMNP area. 

For a variety of reasons, important footpath issues within the NYMNP area of Ryedale were perceived not to 
be receiving an adequate, if any, input from Ramblers. This does not reflect Ramblers as consultees for rights 
of way, in a good light.  It was felt our Area should examine solutions for rectifying such a difficult situation.  

Agreed Action: A Working Party comprising HW: TS: DN: RH with co-opted members as necessary to examine 
the effectiveness of the current system, identify issues and make proposals for a way forward.   

b -  Concerns about Photographs and Comments on Facebook 

PA reported he had received correspondence questioning use of photographs on Facebook and some of the 
comment.  Following a discussion of possible issues involving copyright, privacy and taking photographs on 
Led Walks, RH stated he would prepare an article to appear in Area News. Action – RH  
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c -   Archiving Policy 

PA reminded the meeting of Area’s policy for archiving and procedures now in place. He encouraged 
members still in possession of old files containing useful material to consider archiving it. 

 

AC 10/18 -   Future Meeting Dates 

 Tuesday 8 May  -  Fimber village hall 
 Tuesday 17 July  - Fimber village hall 
 Tuesday 16 October -  Wetwang village hall 
 Tuesday 11 December -  Wetwang village hall 
 AGM:  Saturday 26 January 2019 

 


