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East Yorkshire & Derwent Area Ramblers 
Minutes of the Area Council Meeting held at Fimber Village Hall  

on Tuesday 12th May 2015 7.30pm 

 

Attendance (14) 

Chair: Chris Bush (Chairman), Peter Ayling, Tom Halstead, Mike Jackson, Vera Silberberg, David 

Nunns, Phil Catterall, Shirley Dalby, Jan Capel, Brian Currey, Don Stuart, Elaine Tague, Steve Lack, 

Harry Whitehouse 

Apologies (10) 

Ann Laing, Stephen Down, George Malcolm, Roy Hunt, Tony Corrigan, Marilyn Skelton, Terry 

Strickland, Jane Preston, Jim Tulloch, Annette Clemenson  

AC 14/2015  Appointment of Minutes Secretary 

PC volunteered to act as temporary minutes secretary. 

AC 15/2015 Minutes of the previous AC meeting held on 24 February 2015 

It was agreed that the date on the previous AC minutes should be amended to read 24th (not 4th). It 

was also agreed that the minutes be amended to state TH acted as Chairman initially prior to CB 

being co-opted as Area Chairman for 2015.  In item AC 10/15 Mike Willis, and not Mike Withers, will 

be helping PA with planning and environmental issues.  

There were no matters arising that were not covered by the evening’s agenda.  

AC 16/2015 Treasurers report 

Treasurer's Report

 

There were no queries and the report was accepted.  

AC 17/2015  Dates of future ACs 

7.30pm Tuesday 21 July 2015 at Fimber VH, 7.30pm Tuesday 20 October 2015 and 1 December at 

Wetwang. 

AC 18/2015 General Council meeting report  

PA and TH reported on the GC annual meeting which was held this year at Cambridge. The area 

council congratulated Roy Hunt on his appointment as a Trustee for a period of one year.  There were 

problems with the election for Chairman when two candidates were nominated by the same person, 

which is not permissible within the constitution. It was not made clear at the GC meeting why one 

candidate’ nomination was deemed invalid  but not the other’s.  A nomination for a Trustee was also 

ruled  invalid, because of a missing signature. 

 




1 Funding 2015/16


2 Budget report


Receipts Payments


Funding from CO £7,315.12 Payments to Groups £696.50


Donations £43.00 Walks Programme £1,420.59


Deposit interest 4.39 Walk Leader training 23.76


Publication/Goods sales £520.57 Newsletters/Publicity £774.45


Total £7,883.08 Publication/Goods costs £145.39


Campaign/casework £233.48


Meetings £2,273.99


Admin £49.17


Other £45.00


Surplus £2,220.75 Total £5,662.33


Bank balance £7,570.42


George Malcolm


Area Treasurer


Meeting costs include £1783.32 for AGM (printing, distribution and room hire)  and £254.40 General Council expenses.


Other cost is Open Spaces subscription.


The actual position at 29 April is:-


Central Office will soon invite funding bids for 2015/16.  I will put together a bid covering the Area's usual funding requirement


 but let me know if anyone has an idea about additional spending next financial year.


Treasurer's report  AC 12 May 2015


Receipts


Third instalment (of four) of allocation from Central Office amounting to £3657.56  is pending.


Payments
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AC 18/2015 Continued... 

After discussion and a straw vote, the constitutional motion to change the  articles to allow one 

member one vote for the election of Trustees, was withdrawn. A full report on the meeting submitted 

by our attendees is here:  

GC Report

 

AC 19/2015 Goole Footpath 11 planned closure 

MJ stated that the East Yorkshire Ramblers Footpath Committee had opposed the council closing 

Goole Footpath 11. The closure had been requested by some residents due to the footpath attracting 

anti-social behaviour, which allegedly started in 2013. BC and DS (on behalf of Howden & Goole 

Group Ramblers) had spoken to residents. They were sympathetic to the view of residents that the 

footpath should be closed and from the views of Howden and Goole Ramblers should not be ignored. 

MJ stated that the footpath was originally 15 feet wide but that a fence had now reduced the width to 

6 feet. EY Council agreed that this fence was an obstruction. MJ reported that there were mixed 

feelings between councillors and council officers as to whether the path should be closed off.  One 

resident said that "the path is used by yobbos" and had asked MJ when he was surveying it what he 

was doing using the path, which at present is a legal right of way. PA, as a member of the Footpath 

Committee, had walked Goole FP 11 and neighbouring footpaths. He had spoken with two local 

people, one said they had walked this FP in the past, and another said they still used it. BC and DS 

had prepared a written report and provided a newspaper report for the meeting that supported their 

view that closure of the path should not be opposed.  

After discussion, BC proposed and DS seconded a motion that "the Ramblers objection to close 

Footpath 11 should be withdrawn".  On a vote this was not carried, however, the area council agreed 

that they would await further developments on this issue. (Minute AC 69/2014 02 December refers).  

The objection letter sent to ERYC from EY Ramblers Footpath Committee is as follows 

Goole Footpath

 

AC 20/2015 Proposal to build a solar farm at Farlington in Ryedale 

After an approach from the Ryedale Group Footpath Secretary, PA (as Countryside Officer) said he 

would be looking into the proposal for this large development.  

AC 21/2015 Path blocked near to Speeton Cliff 

JC (representing Hull CHA) reported that a footpath was blocked near Speeton Cliff south east of 

Filey. The meeting agreed that it would need to be established if the path was a public right of way 

before any action could be taken. TH agreed to act on this and report back to JC. 

AC 22/2015 Driffield Show - Ramblers Stand 




General Council 28-29 March 2015 at Robinson College, 


Cambridge 


Delegates: Peter Ayling, Roy Hunt 


Visitors: Tom Halstead, Ian Reavill 


Overview 


1. Robinson College was a congenial venue for General Council 2015, the overall 


arrangements by our staff worked smoothly, and we were looked after well by 


Cambridgeshire and Peterborough volunteers during and outside the business 


sessions. But the conduct of the elections and debates of motions left something to be 


desired.) 


2. There were some very strongly expressed views and a feeling that the Ramblers needs 


to change but no clarity as to how this could be done. Within the Trustees there seems 


to be a view that changing our democracy will somehow attract many more 


volunteers. 


Saturday Afternoon 


3. Presentation by the President of the European Ramblers Association (ERA) gave 


a short presentation.  She said there are about 3 million members and reminded us that 


the ERA had promoted many “eurotrails”, the latest one being North Cape to Sicily.  


The next conference will be held in Skåne, Sweden, 10-17 September 2016. 


4. Jonathan Kipling’ Absence:  Ramblers Chairman was not able to be at GC due to 


illness, therefore GC was therefore chaired by the Vice Chair, Naseem Akhtar, and 


she understandably struggled at times. Jonathan’s term as Chair ended at the end of 


this GC and a new chair (Des Garrahan) was elected to take over from the end of GC. 


5. Financial Report: Robert Peel presented a picture that shows that Ramblers’ finances 


are in good shape and are well managed and controlled after the financial disasters of 


2009/10. He did say though that we do need to grow external income. Membership 


income has stabilised but is more or less running on an even line. Robert’s term at 


Treasurer ended at the end of this GC. A new Treasurer (Alex Mannings) was elected 


to take over from the end of GC. 


6.  Election of new Chair and Trustees was chaotic. In our delegate pack we had 


information that there was one candidate for Chair and 5 candidates for 4 trustee 


places. With regard to the election of trustees we were presented with a very 


complicated picture, which took an extraordinary length of time to explain.  Finally, it 


emerged that there were 3 places for full term (3-year) trustees, 1 place for a 2-year 


term trustee, due to the resignation of a trustee, and 1 place for a 1-year term trustee, 


due to the appointment of Alex Mannings as Treasurer. There was a call for 


nominations for the 1 and 2 year Trustee positions with full nomination papers and 


backing statement to be in by 7 pm Saturday Evening – open to ”all members”. There 


had been 2 nominations for Chair but one was ruled to be invalid.  Des Garrahan and 


Robert Peel had the same nominee which is against the rules, but for an unexplained 


reason, Robert’s nomination was deemed invalid but Des’s valid.  There was much 


discussion about allowing the invalid nominations, but on a vote it was eventually 







decided that the decision should stand. In addition to all of this, one of the original 


Trustee candidates had withdrawn his nomination. 


7. Report on democracy survey. There was a rather uncritical presentation by a charity 


consultant Donald Ritchie on the analysis of the results of the democracy survey, 


which he had been involved in devising. He also went beyond his remit of 


commenting on the simple interpretation of the survey by presuming to advise us on 


the ways in which the Ramblers should change. 


8. Break-out session. We broke out into small groups to answer a set of very structured 


questions about consultation on democracy. With no clear aim and leading to no 


definite conclusions, this did not seem a good use of the council’s time. 


9. The Chief Executive’ report. Benedict Southworth gave a brief Review of the Year. 


10. After-Dinner Speaker.  Instead of the more usual after-dinner speaker, Kate 


Ashbrook (President) engaged Dame Fiona Reynolds in a conversation on the stage.  


Dame Fiona is the Master of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, having been Director-


General of the National Trust and held other senior posts.  


Saturday Evening 


11. Fringe Meetings. After dinner, there was the choice between Volunteer-led fringe 


meetings, 


 Donate a gate opportunities (Isle of Wight) 


 Successful Walking Festivals (Kent).   This was the inspirational story of how 


two volunteers in White Cliffs Group have recruited a team of volunteers to 


create a first-class walking festival, supported by finance from many sources 


including the local and county councils. 


 The Big Pathwatch (Ramblers President and Vice President). This was packed 


out, but generally disappointingly lacking in specific information, e.g., there was 


no demonstration of the app or screen shots showing what or how information 


would be entered. 


  Recruiting and attracting volunteers (Wiltshire). 


 Gender awareness in the Ramblers (Trustee). 


 Young Walkers (Trustees). 


Peter, Ian and Tom joined the “After-dark stroll around the city centre. During 


networking, Peter heard the story of how a Wilts Area volunteer had recruited over 


70 new Ramblers members from the local Walking for Health programme. So it can 


be done! 


Sunday morning 


12. Hustings. At the hustings we ended up with 4 candidates for 3 positions for 3 year and 3 


new candidates for the positions of 1 and 2 year (the unsuccessful candidate for the 3 year 


term went forward as a candidate for the 1 and 2 year term). In previous years, the 


hustings took 30mins, voting took place over coffee, and counting was done while the 


motions were debated. This year there had to be two sets of hustings, elections and 


counts. 


13. Election of Trustees.  The following were elected as Trustees: 


Mike Church – re-elected for 3 years 







Moira Fraser – re-elected for 3 years 


Jeremy Kenyon – elected for 3 years 


Teri Moore - elected for 2 years 


 


Roy Hunt – elected for 1 year (Roy specifically stood only for the 1-year position) 


 


Moira and Teri both belong to the London-based Capital Walkers, Mike from North 


Kirklees, Jeremy from Sheffield 40s and Roy from East Yorkshire and Derwent. 


 


14. Debates. Owing to the time taken on the hustings, the start of the debates was delayed 


until 10:30 am. 


 


Motion 1 - One Member One Vote. The trustees had not thought through all of the 


implications if the motion was passed, so we were presented with five motions intended 


to rectify all the problems. There was much heated discussion but it was becoming 


obvious that the required 75% majority would not be achieved to pass the motion. At 


Benedict’s suggestion a “straw vote” was taken which indicated decisively that members 


did not wish to vote on Motion 1 (by about 80 to 20).  The proposer then withdrew the 


motion. This meant that the result was probably not recorded and the depth of feeling 


against the idea of OMOV hidden from the general membership.  A revised motion will 


now be brought to GC. It was very clear from debate, and from networking, that the 


Trustees are expected to present options, including reasons for rejecting some, and allow 


GC 2016 to vote on a range of possibilities. 


  


Motion 2 – Changes to Standing orders.  This was withdrawn as it related to the 


consequences of the passing of Motion 1 


 


Motion 3 – Vision for the next 10 years. In an attempt to clarify the language in the 


document, John Esslemont proposed 12 amendments. In an aggressive and personal 


attack on John, the Chair-designate opposed the amendment, which was not carried. The 


motion was passed.   It sets the overall strategic direction for the next ten years.  It is 


entirely aspirational as there being nothing about how it will be achieved – this will 


presumably come in subsequent business plans. 


 


Motion 4 – Governance Consultation. This called for an extension to the governance 


consultation proposals. The Board had already more or less agreed to this by bringing 


forward only the OMOV part at this GC.  The motion was passed, but it was made very 


clear that the Board needs to consult much more widely and effectively and present 


costed options. 


 


Motion 5 – 80th Anniversary congratulations from Scottish Council. It was passed, 


nem con. 


 


Motion 6 - 2026 cut-off date. This called for the Board to create a system for claiming 


lost paths and was quite critical of the Board for not following up effectively on two 


motions on the 2026 cut-off date from GC 2014. The motion was passed. 


 


Motion 7 – Fracking.  This motion called upon the Board to develop a coherent policy 


to protect the countryside and our access to it from the possible detrimental effects of 







fracking. Only minutes remained, So there was a very hurried presentation and seconding 


with a couple of observations from the floor before the motion was passed 


 


Motion 8 – Pedestrian Safety in relation to bicycles (bells on bikes) was remitted to 


the Trustees for a decision as time had run out.   


Motion 9 - Rail crossings was remitted to the Trustees for a decision as time had run 


out.   


15.  Closing.  The new Chair gave an address which was followed by the outgoing chair’s 


closing remarks. 
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40 Copandale Road 


Beverley 


HU17 7BW 


Public Path Extinguishment Order Highways Act 1980, Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,  


The East Riding of Yorkshire Council (Goole Footpath No 11) Public Path Extinguishment  


and Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order 2015. 


Mathew Buckley 


Head of Legal and Democratic Services,  


County Hall 


Beverley, HU17 9BA 


Dear Mathew 


 The East Yorkshire footpath committee agreed to object to this order to close Goole 


Footpath No.11 because we believe it is needed for public use. Therefore we also object to the 


modification under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 


 The below points are of relevance:- 


1) The Extinguishment of the path between point A and C will create a “Cul-de-sac” path 


leading to point A. 


2) The correct fencing of section B to C on its western side, by the owners of the 


allotments, Goole Town Council will greatly reduce any anti social behaviour along this 


section and encourage the public to use the path more. (Reply to Cllr Moore by Nigel 


Leighton dated 10th April 2013. “shouldn’t the Town Council provide a secure fence to its 


allotments?) 


3)  (Reply to Cllr Moore by Nigel Leighton dated 18th April 2013 “My understanding 


regardless of these issues is that the landowner have to secure their own premises”). 


Therefore it is up to Goole Town Council to fence the allotments. 


4) The East Riding of Yorkshire Council (Goole No. 3, 4, 10 and 11 and Hook No.9) Definitive 


Map and Statement Modification Order 2012 plan was only made on the 17th August 


2012. 


5) The footpath is not Signposted or way marked, (On the 14th August 2013 the residents 


dispute it is a “Right of Way” and would like it closed.) 


6) The path is overgrown. “The passageway has a 1.8m high wooden fencing on either side 


and is completely overgrown with nettles, thorn bushes and weeds. Although this is a 


public right of way it is impossible to use due to the above. There is no surveillance or 


lighting in the passageway”. (Police report 16th August 2013). 







7) In Taylor v Whitehead (1781), Lord Mansfield said, “Highways .... are for the public 


service, and if the usual track is impassable, it is for the general good that people should 


be entitled to pass into another line”. See also Stacey v Sherrin (1913). 


8) Goole Town Council voted on the 14th November 2013 to the closure of this footpath on 


Anti Social Behaviour grounds, not on “not needed grounds”. 


9) The footpath is needed for dog walkers, and persons travelling to the skateboard park 


and other user 


10) The consultation document at 2.2 describes the route between B and C as 2 metres wide 


whilst it is actually 15 foot wide, which means the views are better from the order route 


than from the alternative route. 


11) The consultation document at 2.7, the alternative distances are taken from the northern 


end of Grasmere Close, instead of from point A. 


12) The consultation document at 3.3 says “that legal advice is that the availability of an 


alternative route means the grounds for making the proposed order are met”.  In our 


opinion this is wrong. We do not know what the person giving this information was told. 


13) The Highway authority has failed to consider the Rights of Way Improvement Plan with 


regards to this footpath. 


14) There is nothing that indicates East Riding of Yorkshire Council has taken into account 


those who have mobility problems and those with visual impairment.  


15) The East Riding of Yorkshire Council has failed to consider the safety of user. 


16) 22nd November 2013 “NB has met with Nigel Leighton who agreed that at this time 


closure of the PROW is not appropriate however has asked for the PROW to be cleared.” 


Was the path cleared? And what has changed since this talk? 


 





TonyC
File Attachment
Goole 11 report.pdf



EY&DA 12 May 2015 Area Council Fimber Village Hall Page 3 

 

Driffield Show will be on held on 22 July. Two Pocklington members will run the stand during the 

morning. Two volunteers are need for the afternoon slot from 1.00pm until 4.30pm. SD to liaise with 

Ann Laing regarding this. AL had submitted a written note to the meeting regarding the arrangements. 

  

Driffield Show

 

  

AC 23/2015 The Big Pathwatch 

DN reported on a meeting he had attended with Tony Corrigan revealing the basis of how Pathwatch 

will work. The methodology is still being developed.  Ramblers will be encouraging the public to take 

part in Pathwatch using a free Smartphone App or by entering results online about the state of the 

public rights of way in England and Wales.  

Pathwatch Workshop 
Feedback Report

 

DN said that the initiative will start in July after the publication of a 4 page article in the summer edition 

of Walk magazine.  

AC 24/2015 Reports from Groups and Officers 

Verbal and written reports were provided to the meeting. These are summarised in these files: 

Access Report

 

Website Report

 

Membership Report

 

Beverley

 

Howden & Goole

 

Hull CHA

 

Hull & Holderness

 

Pocklington

 

Ryedale

 

Ryedale Walkers

 

Scarborough

 

York

 

 

AC 25/2015 Correspondence  

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays had written to the area about giving a presentation. The Area was 

considering inviting them to the Area AGM - for discussion at the AC meeting on 21 July.  




Tom 


 


Will you please record my apologies for absence at AC, I am on holiday. 


 


Re Driffield Show - I have two volunteers for the morning shift from Pocklington (Martin 


and Tony) but am still awaiting confirmation from Beverley re the afternoon slot.  I will 


cover set up, lunch time, and the end of the day. 


 


On my return from holiday I will arrange to collect the display boards from Andrew and 


update the display, then liaise with Malcolm Hodgson. 


 


Ann 
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The Big Pathwatch 2015 Workshop - 9th April 2015 


 


Tc 14apr15 


 


1. Introduction 
With David Nunns, I attended the above workshop aimed at Area Footpath Secretar-


ies. There were 37 delegates from 33 Areas and included a cross section of group 


footpaths officers and group chairmen. Ramblers CO representation included Kate 


Ashbrook [president] and several Policy Officers, supporting Project Manager Helen 


Mthiyane. 


The day’s proceedings involved presentation, discussion groups and Q&A sessions. A 


lively, beneficial workshop that was able to add substance to what had previously 


been a limited outline of the project. 


Below is an overview of how the project is intended to develop, with comment con-


cerning issues that could arise for our Area/Groups. 


2. Intention 
Survey conditions of public rights of way [excluding ORPAs] as shown on current OS 


maps to highlight problems and positive features. Collected data will be analysed to 


evidence problems and positives across the network, by local authority, Ramblers 


area and country. 


OS [1:25000] grid squares containing rights of way will be surveyed. To enable 


meaningful data analysis, at least 200 grid squares per LA area [or fewer according 


to size of local authority] need to be checked. 


3. Timescale 
Mid - June to autumn is the planned timescale. It is hoped the survey will open for 


volunteers in June 2015 followed by the national public launch in July 2015 and to 


close in late autumn [end November]. 


Comment – ideally, a specific seasonal window for surveying would have captured 


comparative data. Surveys in July will identify problems e.g. cropping and over-


growth that will disappear by late autumn. 


4. Volunteers 
Volunteers will be encouraged from membership, affiliated groups, non - ramblers 


walking groups, countryside agencies, Duke of Edinburgh organisers and the general 


public -  in fact any/everyone. 


Unless already on Ramblers database [as a volunteer in some capacity] volunteers 


will need to register on line. This is so, notwithstanding they may intend to manually 


record surveys. 


Comment – at Area/Group level we need to encourage all members to contribute to 


the project. Footpath surveys historically have been done by only a handful of mem-


bers. Two of our seven territorial groups, plus GYBO do not routinely survey paths 


and their involvement is essential.  
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Contact via mailshots is not an option until September. Thus methods of getting 


member sign up to volunteering is necessary at the earliest. These could include:- 


 Prominent publicity on Area/Group [York & Scarborough] websites 


 Group contact lists/yahoo forum e.g. Beverley, Ryedale & Scarborough 


 Contact details of regular walkers/Leaders held by some Group Walks 


Secretaries being utilised 


 Using member email/phone contact details held by Group Membership 


Secretaries 


 


5. Publicity Strategy 
A proposed communications plan for contacting volunteers, members and the public 


launch is being prepared and will be forwarded to Areas within weeks. 


 


6. Methodology 
a) Getting Started 
 
Comment - Acquiring survey sheets, maps and instructions, plus feeding in survey 
results is by computer, tablets, smart phones, iPhone and Android smart phones (not 
Windows smart phones). 
 


1. Volunteers sign up on line - or have someone do it for them 
2. Select a 1km x 1km grid square to survey [up to a maximum of 6 at any one 


time and completion within 4 weeks, otherwise up for reallocation]  
3. Allocation system will prevent duplication 
4. Print off map, guidance, and survey questions  


5. OR download the free smartphone app 


6. Walk every right of way in their chosen square(s)  
7. Upload their findings via the app whilst they walk,  
8. Have option to upload pictures, and share via social media 
9. Otherwise upload results from written notes onto website when they get 


home 
10. A list of FAQs is being developed to assist volunteers. 


 


Comment – volunteers who are not computer users may be constrained unless 
someone assists in printing off maps and inputting results [checking with Project 
Manager to see if they are considering paper submissions]. 
 


b) Surveying 
 


1. The Survey sheet has a list of ‘problems’ that may be encountered and result-
ing effect e.g. inconvenience or unusable.  


2. Positive features and highlights of the walk also to be recorded 
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3. Surveyor ticks boxes as appropriate – no requirement for text input although 
a final box for comment is being considered.  


4. Pinpointing problem by grid reference – probably automatic with smart 
‘phone. 


5. Photograph (optional) 
 


Comment – 4 above is only possible if using a smart phone incorporating GPS? The 


Survey Questions are being finalised and app to download being tweaked according-


ly. 


NB: Survey is focussing on path condition including signs, furniture, obstructions, 


surfaces, etc. not definitive map legal issues [Ramblers trained surveyors will deal 


with these as normal outside of the survey scope]. 


c) Reporting Problems 


 


It is planned for volunteers to log a problem on their survey sheet by grid reference 


[if they carry the technology]. This will be uploaded to Pathwatch Office staff who in 


the course of number crunching will report issues to the relevant Local Authority. 


Questions from delegates centred on the problem reporting process. Specifically, 


whether data will be checked by footpath secretaries before sending it to the Highway 


Authority? 


Responses indicate this should be determined at an area level - if Footpath Secretaries 


wish to check and verify reports they can, but it is not an expectation that they will do 


so. 


Comment – volunteers will have varying knowledge levels and experience of path 


surveys, assessment being subjective. Some issues may require prompt referral to a 


LA and some delegates thought Area/Group Footpath Secretaries were best placed 


to manage this – however it would require them having sight of all such survey 


sheets. 


ERYC encourages path problems to be directly inputted into their Aspire automated 


reporting system that allocates a service reference number. NYCC asks for reports 


by email to paths@northyorks.gov.uk with one problem per e-mail and if possible 


one photo (no more than two) attached if possible.  City of York asks for reports by 


email to publicrightsofway@york.gov.uk 


 


 


7. Administration, Communication and Co-ordination 
 


i. Project managed by Ramblers Pathwatch Office 


ii. Communication between them and Area Chairs/Footpath Secretaries and 


groups as necessary 



mailto:paths@northyorks.gov.uk

mailto:publicrightsofway@york.gov.uk
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iii. Guaranteeing 100% coverage of OS grid squares is impossible.  


iv. Pathwatch Office will advise Areas of OS grid squares without a volunteer, 


seeking assistance in getting the survey allocated, to ensure completion of 


the required minimum number of squares 


v. There may be a requirement to enlist Area/Group help in a sweep up to 


ensure achievement of survey minimum requirement. 


vi. Areas should inform their Local Authorities and other organisations of the 


project and aims. 


vii. Updates on progress will feature on Ramblers website and by email to Area 


Chairs 


viii. Final report will be copied to Area Chairs/Footpath Secretaries 


 


Comment – As the project is OS grid based, Area/Group territorial boundaries will 


be of minimal relevance. However, it would be useful to have contact points of ref-


erence or/and a co-ordinator at Area level. This could assist non-member volunteers 


with a query being directed to a local Ramblers source. 


 


8. Issues for Area 
 


i. Recruiting volunteers, plus help from other non - ramblers groups [para 4] 


ii. Managing a common publicity strategy - we do not have a PR person [para 5] 


iii. Deciding policy for dealing with problems arising from survey reports [para 


6c] 


iv. Liaison with Local Authorities and other organisations [para 7(6)] 


v. Establishing a Co – ordination/Point of Reference – Area/Group based [para 


7] 


 


9. Conclusions 
 


Perhaps equivalent to a ‘Domesday’ of rights of way, this is an ambitious project 


with prospects of 100% completion questionable. Crucial to achieving minimum tar-


gets is a sufficiency of volunteers. 


Getting volunteers must be a paramount task at Area and group level. 


Having an opportunity to raise the Ramblers profile is always welcome. Publicity in 


the local media helps to educate the public and remind them of the Ramblers com-


mitment to countryside protection. 
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Management of this project by Ramblers Pathwatch Office can only be remote, suc-


cess being reliant upon commitment and support from Area/Groups. 


 


10. Recommendations 
 


A. Project be discussed at Area Council and Group Committee meetings 


B. Area Council consider issues listed in paragraph 8 


C. Have plans in place for launch of the project 
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Access Group Report 
 


Coastal Access 


 


Natural England published its proposals for public consultation for the stretch between Filey Brigg and 


the Newport Bridge at Middlesbrough.  The consultation period ends 21 May 2015. Overall, we are 


pleased with the proposals, which correspond closely to our proposals contained in our report.  The 


propose route adopts, with some minor deviations, the line of the existing Cleveland Way from Filey 


Brigg to Saltburn-by-the-Sea and then the Teesdale Way to the Newport Bridge.  Whereas the 


Cleveland Way is not currently defined in the urban areas of, e.g., Filey and Scarborough, the Coast 


Path will be, thus adding additional security for the long distance path.  The roll-back provision of the 


legislation will be invoked along all but the defended stretches of the coast and this will avoid any 


interruptions to the route due to coastal erosion. 


 


Our third and final 41-page report setting out Ramblers’ proposals for the stretch between Kilnsea and 


the Humber Bridge, based on surveys carried out by volunteers from our Area, was submitted to NE in 


January 2015 (see below). 


 


We are pleased to have confirmation that work on the next stretches in Yorkshire will start this year 


and that NE plans to complete the whole coast path by 2020. 


 


 


Open Access Walks Booklet 


The 3
rd


 (revised) edition of the booklet “Open Access Walks: North Yorkshire” has been printed.  It has 


been necessary to obtain 10 ISBN numbers.  Therefore ISBN numbers are available for future 


publications by the Area. 


 


  
 


 


 


 


Tom Halstead 


2 May 2015 
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Website Statistics for period 3rd March 2015 to 5th May 2015 


www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk 


 


Tc May 2015 


 


 


1. The above figures reflect the 2 month period following an 


upgrade and refurbishment of the website. 


2. Speaking to new members it appears internet searches draw 


them to the Ramblers national and Area websites. 


3. Publicity could be improved by members providing articles 


and photographs. 


Website Page  Hits  


About Our Groups 1 3041  


Ramblers Board of Trustee Minutes 2 407  


Our Area’s Programme of Walks 3 334  


Pocklington Group 4 321  


Beverley Group 5 288  


YPT Walks  6 271  


Walking the West Highland Way by C Prince 7 271  


York Group 8 249  


Welcome to East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers 9 248  


Walking with East Yorkshire Ramblers  10 244  


Pocklington Walks 11 238  


AREA Monday Afternoon Walks 12 223  


Why Join the Ramblers 14 223  


    



../2014%20Meetings/www.eastyorkshireramblers.org.uk
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Membership Report for Area Committee Meeting on 12th May 2015 


 


Total membership on 30th April 2015 was 1684. This is a slight reduction on the April 2014 figure, 


which was 1693.  


There have been 191 new members in the year since 30th April 2014 and 200 members have left. 


Group numbers are as follows: 


Beverley ER01 358 


Hull & Holderness ER03 160 


Ryedale ER04 141 


Scarborough ER05 114 


Pocklington ER06 180 


York ER07 541 


Howden & Goole ER09 60 


GYBO ER50 104 


Non-group (attached to Area)ER96 25 


Awaiting allocation to a group ER97 1 


 


There are 9 affiliated walking groups. 


 


Marilyn  Skelton  
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REPORT FROM BEVERLEY 
FOR AREA COMMITTEE MEETING 
12 MAY 2015   
 
Walking with MP 
 
Contacted local MP with a view to him coming on a Beverley walk.  Difficult to 
pin down at present will reactivate after the election. 
 
Beverley Twinning Association 
 
Contact being made with a walking group in Beverley’s French twin town.  
Awaiting reply. 
 


Whinhill Lock to Wansford Lock  


 


On  Sunday 26 April 4 members of the Beverley Group attended the official 


opening ceremony (cutting the ribbon) of the recently cleared path by the 


Driffield canal from Whinhill Lock to Wansford.  
 
 
Coach Ramble 
 
A successful coach ramble took place on Sunday 10 May 2015 to Derbyshire 
and Chatsworth.  Three walks were offered and 43 people booked onto the 
coach. 
 
Footpaths 
 
Beswick BR18 (Three Jolly Tars). Letter written to ERYC giving 3 months 
notice that a Section 130(a) might be served.  Notice expired end of April, 
meeting to be arranged with ERYC officers. 
 
Footpath Working Party 
 
Disbanded by ERYC who have proposals as to how Ramblers members could 
continue to be involved in footpath maintenance work.  This item to be 
discussed at next Footpath Guardians meeting. 
 
Publicity 
 
Dany Wlodarczyk to take part in the Breakfast Show on Beverley FM to talk 
about Ramblers. 
 
 
Annette Clemenson 
Beverley Group Secretary 
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 Groups walk on the 2nd and 4th weekend of each month and the group currently has around five 


keen leaders. This year the Group is walking the full length of the River Ouse from source to sea, 


which is 63 miles in 7 stages. 


Brian Currey 
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 JC said that whilst their membership is declining the situation is not critical. JC and SL said they 


would get their heads together and discuss how organised walking from Hull could be improved. 
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 A recent AGM was poorly attended by just six members SL reported. However a committee was 


elected and he was Chairman for 2015. It was noted that there were three other walking groups in 


Hull organise Sunday Coach Rambles. 


Steve Lack 
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Pocklington Group Report 


12 May 2015 


 


Apologies are sent from Pocklington Group as all the Committee Members are 


away.  49 people will be in Patterdale in the Lake District on a 5 day walking 


holiday.  Members have also been on walking weekends at Kettlewell and 


Staintondale as well as the usual Wednesday and Sunday walks. 


 


A coach ramble has been arranged for June which will include 3 walks of varying 


distances around Ilkley and Bolton Abbey.  Looking further ahead another coach 


outing is planned to Donna Nook Seal Sanctuary for November. 


 


Jane Preston 
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Ryedale Group  Report. 


Our path survey report is almost complete. It was decided, for comparison purposes, a selection of 


paths within the North York Moors National Parks Authority would be surveyed. These have now 


been completed and a meeting of the survey group arranged to consider the survey report. 


 


Terry. 
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Ryedale Ramblers 


15 members have just returned from a walking holiday in Port de Pollenca, Mallorca which was much 
enjoyed for the walking and social aspect.  We took a package holiday using Jet 2 and two leaders, 
Anne and Phil, led the walks meaning the holiday was low budget when compared with the specialist 
walk holiday providers.   


2015 Memberships have now reached 90, it will be of interest to see whether we can hit last years all 
time high of 106 members by the autumn. As with other walking clubs we have a fair amount of 
membership churn each year.   


Our May - August walk programme was published last month featuring 26 walks over the four month 
period. 4 Stages of the Yorkshire Castle Way are included, devised of course by Stevie Down of 
GYBO Group. We started Stage 1 the walk at Clifford’s Tower on March 28


th
. We don’t expect to 


complete the whole distance until Spring 2016 as we have shortened the stages to a popular length 
for the majority of our members. 


Phil Catterall 
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 A programme of evening walks is proving popular. The group have elected a social media editor and 


are now active on Twitter and Facebook. The footpath secretary is looking at a footpath that may be 


under threat from mineral extraction. A successful navigation course has been run. A camping and 


walking weekend is being organised in mid June in the Peak District where members will camp, B&B 


or self-cater in a cottage. 


Harry Whitehouse 
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York Group report to Area Council 


 May 12, 2015 


 
Three committee members (Davd Nunns, Andrew Brownlie and Tom Halstead) attended an archive 


training/information day on April 25, at York Explore [library], which they found useful and informative. 


Following their report at the next group committee meeting, we can plan our deposit in the York archives. 


 


Coordination of the Public Transport walks programme has been taken over by Avis Strudwick, since 


Malcolm Dixon is returning to Sheffield, following his retirement last year. 


 


We are looking forward to our next coach ramble on May 17, to Clapham [Yorkshire]. 


 


 


        Vera Silberberg 


        (Group secretary) 
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EY&DA 12 May 2015 Area Council Fimber Village Hall Page 4 

 

Ramblers WW 
Holidays

 

Walking for Heath:  : Clara Jones, Delivery Officer at Central Office, initially contacted PA as acting 

Area Secretary , and subsequently sent Marian Thomas, Area News Editor, information on Health 

Walks and Short Walks. Marian is keen to put an item into the next Area News. 

Walking for Health

 

AC 26/2015 Any Other Business 

EY Footpath Issues: MJ noted there was ongoing discussion with EY Council in regard to a footpath 

near the Siemens factory in Hull and the creation of a cycle path over access land on Beverley 

Westwood Common.  

CB noted that the area needed to elect a Chairman, Secretary and Minutes Secretary at the Area 

AGM in January 2016 and was considering a way of ensuring there would be candidates to fill these 

important positions. It was noted that CB could only stand in as Area Chairman for 2015 only.  

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 

 

Agreed — this is a true record:      

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………… [Date]……………….. 

Minutes prepared by Philip Catterall  




---------- Forwarded message ---------- 


From: Darren Fields <darrenf@ramblersholidays.co.uk> 


Date: Tue, Feb 3, 2015 at 4:33 PM 


Subject: Ramblers Worldwide Holidays - Supporting East Yorkshire & Derwent Ramblers 


throughout 2015 


To: "alison.hales0628@gmail.com" <alison.hales0628@gmail.com> 


 


Dear Alison 


I hope all is well and that you have enjoyed a great start to 2015!   


Following on from Ann-Louise’s last communication to you by e-mail on 08 December 


2014, I would be delighted to assist you with one or more valued presentations for your 
Group in 2015.   


I look forward to the opportunity of discussing with you any dates your group may be 


considering for later this year where Ramblers Worldwide Holidays/Adagio can have the 


opportunity to present to your members collectively.  


 Our interactive presentations are most enjoyable and will cover a range of exciting 


opportunities that Ramblers Worldwide Holidays and Adagio can offer to your Group 


throughout 2015 and in to 2016. We also touch on an array of essential needs and 


requirements when one participates on a walking adventure which is always of interest 


to our clients.   


 We really do create a very friendly and enjoyable experience for all which is what makes 


our presentations such a success. Any assistance you can provide by way of projector 
facilities and a Flip Chart will be greatly appreciated. 


 I very much look forward to hearing back from you.  


 Kind regards 


 Darren  


 



mailto:darrenf@ramblersholidays.co.uk
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Next step Ramblers? Health walks and short walks 


A 3-5 mile ‘easy’ Ramblers walk can attract new members including walkers who 
started out with a health walk and are looking for a new challenge. Short walks help 
Ramblers members to keep walking if they can’t manage a longer walk due to age, 
being unwell, or just being busy! There are already quite a few 3-5 mile ‘easy’ and 
‘leisurely’ walks running successfully in North Yorkshire. 


Good links with a health walk can help walkers feel confident to move between 
health walks and Ramblers, whether they are getting fitter or want to try something 
easier.  


One walker told us “when I was recovering from a heart attack, the health walks 
were a lifesaver, literally! I was able walk at my own pace, keeping me active and 
stopping me from being stuck indoors. Now I’m back walking with my Ramblers 
group, on a 3 mile walk, and feeling fitter every day.” 


Ramblers have some extra help available if your group are interested in starting a 
short walk, or want to link up with your local health walk. Clara Jones is a member of 
staff at Ramblers who is here to help groups do this. 


Clara told us:  “There are new toolkits full of tried and tested ideas from Ramblers 
groups and a special discount leaflet for new members coming from a health walk” 


See the toolkits on the Ramblers website: 


www.ramblers.org.uk/successful-short-walks-and-health-walk-links. 


Are you are a walk leader or walker interested in short walks? Or do you want to find 
out more about volunteering to help start a short walk or link with health walks? 
Please contact your group chair and let them know you are interested in trying a 
short walks or to get involved. 


If you are a group chair and you would like to know more about what Ramblers can 
do to help, please contact ….. (area volunteer) or email clara.jones@ramblers.org.uk 
or call 020 7339 8590.  


 



http://www.ramblers.org.uk/successful-short-walks-and-health-walk-links
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