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East Yorkshire and Derwent Area Ramblers Association 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 27 January 2018 at Newport Village Hall at 2.00 pm 

Present: Roy Hunt (chair), Peter Ayling, Christine Beryl, Nina Bramley, Don Breach, Tony Corrigan, 
Brian Currey, Rebecca Dawson, Stephen Down, Pat Eastwood, Nigel Emery, Doreen Felton, 
Tom Halstead, Matthew Harrison, Lauren Hunt, Diana Kitwood, Steve Lack, Ann Laing, Pat 
Lloyd, George Malcolm, Gary Malcolm, Joe Neal, David Nunns, Enid Nunns, Ian Parry, Moira 
Penrose, Chris Prince, Ian Reavill, Janet Rushby, Kay Scotter, Vera Silberberg, Marilyn Skelton, 
Avis Strudwick, Don Stuart, Elaine Tague, Anne Thornton, Phil Trafford, Ray Wallis, Harry 
Whitehouse 

AGM 1/18 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Ann Holt, Jane Preston, Geoff Richardson, David Rubinstein, Terry 
Strickland and Marian Thomas. 

AGM 2/18 Chair’s welcome 

The chair, Roy Hunt, welcomed everyone to the meeting, and thanked the Howden & Goole group for 
organising the venue, refreshments and morning’s walk. He went on to thank everyone who had been 
involved with the Ramblers through footpath and rights of way work, leading walks, taking part in 
committees and all members. He asked members to remember recently deceased members David Court 
and Gillian Zewde. 

Roy gave a brief history of the village of Newport, and introduced Rebecca Dawson, trustee, who attended 
the meeting on behalf of Central Office. 

Membership is continuing to fall, in line with the national decline. One possible explanation for this is that 
many people join the Ramblers when they retire, and as people are typically having to work longer before 
retirement, this may be slowing down the number of new members. To counter this, we will need to make 
ourselves more attractive to families and people who are still working. 

Last year, we set up a Communication working party, looking at whether we should move to more 
electronic communication. The recommendation, endorsed by Area Council, was that existing members 
would still receive paper copies of Area News and the walks programme unless they chose to opt in to 
email versions. New members will be put on email distribution unless they request hard copies. From 
2019, the annual report will be made available on the website, and hard copies will only be sent on 
request. 

Central Office have announced they are recruiting Area Volunteers, to be deployed into areas, but it is not 
clear how this will work, and there is some concern that if these volunteers are ‘imposed’ on an area, it 
could prove divisive. However, there are ways in which we could use them effectively on footpath work 
and liaison with North Yorkshire County Council. NYCC has over 1000 recorded footpath issues within 
our area, and is considering archiving all issues over 1 year old. It is also looking to develop an app that 
will list all recorded issues and allow users to update the council, including noting when reported issues 
are resolved. 

It would also be useful to have a volunteer to work with the membership secretary, to look at how we can 
be more creative in attracting new members. The chair felt it disappointing that the Ramblers’ three year 
plan, with 49 objectives, does not make any mention of recruitment and retention. Publicity is a key area 
for recruitment, and the double-page spread that Hull & Holderness have had about the Festival of Winter 
Walks in a local journal is an excellent example of this. 
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Central Office has launched a new project to provide more walking spaces to serve deprived communities. 
However, the scheme is restricted to routes in open access areas, but within our area, all access land is in 
rural areas but the most deprived communities are all in urban areas, and so we will not be able to benefit 
from this project. This does not look to be an unusual situation, and we have written to Central Office with 
these concerns, but have not yet had a response. 

The chair thanked Tom Halstead, our secretary, who will shortly be moving away from the area to be 
nearer his family, for all his work over a number of years. He has made a great contribution to the Access 
Committee, becoming Access Officer in 2006, and was heavily involved with the progress of the coastal 
path, writing three outstanding reports that were used by Natural England to inform the development of 
the route. Tom has also been secretary for three years and vice-chair for three years, and coordinated the 
area hosting General Council in 2016, which was one of the best in recent years. The meeting presented 
Tom with a clock as a token of its appreciation. 

Area President Peter Ayling then took the chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

AGM 3/18 Minutes of the 2017 AGM 

The Area AGM was held on Saturday 28 January 2017 at Burnby Hall in Pocklington. The minutes were 
accepted without revision by the meeting as a true record and signed off by the chairman. 

Proposed: Ray Wallis 
Seconded: David Nunns 

AGM 4/18 Matters arising 

A motion proposed by Vera Silberberg was taken to General Council 2017, where it was incorporated into 
a composite motion that was accepted nem con. 

Rebecca Dawson added that a Shared Use Advice Note is to be published shortly, and this will provide 
guidance on whether a path should be considered suitable for shared use. It is unlikely that any existing 
shared use paths would be rescinded. The general tone of the note is that the Ramblers does not support 
widespread conversion of foothpaths to shared use or a presumption that such conversion should go 
ahead, but would consider individual cases on their own merits. 

AGM 5/18 Annual report 2016/17 

The president thanked all members of the committee who contributed to the annual report. 

The report on the coastal path between Filey Brigg and Easington is due to be published in the next 
month or so. Scarborough group met NYCC to look at setting up a working party similar to the 
arrangements in place with NYMNP, but the group has been unable to contribute to this work. 

The annual report was accepted by the meeting. 

Proposed: Phil Trafford 
Seconded: Roy Hunt 

AGM 6/18 Financial statement 

As requested at last year’s AGM, the treasurer’s report now includes more detail about the cost of 
mailings. It is hoped that this will encourage more members to opt for electronic communications. 

At year end, we held more in our account than our annual spend. As a result, Central Office have 
significantly reduced our grant, in order to bring our balance down to the recommended level. This 
surplus is in part thanks to Ray Wallis, as the Minster Way booklet continues to make a profit. 
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The treasurer’s report was accepted by the meeting. 

Proposed: Tony Corrigan 
Seconded: Vera Silberberg 

AGM 7/18 Election of officers 

President: Peter Ayling – proposed: Tom Halstead – seconded: Tony Corrigan 

For many of the committee positions, the only nomination received was from the incumbent. These posts 
were elected en masse – proposed: Ian Reavill – seconded: Stephen Down 
Chair: Roy Hunt 
Treasurer: George Malcolm 
Footpath secretary (York & North Yorkshire): David Nunns 
Walks programme coordinator: Geoff Richardson 
Countryside secretary: Peter Ayling 
Communications officer: Ann Laing 
Area News editor: Marian Thomas 
Webmaster: Tony Corrigan 
Membership secretary: Marilyn Skelton 

Secretary: Stephen Down – proposed: Tom Halstead – seconded: Nigel Emery 

Footpath secretary (Hull & East Riding): Matthew Harrison – proposed: Tony Corrigan – seconded: Joe 
Neal 

Minutes secretary: Tony Corrigan – proposed: Marilyn Skelton – seconded: Ann Laing 

Vice-chair, Publicity officer and Access officer: no nominations. Tom Halstead indicated that he will 
continue to do Access work when he is able to. 

Vice-presidents: Jack Bower, Roy Dresser, Ann Holt, John Jefferson, Ann Laing, David Nunns, Ray Wallis – 
proposed: Roy Hunt – seconded: Harry Whitehouse 
Hugh Bayley was not re-elected. 

Independent examiner: Emily Hunt – proposed: Tom Halstead – seconded: Ann Laing 

Area delegates to General Council: no nominations. Any members who may be interested should 
contact Roy Hunt. Registrations must be made by 20 February. 

AGM 8/18 Motions for General Council 

No motions have been put forward. 

AGM 9/18 Any other business 

a) General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

The question was raised as to what impact GDPR will have when it comes into force later this year, 
replacing the Data Protection Act. Rebecca Dawson replied that groups will need to be more careful about 
how they store and share members’ data, and should start to purge data that they no longer need. Central 
Office is looking to move towards a centralised membership list that will allow members more granular 
control over what information they receive from Ramblers. This membership list will be accessible online 
to relevant officers. 
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b) 2026 Paths working group 

Several people have attended training on claiming paths and some are actively involved. Although the 
intention had been to have a coordinator for this work, no volunteers have been forthcoming, and it is not 
apparent that such a role is necessary. Tony Corrigan is willing to offer advice to anyone who wants to get 
started on this work. 

The formal meeting closed at 3.20. 

AGM 10/18 Trustee’s report 

After a short break, Rebecca Dawson gave a short presentation on the future direction of Ramblers. This 
covered how the Ramblers is accessing additional sources of funding, how it is improving communication 
with members, how it needs to change in order to remain relevant and attract new members. She then 
answered a question on the proposal to deploy regional volunteers to support areas. 

The minutes were taken by Stephen Down. 


