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East Yorkshire & Derwent Area Ramblers 
  

Minutes of the Area Council Meeting held at Fimber Village Hall  

on Monday 14th October 2013 

Attendance (13) 

Chair: Dany Wlodarczyk (Area Chair and Area News Editor, Beverley), Peter Ayling (Area President and 

Countryside Sec., Beverley), Mike Jackson (ERYC Footpath Sec, H&H), Phil Catterall (Ryedale Chair), 

Jim Tulloch (Hull & Holderness Chair), Chris Clark (Ryedale Footpath Secretary),  Tony Corrigan (Area 

Webmaster, Pocklington Footpath Officer), Janet Brader (Pocklington Treasurer), Shirley Dalby 

(Beverley Chair), Alison Hales (Area Secretary, H&H), Tom Halstead (Area Access Officer, York Chair), 

Ann Laing (Area Membership Secretary, Ryedale), George Malcolm (Area Treasurer, York),  

Apologies (7)  

Roy Hunt, Marian Thomas, Annette Clemenson, David Nunns, Kelly Temple, Stephen Down,  Jan Capel, 

Vera Silberberg.  

Chairman thanked Peter Leese for organising the refreshments on arrival.               

Phil Catterall volunteered to take the minutes.  

AC 61/2013 Minutes  

Minutes of the previous Area Council meeting held on 29th July, 2013 at Wetwang VH previously 
circulated were accepted as a true record. 

 
AC 62/2013 Matters Arising (not covered elsewhere in the Agenda) 

AC 31/2013 Representation on Howardian Hills AONB. Steve Harness (Ryedale Group) has agreed 

to be the Ramblers Area Representative and will attend his first AONB meeting on 7th November.  

AC 41/2013 Dany said that the A5 sized River Hull book is expected to be published in summer 

2014. Tom Halstead confirmed that the pop up banner to promote Ramblers had been purchased. 

The stand is in the custody of Marilyn Skelton should any group wish to borrow it.  

AC 47/2013 Archiving papers at York - attempts were made to meet with the archivist but she 

cancelled at the last minute on two occasions. Determined efforts are ongoing to make progress.  

AC 48/2013 Beverley’s Walkers are Welcome Festival went ahead - Saturday was well attended, 

Sunday not so good. It was discovered from a WAW participant that the local HF group have regular 

coach rambles and sometimes have vacant seats. It was suggested that the HF Group could be 

approached by the Hull and Beverley Ramblers groups to determine if there is space available on 

their coach. The free places could then be offered to Ramblers via e-mail at short notice. 

AC 49/2013 Malton and Thirsk MP Anne McIntosh has been invited to join Ryedale Ramblers on 

their Xmas mince pie walk so she can be lobbied to support the aims and objectives of the 

Ramblers. Letters were also sent to MPs David Davis, Julian Sturdy and Hugh Bailey in regard to 

the creation of the coastal path, asking them to write to Richard Benyon, the DEFRA minister. In 

response the Minister has given assurances that the government is continuing the programme to 

extend the coastal path network around the English coast. Two of the MPs, Sturdy and Bailey, 

expressed their full support for the project.   
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AC 55/2013 Beverley group are interested in taking over the promotion of Ramblers at the Driffield 

Show. The only problem to overcome is the storage of the screens etc. A member is considering if 

these can be accommodated. Ann Laing was thanked for doing a great job for many years.  

 

AC 63/2013  Treasurer’s Report and Finances 

1. Budget  Report  - George reported the financial position at the end of September as: 

 Income  £7509.55 

 Expenditure  £7816.00 

 Deficit  £306.45 

Bank balance    £9052.84 

Report - Accepted 

AC 64/2013  Finance for the republishing of the updated Minster Way Guide Book (2006)  

 A letter was noted from Ray Wallis in regard to the financing of a print run of 1000 books at a cost 

of £1696. It was noted the new edition would be sold for £5 per copy which would easily recoup 

the investment over time. Area funding was AGREED by all present.  

AC 65/2013  Dates and Venues of Meetings 

 Confirmed: 

1. AC meetings confirmed at 7.30pm Tuesdays 3rd December 2013, 25th February 2014 at 

Wetwang VH.   

2. The Area AGM will be held on 18th January 2014 at Victoria Dock VH, Hull at 2.00pm.  Hull and 

Holderness Group will provide a led walk to precede the meeting. It was noted that Group 

reports and contributions for circulating prior to the AGM are needed by the Area Secretary 

before the deadline of 7th November.  

Provisional 2014 AC Meeting dates and venues for diaries (all Tuesdays): 13th May Fimber, 22nd July 

Fimber, 7th October Wetwang, 2nd December Wetwang. These dates will be confirmed at the next AC 

meeting.  

Group AGMs will take place on the following known dates/venues, with nominated AC Members present: 

 Hull & Holderness (Victoria Dock VH 2.00pm) 19th October: Shirley Dalby    

 Howden & Goole (Hook Memorial Hall 7.30pm) 29th October: Tony Corrigan  

 Beverley (Tiger Inn 7.30 pm)    12th November: Chris Clarke   

 Pocklington (Station Hotel 7.30pm)   12th November: Tom Halstead 

 York (St Olaves Church Hall 2.15pm)  16th November: Tony Corrigan 

 Ryedale (Blue Ball Malton 2.00pm)   30th November: Dany  Wlodarczyk  

 Scarborough (Friends Meeting House 7.30pm) 28th November: (TBA)    

 GYBO (The Whippet Inn York 4.00pm)  17th November: (TBA) 
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AC 66/2013 Report on the 75th Anniversary event 15th October at Thixendale 

It was reported that despite the wet weather the three walks and social event were well supported, with 

over 40 members present in the hall for refreshments after the walking. There were 43 participants over 

the three walks organised. The display of memorabilia was truly excellent.  The Area Council thought 

that the event had been most worthwhile.  

  

AC 67/2013 Standing Orders Working Group 

Two meetings have produced a draft version of both standing orders and an updated constitution. 

These will be circulated to AC members shortly and will hopefully be ratified at the next meeting.  

AC 68/2013 Ramblers Central Office (CO) Walk and Talk Initiative 

It was agreed to defer the discussion on the Walk and Talk initiative until after the strategy 

meeting on 31st October, after which the Area Council would then be better informed.  

AC 69/2013 Leaders badges and “Hi Vis” equipment 

After discussion the idea of walk leaders wearing badges was opposed. Hi-Vis rucksack covers 

for backmarkers and Hi-Vis tabards for leaders were felt to be worthwhile. Groups are to be 

advised accordingly to determine if a bulk order should be drawn up.    

AC 70/2013 Footpath closures North Newbald / Sober Hill 

Tony reported that there has been little impact of path closures on walkers in the area. Closure 

notices were issued in relation to a rolling programme to replace high voltage electricity cables. 

The closures are affecting road traffic more than walkers.  Whenever work takes place in a 

specific area a closure is implemented to allow sufficient time for the work to take place in that 

location alone. In the future it was clear that closures involving the pipeline for the power station 

carbon capture project would affect footpaths, but this was some time away yet. 

AC 71/2013 Ramblers Strategy Meeting – Thursday 31st October Malton 

The strategy meeting with two CO staff, Ed Wilson and Justin Cooke, will take place at Baptist 

Hall, Wells Lane, Malton from 11.00am until 4.00pm. We currently have 7 members attending 

from Ryedale and a further 2 members from Cleveland area. There are also 4 “possible” 

attendees from EY&D AC. Groups were asked to encourage any of their volunteers to attend on 

what will be an interesting session.   

AC 72/2013  Future Area Mailshot distribution 

Ann Laing has organised the mailshot team in addition to her role as Area Membership 

Secretary, which she will stand down from at the AGM. It was proposed and agreed that a 

Communications Officer post be created. Ann accepted the job title and will continue to 

manage the mailshot team in that name.   

AC 73/2013   Area Annual Report 

Chairman asked that the names and members of area sub-committees should be forwarded to 

Alison, Area Secretary before 7th November.  Also Group and Affiliated Clubs annual reports are 

needed by this date.    
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AC 74/2013   Correspondence 

A letter from CO was received stating that Trustees had decided this year that all 2013 Area 

AGMs will be attended by a trustee or by a senior member of CO staff. This was to share the 

Ramblers new vision which is being developed for the future. CO had said that arrangements 

would be made in September but by 14th October CO had not been back in touch.  After 

discussion it was decided that as we would therefore inform CO that as Guest Speaker we have 

a preference for Justin Cooke. If he was not available we would choose Jonathan Kipling.   

AC 75/2013  Members and Groups reports:  

Footpaths (Mike Jackson EY): A modification order to create a through bridleway (No.17 

Burstwick) from a dead end was supported by Area Council. A signed letter will be taken to the 

public inquiry. ERYC are opposing the bridleway modification to make this a through Route. 

Swanland – the council have put notices up to inform the public they may appeal to the high court 

within 42 days if they object to the footpath change.  

Dryham Lane – the council have rejected Mike’s S14 application, so that will be appealed.  

Newbald – there was a complex issue here regarding the width of a right of way which Mike was 

challenging. This issue involves a combination of a private and public right of way and was 

complicated, resulting in a three day inquiry.  

From David Nunns by e-mail: David noted that most of the old railway line (a permissive path of 

late) between Coxwold and Husthwaite should be declared a public footpath within two weeks. 

 Phil Catterall noted that he had sent a Freedom of Information request in late September to the 

NYCC Definitive Map Officer and a Ryedale County Councillor to determine what progress had 

been made to clear two obstructions on through footpaths in the Normanby Parish. These were 

highlighted to NYCC in July when a parish footpath survey was undertaken.  

Access Officer (Tom Halstead): Coastal Path – TH was told at a meeting with Natural England 

that the coastal path from the Tees (North Gare) to the Wear (South Bents) would be opened in 

March. The report for the North Gare to Filey Brigg section would shortly be submitted to the 

Minister. Once that report is submitted, NE hopes to be able to announce that the section from 

Filey Brigg to Withernsea will be next. Ramblers’ surveys of our coastline are well ahead of the 

timeline indicated in relation to responding to ongoing consultations.  

Countryside Officer (Peter Ayling): The Trans-Pennine Trail annual meeting was attended by 

Tony Corrigan, David Nunns and David Court (Beverley GP) on behalf of Ramblers. TC said the 

cycling lobby had a large presence at the meeting, but this gave delegates an opportunity to point 

out that some cyclists were riding at excessive speeds on the tarmac sections of the trail which 

led to safety concerns, especially for walkers.  Traffic calming measures were being considered. 

It was noted by the meeting that the HS2 project had not consulted TPT partners. 

PA attended an informal meeting on 9th October with ERYC and CPRE in regard to the possible 

creation of an Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) in the Yorkshire Wolds.   

PA noted there was to be a public inquiry on the 19th November at Ryedale House, Malton into 

the appeal against the East Heslerton Wind Farm application. On the same day there was also a 

public inquiry at Beverley concerning a planning application for a housing estate at North Ferriby. 

PA could not attend both on the same day so he was hoping that someone from Ryedale Group 

could attend the inquiry in his place at Ryedale House.  
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Webmaster (Tony Corrigan): TC is developing a new system with a facility to view the EY&D 

website on tablets and handheld devices.  It is hoped to have something up and running by 

Christmas. 

Area News Editor (Dany Wlodarczyk): The last Area News as we know it has gone out, with 

Dany bowing out as editor after seven years in the post. The meeting discussed alternatives to 

what we have enjoyed in the current publication, such as a web based newsletter, a compilation 

of groups newsletters or a reduced sized Area News. It is hoped someone would step forward to 

take over the work before the March edition is due, even if it was something different with a new 

look, to what we have now.   

 

 

Membership (Ann Laing): Ann reported that year end membership figures were down and that 
 whoever takes over membership in 2014 ought to look at recruitment and retention being one 
aspect of the job. The area as at 30th September had 1,678 Ramblers members, which showed a 
6.5% decline over the year (national decline is 5.5%). Nationally we have 107,000 members 
whereas in 2012 we had 113,000. It was also said that the peak membership year was 144,000 
in 2006. A lively discussion ensued about the issue of falling membership and the different 
reasons why people choose to join the Ramblers and about what we offer them.    

Groups: Written and verbal reports were received and noted from group members present and 

via e-mail about their activities. The GYBO group sounded like it was really on the upward slope, 

with holidays, camping, long distance walks and a vibrant social programme. However, they were 

still looking for more leaders from their 96 members to fill their autumn / winter programme. 

It was pleasing to hear from Jim Tulloch that Hull & Holderness group were gaining strength in 

their committee now as at the last AC meeting it appeared that they were struggling to keep 

things going.   

Any other business: 

Chris Barker asked could her details be taken out of the next Walks Programme and Events book 

as she was listed in error in the Autumn/Winter edition – Roy Hunt was to be contacted.  

The meeting closed at 10.00pm 

Agreed — this is a true record  

      

[Chairman] …………………………………………………………. [Date] ……………….. 

Minutes prepared by Phil Catterall 17 October 2013 


