
EAST YORKSHIRE AND DERWENT AREA OF THE RAMBLERS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the 2012 Annual General Meeting 
held at The Village Hall, Welburn on January 28th 2012 

Attendance (35) 
 

Peter Ayling               (Area Countryside Secretary)  
Sam Borman   (Chairman Ryedale Group) 
Wendy Borman  (Secretary Ryedale Group)  
Mary Burt                    (Pocklington Group)  
Chris Bush                     (Area Chair; York & North Yorks Footpath 
Secretary, York) 
Christine Clark   (Ryedale Group) 
Tony Corrigan   (Pocklington Group) 
Malcolm Dixon               (Area Secretary; York Group)  
George Donnor  (Ryedale Group) 
Pat Donnor   (Ryedale Group) 
Nigel Emery                   (York Group) 
Ian Gibbs   (York Group) 
Pauline Hakeney       (Footpath Sec, Beverley Group) 
Ann Holt                       (Area President; York Group) 
Roy Hunt                      (Area Programme Compiler; Pocklington Group) 
Mike Jackson                 (E.R & Hull Footpath Secretary; Hull and 
Holderness Group) 
John Jefferson               (Driffield Group Secretary)  
Ann Laing                     (Area Membership Secretary; Ryedale Group)  
George Malcolm             (Area Treasurer; York Group) 
Judith McCreery  (York Group) 
Colin Mullender                (Chairman Beverley Group) 
Yvonne Nadin                  (Driffield Group) 
David Nunns                    (York Group)  
Enid Nunns                      (York Group)  
Patsy Pendegrass  (York Group) 
David Rubinstein              (Vice President) 
Vera Silberberg                (York Group Secretary)  
Marilyn Skelton  (Publicity Officer, York Group) 
Sheila M. Smith  (Area Vice President) 
Terry Strickland  (Ryedale Group) 
Jim Tulloch   (Chair, Hull & Holderness Group) 
Harry Whitehouse             (Scarborough Group Publicity Officer)  
Maureen Whitehouse  (Scarborough Group) 
John Williams                   (Ryedale Group)  
Dany Wlodarczyk             (Area News Co-Editor and Webmaster; Beverley 
Group) 
 

AGM 2012/01 Apologies (12) 
Les Atkinson (Scarborough), Jean Cavill (Beverley Group Sec), Christine 
Barker (Hull Group Sec), Bob Clutson (Scarborough ), Tom Halstead (York), 
Christine & Brian Harrison (Ryedale) Ray Johnson (Scarborough), Kelly 
Temple (GYBO), Marian Thomas (Howden and Goole), Phil Trafford 
(Scarborough) and Ray Wallis (Hull & Holderness) 
 

AGM 2012/02  Welcome, Thanks and Sympathy 
Area Chairman, Chris Bush, welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  



He thanked MD for organising the morning walk and those who went out on the 
walk. 
He directed people to page 28 of the Annual Report where he had written a final 
swan song as he was stepping down at this AGM. He reminded members that 
replacements were still required for the Area Secretary, Area Publicity, Area News 
editor and Independent Examiner positions. Important positions that all contribute to 
keeping the Area functioning. 
He then asked members to stand in memory of 4 Area members:- Nora Straker, Cliff 
Blott, Chris Furt and Phil Turner. 
CB then handed over to the Area President, Ann Holt. 
AH said she was interested in the history of walking and the current discussions of 
archiving the Area’s records. We should remember that more people than you would 
normally think will be interested in the archives of an organisation dedicated to 
walking and the countryside. It brought people in from other fields – botany, 
archaeology and geology obviously but also legal and planning and people interested 
in how the land was used compared to how it was now used and the factors that had 
brought about those changes. So it important to archive our records and make sure 
they were kept accurate and accessible. 
 
AGM 2012/03 Minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting, held at 
Etton VH on January 29th 2011. These had been previously distributed. Page 3 Colin 
Coombes should be spelt with an ‘e’ in it. With that correction it was then moved 
that “the Minutes were Accepted as True Record” moved: Peter Ayling, seconded: 
Dany Wlodarczyk, which was ‘carried’ and the Minutes were signed by the President. 
 
AGM 2012/04 Matters Arising 
1) (AGM 6/2011/10) DW raised the issue of the combined A5 sized Area News and 
Annual Report which had been tried for the first time this year, following a year of 
producing ‘Area News’ at this size. Easier for us and was cheaper to produce and 
post out. If everyone was happy – should we continue? AGREED we should continue 
with the Annual report in A5 size and combined with AN. 
No other ‘Matters arising’ so the 2011 AGM Minutes were Accepted. 
 
AGM 2012/05 Area Annual Report 2010/2011 
The following supplementary comments were made by Area and Group officers: 
1) Area Membership Report - AL– in the list of Affiliated Organisations the Ryedale 
Walking Club should have been listed as the Ryedale Walking Group. 
2) EY& Hull Footpaths – MJ - as far as was known - Siemens were coming to Hull. 
3) NY & York Footpaths – DN - Loftsome Bridge on A63 – ERYC officers happy to talk 
to NY highways but not to actual users and had ignored comments made in the past. 
4) Area Access Officers – no comments 
5) Led Walks Programme – RH – Had received a request from Ryedale to have their 
full 12 months programme printed in the October Programme although it was 
intended to move to producing two programmes in both April and October with six 
months walks in each. This issue would be discussed again at the February Area 
Council. Ryedale reckoned it would take an additional two pages to encompass this. 
RH was happy to do whatever the Area Council wanted doing. 
Ryedale were also concerned about the number of mail drops that would have to be 
done through the year. VS asked if there could be some slight overlap between the 
two programmes. 

Another issue was the parking of cars especially on popular walks. Recently had 
a case where the car of someone who wasn’t on the walk had been blocked in due to 
double parking. People had to be more careful and considerate when parking, and 
better still should share cars wherever possible. 



6) Area Countryside Officer – PA – in item 2 (ii) Ryedale DC still hadn’t made a 
decision about the proposed Heslerton windfarm. 
7) Beverley Group Footpath Volunteers 
8) York Working Party – NE – still getting stuff and materials via David Ottoway, 
presumably paid for by NYCC. Funding continuing despite cuts elsewhere. 
9) Area Webmaster and Area News – DW – reminded that the deadline was February 
15th. 
10) Beverley Group – CM – active committee of 11. Had put on more walks and 
getting more people on them. Put on some new midweek walks of around 8 miles 
during the summer and with pub lunches. 
Had just about sold out of the Skidby Mill booklets. Were now considering doing a 
revamped High Hunsley Walk leaflet and hope to have ready later in the Spring and 
will be distributed to members. The walk was devised 20 years ago by Dennis Parker 
and would be a suitable memorial to him. Would be involved in taking in members 
transferring from Driffield Group once the new Group boundaries had been decided 
at Area Council. 
DW – pointed out that the raffle prizes donated by Dennis Parker had been for the 
Area AGM not the Area Council. 
11) Driffield – JJ – The Group had failed to find any new and especially younger walk 
leaders in the Group and was unable to put together a walks programme. It was also 
unable to carry out footpath work. So effectively the Group hadn’t been functioning 
properly for the last two years and had decided to wind itself up at an AGM held last 
December and had asked Area to transfer their  members and parishes to 
surrounding groups. 
12) GYBO – MD – the Group continued to thrive and put on weekly walks and other 
events and weekends away. It would be celebrating its 10th anniversary this year and 
would be walking the Yorkshire Wolds Way which was celebrating its own 40th 
Anniversary this year. 
13) Howden & Goole – continues to function and put on walks.  
14) Hull & Holderness – JT - enthusiastic committee and social committee. Walks 
programme & footpath work being done. Things are looking good and optimistic for 
the future. 
15) Pocklington – MB – Good turnout for walks. Variable walks programme. Two 
coach rambles planned and weekends away also well supported. Groups doing 
Cumbrian Way & Coast to Coast. 
Group continues to thrive. 
16) Ryedale – SB – nothing to add to written report. 
17) Scarborough – HW – continued to maintain a full & active walks & social 
programme. Hope to develop ways of attractive new members to the Group. 
18) York – VS – nothing to add. 
19) Other comments: 
David Rubinstein – article in Saturday’s ‘Press’ had mentioned pubs in Thixendale, 
Huggate & Millington which the writer considered an excellent way of preparation for 
tackling the Yorkshire Wolds Way. Given that this Area had devised and supported 
the YWW, DR felt this was good publicity for this walk. 
VS – Bainton Church was offering refreshments to people doing the Minster Way. 
SB – At recent Outdoor Show, Tom Jackson of Ryedale Group, won the Walk 
magazine’s Silver Award in the Best Led Ramblers Walk category. 
EN – Were GYBO members moving into the other Groups and involving themselves 
in Area activities? Impression was probably not. Members continued within GYBO 
and there had been talk of having an ‘over 40’s’ grouping. They tend to want to 
continue walking and socialising together. But were recruiting new and ‘younger’ 
members. They were primarily a walking club and weren’t involved in footpath work. 
Maybe we should be encouraging them more in this direction. 
 



It was moved that “the Area Annual Report be accepted”  m: M. Jackson  s: A. Laing       
CARRIED 
 
AGM 2012 / 06 Financial Statement 2010/2011 and Treasurer’s Report 
  GM reported: As can be seen by the figures in the Report, our receipts exceeded 
our expenditure by £2,688 which when rolled into our previous reserves meant we 
had £8,807 at the end of the financial year which meant our finances were in a 
healthy state. Keeping this level of reserves was in line with current guidance from 
the Ramblers. We were now asked to maintain a higher level of reserves than 
previously, now that the financial pressures had eased on the organisation as a 
whole. GM said he was expecting to end the current year with funds and reserves in 
surplus, in which case he would reduce the Area’s bidding for funds from Central 
Office and use up some of the reserves. We hadn’t aimed to have such a high level 
of surplus; we just hadn’t spent as much money as had been budgeted for and had a 
couple of unexpected windfalls. 
  It was felt that maybe we shouldn’t hold such a large percentage of reserves and 
possibly look at handing money back in future. This would be looked at when setting 
future budgets, however, it was pointed out that Central Office had reduced 
allocations without notice in the past and then we had had to rely on our reserves to 
fund Area activities. It would only need a lengthy public enquiry and the legal fees 
alone could wipe out our reserves. 
 
It was moved that:  “George Malcolm be thanked for his work as Area Treasurer and 
that the Area Financial Report be accepted”    m: M. Jackson  s: V. Silberberg       
   CARRIED 
and  Area Secretary, Malcolm Dixon, was thanked for compiling the Area Annual 
Report. 
 
AGM 2012 / 07 Election of Area Officers and Council members 
AH stood down as chair. CB took the chair and asked for nominations for Area 
President. 
Ann Holt  was proposed as Area President  by CB, seconded by DW  
 CARRIED 
AH resumed as chair of the AGM. She thanked everyone for re-electing her and 
asked them to think of a successor to her. 
 
Vice Presidents: As well as current holders: Hugh Bayley, Jack Bower, Roy Dresser, 
Geoff Eastwood, David Rubinstein, Sheila M. Smith and Ray Wallis being re-elected, 
the Area Council also proposed David Nunns and John Jefferson as Vice Presidents. 
John Jefferson wished to withdraw his nomination, but CB asked him to reconsider 
as it was the Area’s way of thanking for him for all his efforts in keeping the Driffield 
Group going. 
John then acceded to the request. 
It was then moved that “the Vice Presidents as listed plus DN & JJ be elected” 
Moved: N. Emery seconded: V. Silberberg      
 CARRIED 
 
Area Chairman: Dany Wlodarczyk  was proposed by M. Jackson seconded by D. 
Rubinstein 
This was CARRIED unanimously and she duly took over from Chris Bush. 
She thanked everyone for electing her. She also thanked CB for stepping in on a 
temporary basis last year when PL stepped down and no one else was available. 
Despite illness he had continued to steer and guide us over the last 12 months 
focussing us on the charitable aims of the organisation, most recently on the aspect 
of promoting walking to wider sections of the public, when we had had Simon 



Barnett of the ‘Get Walking, Keep Walking’ campaign as a guest speaker at the Area 
Council. (The GW, KW video was still available to watch on the Ramblers website). 
Chris was looking to the future and gave us plenty to think about. We hoped he 
would continue to be involved with the Ramblers and we wished him a speedy and 
complete recovery to full fitness and thanked him for all the work he had done over 
the years.  (CARRIED with acclaim) 
 
Area Vice Chairman: Tom Halstead  was proposed by Peter Ayling, seconded Chris 
Bush  CARRIED 
Area Treasurer: George Malcolm was proposed by N. Emery, seconded by C. 
Mullender CARRIED 
 
Other Area Officers 
Had vacancies for two positions: Minutes Secretary and Area News editor. 
No one had been nominated and no one showed any interest at the AGM. 
Dany Wlodarczyk offered to continue as AN Editor but wished to be replaced asap. 
Minutes – unless and until a permanent replacement could be found, the Minutes 
would have to be done by members of Area Council in rotation. Area Secretary would 
take the AGM Minutes. 
 
The following officers were willing to stand for re election and no other nominations 
had been received:-  
Area Secretary:                           Malcolm Dixon 
Area Membership Secretary                     Ann Laing 
Area Walks Programme Coordinator          Roy Hunt 
Area Countryside Officer                        Peter Ayling 
Area Access Officer                                 Tom Halstead 
Area News Editor/s                         Dany Wlodarczyk 
Area Webmaster    Tony Corrigan 
All the above moved  en bloc  by David Rubinstein,  seconded by George Malcolm  
 CARRIED    
Area Footpath Secretaries 
Hull and ERYC area –  Mike Jackson 
York and NYCC area -   David Nunns  
Both positions were moved by Vera Silberberg, seconded by Pauline Hakeney 
 CARRIED                                                  
 
Area Publicity Secretary - this post had been vacant for 4 years now, it was proposed 
to remit this to the Area Council meeting in February, Groups to continue doing their 
own publicity work. 
Area Council Member:  MD commented that each Group could nominate 4 people, 
inc their Secretary. 
The Area Council Member represented the general Area Membership rather than the 
group,  
Chris Bush      moved by A. Laing,  seconded by D. Wlodarczyk   
 CARRIED  
 
AGM 2012 / 08  Appointment of Independent Examiner                                                                                                       
Viv Harnan had indicated that she no longer wished to continue as the independent 
examiner. Chris Bush led ‘Thanks’ to Viv for all the help she had given over the years 
she had covered this post. This appreciation was seconded by Colin Mullender. 
As no one was forthcoming to step in, it was decided to remit this appointment to 
the Area Council. Roy Hunt said he would ask his daughter if she would be interested 
in doing the job in the meanwhile. 
 



AGM 2012 / 09 Appointment of Area Delegates to the 2012 General 
Council 
    to be held at Leicester University in April 
Moved: “That Les Atkinson and Peter Ayling” be the Area Delegates to 2012 GC 
    With Dany Wlodarczyk and Pauline Hakeney attending as Visitors” 
Moved:  Chris Bush  seconded: Sheila M. Smith     
 CARRIED 
 
AGM 2012 / 10 Motions to 2012 General Council 
 None had been submitted 
 
AGM 2012 / 11 Any Other Business 
1) Proposed that the Chair sends a letter welcoming Benedict Southworth as the new 
Chief Executive of the Ramblers wishing him “All the Best” in his new job. DW said 
she would. 
2) DN proposed thanking CB for the work he had done on the Area’s behalf with the 
Concerned Ramblers group, whom he thought had done a lot to provide new 
direction & clarity to the Ramblers as a whole. 
3) Noted: Diary Dates had included the stuffing date for this Annual Report & AN 
rather than the next one. 
4) Also proposed that Area Chair writes a letter thanking Viv Harnan in line with 
comments made by CB & CM. Which was agreed. 
 
AGM formally closed at 15:10. Followed by a Tea Break. 
 
Afterwards Dr Peter Halkon, of Hull University, gave an illustrated talk on how aerial 
photography had developed, and had been used to help map the archaeology of the 
landscape, much of which was only visible from the air. 
 
Minutes taken and typed up by Malcolm Dixon, Area Secretary. 
 
AGREED: a True and Correct Record :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
.   (signature) 
 
      :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(print name) 
 
      :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
(date) 
 


